
Paradox of the Gospel // Creation II: Image Bearers
Review and Intro
➔ Practice memory passage: Psalm 34:1-3
➔ We’re going to continue our series exploring the paradoxical elements of the Gospel.
➔ We’re doing this as we explore the 4 movements of the Big Story, which is the

overarching story that the whole Bible is telling. Who can remember the four
movements?

➔ Today we’re going to finish up exploring the first part of the story: creation. Last week
we learned about God as the Creator, and this week we’ll learn about humanity: who
God created us to be, and what he created us for.

➔ Let me pray for us and then we’ll get started.
Lesson
➔ Hook: hyper-realistic paintings

◆ Any of you ever heard of hyper-realistic paintings? They’re works of art that look
so real, they look like a photograph. I’m going to show you a few and see if you
can tell which image is a picture and which is a painting.

◆ This final painting is incredibly realistic; the artist has worked with such
precision and detail that, if we know who Morgan Freeman is, we have no doubt
that this is who we’re looking at. And even if we don’t know who Morgan
Freeman is, we can understand clearly what we’re looking at: a very real human
being.

◆ The Bible describes us as images as well: we bear the image of our Creator.
Let’s read from Genesis to learn about what that means.

➔ Genesis 1:26-31 & 2:5-9
◆ What kinds of things do you observe in these passages?

● Remember that all observations can be helpful
● Repeated ideas or themes
● Ideas that stand out to you or are confusing

◆ What do we learn about our identity from these passages?
● 1:26 - We are made in God’s image, which gives us special dignity.

○ This is the first thing we ever read about humanity: God talks
about making us in his image. This is the root of our identity!

○ Humans are the only created beings that are made in God’s
image (not animals, not angels)

○ This doesn’t make any sense… that the Creator of all things
would bestow his divine image upon a lowly creature!

○ This is why human life is sacred.
● 1:27 - Somehow, our identities as male and female are part of this.

○ Not one over the other: neither gender is a “better” reflection of
God’s character than the other

○ Not one or the other: both genders are needed in order for
humanity to bear God’s image



● 2:7 - We are both physical and spiritual beings
○ We aren’t trying to “escape” this world to get to a better, spiritual

place (we’ll talk about this more when we learn about
restoration)

○ These aspects are distinct, but definitely connected
● How does this idea (that our status as image bearers is the root of our

identity) contrast with what the world tells us?
◆ What do we learn about our purpose from these passages?

● 1:28a - Humanity was designed to fill the earth
○ These days humanity is sometimes talked about like a disease

taking over the earth. But while there are many ways in which we
are not caring well for the earth, it is actually a good thing to
spread out and fill God’s creation.

○ It is true that some people don’t want to have kids or aren’t able
to, but this doesn’t prevent them from fulfilling their roles as
image bearers of God.

● 1:28b - We are designed to subdue and control the earth in a way that
reflects God’s character and care

○ This is kingly language… we reflect God’s own royal dominion
over his creation by subduing the earth

○ This is not an abusive, harmful control; rather, it is meant to help
creation flourish

● 1:29, 2:8-9a - We were designed to enjoy God and his creation
○ Part of being physical beings means enjoying the physical world

God has created
○ Part of being spiritual beings means worshipping and glorifying

the Creator, and being in a relationship with him
➔ How does the Gospel fit into all of this?

◆ God created us to image him perfectly, but sin messes this all up. Our rebellion
and sin reflect the opposite of God’s character to the world. We don’t treat
others with the love and dignity they deserve, we don’t care for creation the way
we should, and we rebel against God instead of pursuing him and enjoying him.

◆ But Jesus did all of this perfectly. He loved others and treated them with dignity,
he cared for creation, and he perfectly obeyed the Father.

◆ In Christ, we have the One who accomplished the perfect imaging of God, and
we also have the Holy Spirit, who makes it possible for us to look more and
more like Jesus, even as we stumble and rebel and struggle.

◆ And here we have a final paradox: that broken, sinful people can still bear God’s
image to the world, because of the work of Christ and in the power of His Spirit!



Group Discussion // Paradox of the Gospel (Creation II)
1. Practice your group’s memory passage together.
2. Walk through the following discussion questions:

a. What did you think about the lesson? Did anything stand out, surprise, or
confuse you?

b. We learned that our status as image bearers is the root of our identity. How
does this contrast with what the world tells us?

c. What kinds of things do you try to find identity and worth in? Why is it so much
better to root our identity in who God created us to be?

d. What does it look like today to fulfill our purpose as image bearers and reflect
God’s character and care? What does it look like to enjoy God and his creation?

e. What’s one specific thing you can take from the lesson and try to apply to your
life?

3. Ask for prayer requests and pray for one another.


