
Faith & Failure // The Disciple’s Confidence (Luke 22:24-34)
Intro & Review
➔ Practice our memory passage: Hebrews 4:14-16 (focus on v. 14)
➔ We’re continuing our Faith & Failure series, based on When We Get It Wrong by

Dominic Smart. Together we’ll look at the life of Peter the disciple and the ways that
Jesus used his failures to intentionally and lovingly grow him into a faithful disciple.

➔ We’ve talked about how the heart of being a disciple starts with Jesus: we are united to
him, which means that we rest in what he has accomplished. His righteousness, his
standing before the Father, his power—it’s all ours now too.

➔ Last week we looked at how Jesus called Peter to be a disciple. We learned that Jesus
calls ordinary and flawed people. There was nothing inherently great about Peter that
made Jesus choose him… he was just an ordinary fisherman, he was impulsive, and he
would later deny Jesus. But Jesus picked him anyway, because he loved him and had a
plan for him.

➔ And we saw that when we are called to be disciples, we are called to participate in the
work Jesus has already begun. We aren’t starting our own journey with a new Christian
to-do list. Jesus has invited us to join him, knowing that the weight of the work lies on
his shoulders, so there is freedom for us to fail.

➔ Pray to open
Lesson
➔ Hook: Buzz Lightyear in Toy Story

◆ For those of you who haven’t seen the movie, Buzz Lightyear is a toy who
doesn’t realize he’s a toy; he thinks he’s real. The whole movie centers on this
conflict between him and Woody, who wants him to realize that he’s just a toy.
In the scene we’re about to watch, Buzz has just seen himself in a toy
commercial, but is confident that even in light of this evidence, he can still fly.

◆ We see in the clip that Buzz’s confidence was placed in the wrong thing. It didn’t
matter how much confidence he had; he couldn’t fly. Because he didn’t
understand the truth, he made decisions that ended in his failure. He ends up
broken, literally and figuratively.

◆ Today we’re going to be talking about what happens when we as disciples put
our confidence in the wrong place

➔ Let’s read our passage together: Luke 22:24-34 (24-26 // 27-30 // 31-34)
◆ So what are the disciples putting their confidence in?

● Verse 24 tells it all: they’re arguing over which of them is the greatest of
the disciples.

● They’d been with Jesus for his whole ministry, which had included lots of
ups and downs (see v. 28). So they’d all been through a lot and had
grown as his followers. At this point in the gospel of Luke they had seen
him feed people, heard his teaching, watched him raise the dead, and
had been sent out by him to teach others!



● And even though all of these things were clearly done in Jesus’ power
and name, they’re still arguing over which of them is the greatest. You
can imagine what that conversation might have been like…

● Why do you think the disciples were so focused on which of them was
the greatest?

● How does this mindset sometimes creep into our own mindset as
Christians?

◆ Well, Jesus has a response for them. Let’s look at vv. 25-30 specifically. How
does Jesus respond to the confidence they’ve placed in themselves?

● He reminds them that his disciples aren’t supposed to act like the rest of
the world; things are flipped upside-down for the Christian

● By using himself as an example, he both reminds them that he is the
only one worthy of esteem and sets the standard for humility and service

● He assures them that there is a reward and esteem for their faithfulness
as disciples, but that this reward finds its fullness in their full enjoyment
of Jesus, joining him at his table.

● Note that each of these reasons is rooted in Christ: he is the center, the
example, the reward. These things are all part of being united to him.

○ If the disciples had remembered their status of being in Christ,
they might have more easily resisted the temptation of putting
their confidence in their own abilities or status as a disciple

○ Take a moment for yourself right now and think about this…
where are you putting your confidence? If our confidence is found
in ourselves, this can look like pride when we get things right and
deep shame when we fail. Do you see any of that in your own
life? It’s important to consider.

