
March 28 // Paradox of the Gospel (Intro)
➔ Series Intro

◆ Goal = to help us become more fluent in and familiar with the Gospel
◆ Why do you all think this is an important goal?

● Helps us apply it to our own day-to-day lives, and allows us to better
communicate the Gospel to others

● Helps us to draw closer to God and know Jesus more fully
◆ How would you define a paradox?

● A paradox is something that seems impossible or contradictory, yet we
know it to be true.

● Paradox is different from a contradiction, which contains inconsistencies
and cannot be affirmed. Sometimes what we first think is a contradiction
actually turns out to be a paradox.

● Sometimes more information provides the answer (or at least more
insight), but other times it doesn’t.

◆ We will be exploring these paradoxes that are related to the Gospel… some
might become more clear as we investigate, and others might remain
mysterious.

➔ Faith & Mystery
◆ Though we might like clear answers about everything, God’s word doesn’t seem

too worried about the presence of paradox and its role in our faith.
◆ Scripture will often use the word “mystery” to describe a paradoxical aspect of

faith or Christian life
● Ephesians 5:31-32; two people becoming one is a paradox… it doesn’t

make immediate sense!
● Paul relates this mystery to the union between Christ and the church. He

doesn’t seem concerned that a crucial part of the faith is mysterious.
◆ There are even some obvious paradoxical statements in that same book

● Ephesians 3:19; “to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge”
● Paul wasn’t blind to the reality of this seeming contradiction… it might

feel impossible, and yet he prays for it to be true!
◆ Why do you think God included mystery and paradox as part of our faith and

lives as believers?
● The reality of mystery and paradox is humbling, because we just aren’t

able to figure everything out in our own power
● They are designed to draw us closer to God, to rely upon him as our

Creator and Father
● They are the natural consequence of serving a God whose ways are so

much higher than our own
● In his creativity and sovereignty, God can use these mysteries to engage

us as thinking, discerning creatures to draw us closer to truth (and
relationship with him)



➔ The Biblical Storyline (the Big Story)
◆ This will be the structure we use to explore some of the paradoxes connected to

the Gospel.
◆ The Bible isn’t just a catalogue of things that happened in the past. It tells one

big story… and we are currently part of that story!
◆ The story has four movements

● Creation (Genesis 1:27-31)
○ God created everything, and it was good. Humans were specially

set apart as made in the image of God, and were deemed “very
good.”

○ God gave humanity work to do, commanded them to fill the earth
and care for creation

○ Humanity was in the presence of God and in relationship with
him, which is what we were created for

● Fall (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 59:2)
○ By choosing to sin, Adam and Eve rebelled against God; their sin

spread to all of humanity, who are born into sin
○ Because God is perfectly holy, our sin separates us from God
○ Because God is perfectly just, our sin requires a punishment:

eternal death and separation from God
○ Sin affects the entire world; all brokenness and pain and hatred in

our own hearts and all of creation is the result of sin
● Redemption (Ephesians 2:4-10)

○ Out of his deep love for us, God made a way for us to be rescued
from the penalty of our sin: He took our form as a human, lived
the perfect life we were supposed to live, and then took on the
punishment for our sin upon the cross. Then he rose from the
dead, showing that he had defeated death, and that all he said
was true.

○ We have the opportunity to accept the gift of Christ’s
righteousness and worship him as Savior and King

○ Christians are given the gift of the Holy Spirit, which allows us to
respond to God’s gift with lives that are filled with good works
which both glorify God and reflect his character to the world

● Restoration (Revelation 21:1-5)
○ This is the part of the story that hasn’t happened yet; we still live

in a world affected by sin and brokenness
○ Jesus will come again, and when he does, he will make all things

new… no more tears, no more suffering, no more struggle against
the sin in our own hearts

○ This is what we hope and long for… we want all things to be
restored. And they will somehow be even better than they were
before sin entered the picture!



◆ Why is knowing/understanding this story important for Christians?
● It helps us to articulate the Gospel (for our own benefit and to equip us

for evangelism)
● It provides insight into why things are the way they are (i.e. living in the

aftermath of Christ’s ascension, but still waiting for him to come again,
means that there is still pain and suffering in the world)

● Helps us have hope for the future (knowing that restoration is coming, all
tears will be wiped away)

● Gives us a deeper understanding of who God is and how he works

Group Discussion // Paradox of the Gospel (Intro)
1. Practice your group’s memory passage together.
2. Walk through the following discussion questions:

a. What did you think about the lesson? Did anything stand out, surprise, or
confuse you?

b. What is a paradox? What role do paradox and mystery play in the
Christian faith?

c. Why is it sometimes difficult to accept the role of mystery in our lives as
Christians?

d. What are the four parts of the Big Story of the Bible? Describe each of
them in your own words.

e. How can it be a helpful thing to know the Big Story? What part of the
story are we in right now?

f. What parts of the Big Story can you see reflected in your group’s memory
passage?

g. Is there anything you’re hoping to learn as part of this series?
3. Ask for prayer requests and pray for one another.


