
Faith & Failure // The Disciple’s Call (Luke 5:1-11)
Announcements
➔ Snow Tubing this Saturday!
➔ Big Game on Feb. 13
➔ Winter Retreat Feb. 18-21!
➔ Happy Birthday: Jami and Emmitt!

Intro & Review
➔ Practice our memory passage: Hebrews 4:14-16 (focus on v. 14)
➔ We’re taking a break from our series in Hebrews to talk about what it means to be a

disciple of Jesus even when we mess up. We’ll be looking at the life of Peter as a
disciple and the ways that Jesus used Peter’s failures specifically to mold him into a
faithful follower.

➔ Last week we talked about the foundation for us being disciples: our union with Christ!
We talked about the blessings of being in Christ (like having his righteousness and
being made alive in him), the ways that we are united as believers to each other, and
how we are united to Christ’s mission.

➔ These correspond to our three directions: upward, inward, and outward.
➔ Today we’ll begin our exploration of Peter’s life as a disciple by looking at how Jesus

called him into that role.
➔ Pray to open

Lesson
➔ Hook: Taco Bell commercial (when you need a taco… you need a taco)

◆ The girl in the commercial left everything right on the spot to follow her craving
for a taco… anyone here ever had a craving that strong, or were as willing to
drop everything to follow something else?

◆ Today we’re going to look at how Jesus called Peter to be a disciple. We’ll see
that Peter drops everything to follow him.

➔ Let’s read our passage: Luke 5:1-11. Can I get 3 volunteers? (1-4 // 5-8 // 9-11)
◆ So here we have the story of how Peter was called as a disciple, to follow Jesus.

It kind of reads like a chance encounter, doesn’t it? Like Jesus just happens to be
teaching at the same lake where Simon and James and John have been working,
and after he’s done teaching Jesus just kind of looks over at Simon and randomly
asks him to follow

◆ But in reality, Jesus is very intentional about every aspect of this interaction.
Let’s take a closer look at a few details here.

● Who does Jesus call?
○ Jesus calls Simon, an ordinary fisherman (v. 2)
○ There was nothing impressive about this guy; Jesus didn’t choose

him because there was something inherently great about him. In
fact, throughout the gospels, we see that Simon is pretty
impulsive, he doesn’t always understand what’s going on, and he
even denies Jesus three times! Why would Jesus choose this guy?



○ It had nothing to do with Simon; it had everything to do with
Jesus’ love for Simon, and his plans for Simon.

○ This is connected to…
● When does Jesus call him?

○ Jesus calls Simon right at the point of Simon’s failure
○ He and his partners had been out all night, but hadn’t caught a

single fish (v. 5). He was probably discouraged, frustrated, and
exhausted.
◆ Any of you ever been in a place where you had one job…

and totally failed?
◆ Could be as a student, a friend, or a Christian

○ Then, in vv. 6-7, we see that Jesus does a better job of bringing in
the fish than Simon… so much fish that both boats are sinking
under their weight!

○ So Jesus doesn’t choose Simon because he needs him. He isn’t
desperate for disciples. Anything Simon could do, Jesus could do
better.

○ Once again, it had nothing to do with Simon; it had everything to
do with Jesus’ love for Simon, and his plans for Simon.

● What does Jesus call him to do?
○ Look at v. 10, where Jesus calls Peter into the ministry of fishing

for men… this is what Jesus is doing in this passage with Peter
and his friends! Jesus is already fishing for men, and calls Peter
into the same work.

○ This is really important. If you only remember one thing,
remember this: Jesus calls Simon to partner with him.

○ This is essential to our understanding of what it means to be a
faithful disciple.
◆ Often we think being called as a disciple means getting

handed a to-do list: pray, read the Bible, come to church,
etc.

◆ But every aspect of discipleship involves joining in on
something that Jesus is already doing

◆ How are we partnering with Jesus when we pray? Read
the Bible? Talk to others about our faith?