◆ Jesus knows that this won’t be enough to really shift Peter’s confidence away
from himself. Personal experience will always be a better teacher than a lecture.
And so, in love, he gives him a glimpse of the failure in Peter’s future. Let’s look
at the last few verses again. (vv. 31-34)

● So far, Peter’s confidence has been in what he does and who he is.
Where do we see this in our passage?

○ Peter puts confidence in the things he has done as a disciple:
obeying, following, sticking close in the hard times

○ Peter also puts confidence in who he is: he won’t back down or be
afraid in the face of prison or death (or so he assumes)

● But Jesus wants Peter to put his confidence in Jesus! And since Peter is in
Christ, this allows him to have confidence in the things he faces.

○ Galatians 6:14 captures this idea well. Let’s read it together.
○ Peter’s confidence, and ours, are in what Jesus has done and

continues to do.
○ According to these verses, what is Jesus doing for Peter

specifically? He is praying for Peter!



● Jesus tells his disciple that Satan himself wants to attack Peter, to sift
him, to tempt him. This is a similar sifting that we see Job undergoing,
and even Jesus in the desert when he was tempted. Satan plans on
destroying Peter with it. But Jesus has other plans.

● But wait… doesn’t Peter end up denying Jesus 3 times? Does this mean
that Jesus’ prayers didn’t work?

○ Not at all! What we can see is that Jesus’ plan is to allow Peter to
go through a trial and experience failure, but that this will
actually result in a strengthened faith, in the end.

○ Jesus doesn’t pray for Peter not to experience the trial. He knows
that Peter’s confidence in himself will be proven inadequate, and
that this is what Peter needs to grow as a disciple.

➔ So what does this mean for us?
◆ We need to seriously consider where our confidence is.

● Because we are united to Jesus, we can have full confidence in him!
● We don’t need to earn righteousness or God’s favor because it is already

ours in Jesus.
● We don’t need to dwell in shame when we mess up, because we know

that our confidence is in what Jesus has perfectly accomplished.
◆ The presence of trials in our life doesn’t mean that Jesus has abandoned us.

● Because we are united to Jesus, he is always with us, even in the midst of
the trials and difficulties.

● Because Jesus loves us, we can be sure that any trials are born out of
that love, not punishment or wrath.

● Jesus loves us as we are, but doesn’t leave us there. Trials and failures
are one of the ways he grows us.



Group Discussion // The Disciple’s Confidence (Luke 22:24-34)
➔ Practice your group’s memory passage together.
➔ Walk through the following discussion questions:

◆ How can we tell what we’ve placed our ultimate confidence in?
● “Ultimate confidence” just means the way we rely on something to get

us what we want or need
● Our feelings can sometimes reveal this to us: pride in our own work

when we’re “doing good”, fear and anxiety when we think we might
mess up, or lasting shame in the aftermath of failure

◆ What kinds of things are easy to place our confidence in instead of Jesus?
● Our own work, knowledge, effort
● The wisdom or approval of others
● The safety and comfort that comes when life is going great

◆ How is our union with Christ connected to our confidence as his disciples?
● If our confidence is in Christ to have what we need (a relationship with

God, as well as his favor), then we can know this will never be lost, no
matter what we do or how we mess up

● If we are united to Christ, we are united to the perfect work he has
already done!

◆ When you mess up and fail in your relationship with God, how easy or
difficult is it to get back into the groove? Why might that be?

● Different answers for different students; encourage them to think about
how they interact with Jesus/God after they fail… do they avoid him? Do
they assume he is angry or frustrated? Do they not really care?

● The point here is to help students consider that we can get right back up
the moment we fall because of who we are in Christ… he isn’t waiting for
us to get it all together again.

◆ What’s one way this week you can focus on putting your confidence in Jesus?
● Encourage students to think specifically and tangibly
● Some might need to just start practicing the habit of noticing where

they’re putting their confidence in different situations (e.g. school,
friendships, church, home, etc.)

➔ Pray together
◆ Have anyone who wants to share specific prayer requests
◆ Have everyone go around and choose one thing related to the passage that

they would like prayer to grow in, believe, etc.


