
Faith & Failure // Intro: Union with Christ
Series Intro
➔ We have a new memory passage: Hebrews 4:14-16! Let’s practice together.
➔ We’re taking a break from our study of Hebrews for a little bit to take a look at the

apostle Peter and his role as a disciple of Jesus. More specifically, we’re going to take a
look at Peter’s failures as a disciple, and how Jesus faithfully used these mistakes to
build Peter up into a faithful follower.

➔ We’ll call the series Faith & Failure, and it’s going to be about how our faithful Jesus
transforms us into faithful disciples. This series is based on a short book called When
We Get It Wrong by Dominic Smart, with each of our lessons based on one of the
chapters. It is a fantastic book, one that I would recommend to all of you. The Lord has
used it to encourage me and help me understand what it means to be a faithful disciple.

➔ And this is something that is important for all of us. In fact, it’s the whole purpose of our
Student Ministry. Did you know that? Our mission is to partner with your parents in
developing you all into faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. So it’s probably a good idea for
us to know what it looks like to be a disciple! One way we talk about it is the three
relational directions: upward, inward, and outward. Anyone remember what
relationships those directions symbolize?
◆ Upward: our relationship with God
◆ Inward: our relationship with the church
◆ Outward: our relationship with the world

➔ These three relationships provide some structure to understand what it means to
follow Jesus, but there’s one starting point for all of them: union with Christ.
◆ The most common way God’s Word talks about being a Christian is being “in

Christ”
◆ Page in a book illustration: whatever happens to the book (burned, dropped in

water) happens to the page. Because we are in Christ, his righteousness is ours,
his payment for sins is credited to us, his powerful Spirit lives in us.

◆ Connection to the three directions: Upward (united to Christ), Inward (united to
Christ in his body/church), Outward (united to Christ in his mission)

Small Groups
➔ The New Testament has a ton to say about being in Christ. We’re going to split into a

few groups to look up some of the passages, and then report back to each other what
we’ve learned

➔ For each passage, ask the following questions:
◆ What does this tell us about what it means to be “in Christ”?
◆ Which of the directions (upward, inward, outward) does it connect to?
◆ How does this truth impact how I live my life as a Christian?



Group Scripture Search // Union with Christ
➔ Group 1

◆ John 15:4-7
● Union w/ Christ = abiding in him, like a branch in a vine
● We bear fruit, are pruned, and follow God’s commandments when we

are in Christ
◆ Philippians 3:7-9

● Union w/ Christ = having the righteousness of Christ through faith
● Everything else is worth nothing when compared to being in Christ

◆ Philemon 1:6
● Union w/ Christ is for our good
● Sharing our faith builds our knowledge of these good things

◆ 1 John 2:5-6
● Union w/ Christ = walking in the way Christ walked
● We experience God’s love through our union with Christ

➔ Group 2
◆ Romans 6:23

● Union w/ Christ = eternal life
● We are given this union for free; it is a gift we cannot earn

◆ Romans 8:1-4
● Union w/ Christ = no condemnation
● The righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled in us because we are

united to Christ and his righteousness
◆ 2 Corinthians 1:20

● Union w/ Christ = experiencing the fulfillment of all God’s promises
➔ Group 3

◆ Ephesians 2:22 & Romans 12:5
● Union w/ Christ = united to God’s people
● Through Christ and his Spirit, God is able to dwell with his people

◆ Romans 6:8-13
● Union w/ Christ brings life!
● We are dead to sin and can resist temptations because we are united to

Christ.
◆ Galatians 3:28

● Our union w/ Christ is our primary distinguishing feature
● All believers have common ground in their union w/ Christ