○ When we think about it like this, we can better understand that
the weight we normally associate with the disciplines of the
Christian life are lifted, because it’s Jesus doing the work. We are
just partnering with him.
◆ Think about it like this: picture a mom and dad moving

furniture around in their house. They call over their young
child to help.



◆ The weight of the couch or table or whatever doesn’t
actually rest on the kid; the parents are the one bearing
the weight.

◆ But as the little kid reaches up their hand and follows
along, they are participating in the work their parents are
doing.

◆ This isn’t a perfect illustration, because while the kid isn’t
accomplishing anything, we can know that God actually
does use our efforts to accomplish his will. But the weight
of these things rests on Jesus, not us.

○ This is part of what being united to Christ means: being united to
the work that he is already doing… in our own hearts and lives, in
the world, in his church.

◆ And this changes things for Simon Peter. Let’s take a look at two verses: verse 5
and 8. What changes between these verses?

● Simon goes from calling Jesus “Master” (general term of respect) to
“Lord” (recognition of who Jesus really is)

● Note that Simon also recognizes who he is (a sinful man) in light of who
Jesus is.

● What is Jesus’ response? Do not be afraid.
● Part of following Jesus is following him as our Lord, not just as a good

teacher or someone worthy of admiration or respect.
○ Is this who Jesus is to you? Do you follow him as your Lord?

(another way of thinking about this is “King”)
○ How we think about Jesus impacts how we follow him. When we

know that we are united to him, that we are partnering with him
in his work, there is joy to be found in serving him as King.

◆ So, what is the end result of all of this? Let’s look at the last part of our passage
again, v. 11

● Simon Peter and his friends leave everything to follow Jesus.
● What was the “everything” that they left behind? Was this an easy

thing or a difficult one?
● Being a disciple of Jesus means that we will leave things behind. What

kinds of things might this include for us?
● We’re going to continue this conversation in our small groups.



Group Discussion // The Disciple’s Call (Luke 5:1-11)
➔ Practice your group’s memory passage together.
➔ Walk through the following discussion questions:

◆ Jesus didn’t pick Simon for who he was or what he could do. Why do you
think Jesus didn’t care about those kinds of things when choosing disciples?

● It’s not about us, it’s about Jesus. Because Jesus is the one really doing
the work, he can use any of us, even if we don’t feel like we’re good
enough.

● In fact, Jesus can specifically use our failures to grow us in ways that he
wants to. Jesus isn’t surprised by our weaknesses; he knows them and
still chooses us.

◆ Do you ever think of yourself as a disciple? Why or why not?
● Could be lots of different reasons; often we don’t use this word in our

everyday lives, so it feels kind of weird.
● Encourage students to really consider how they think about themselves:

an athlete? A student? A son or daughter? A friend?
● Why doesn’t “disciple” typically make this list?

◆ What does it mean that Jesus calls us to partner with him as his disciples?
● It means the work is already going on. We aren’t called to do anything

that Jesus hasn’t already started (in us or others).
● It also means the pressure is not on us. Being a disciple isn’t about doing

all the right Christian things. It’s about our relationship with Jesus and
growing to become more like him by his power, not ours.

● It can/should increase our joy in the Christian life… we get to join in with
Jesus himself! We aren’t alone in this!

◆ How does our relationship with Jesus change when we recognize him as our
Lord, not just a good teacher or spiritual figure?

● If Jesus is our Lord and King, then we need to worship and serve him. It
should make our faith less of an item on a list of things we do and make
it the framework into which the rest of our lives fit.

● It means he is worth following! Jesus is a good King who cares about us
and knows what is best for us.

◆ What kinds of things might we need to leave behind in order to fully follow
Jesus?

● Different answers for different people: friendships, habits, fears, etc.
● Encourage students to identify specific things for themselves.

➔ Pray together
◆ Have anyone who wants to share specific prayer requests
◆ Have everyone go around and choose one thing related to the passage that

they would like prayer to grow in, believe, etc.


