
God�s Covenant with David // 2 Samuel 7

Introduction
➔ Missions moment: Irby’s and Sareena
➔ Songs: God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen & O Come All Ye Faithful
➔ Memory passage: Psalm 51:10-12 (v. 12 focus)
➔ Recap

◆ Central theme: God cares about our whole hearts, and God makes it possible for
us to reflect His own heart. (1 Sam. 16:7)

◆ When this is the case, our lives reflect Gospel truth. In the story of David and
Mephibosheth, we saw the truth of how God turns enemies into family.

◆ But we also saw what happens when we focus inward as well, and our sin
causes destruction. Last week we learned about the ways that God takes our sin
seriously, but even then we see evidence of his mercy.

◆ This final week, we’re going to take a look at a very important moment in
David’s life: when God made a covenant with him.

➔ Timeline
◆ This takes place after David is crowned over Israel but before either

Mephibosheth or Bathsheba.
◆ We’re jumping back because God’s covenant with David (sometimes called the

Davidic Covenant)is central to David’s story, and is going to transition us into our
study of King Jesus next year.

➔ Pray to open

Study and Discussion
➔ Before we dig into God’s covenant with David, we have to understand what a covenant

is in the first place.
◆ What is a covenant? Any thoughts?

● God always starts first, and it starts with him promising to love, care, and
provide for his people

● The people always respond, and in this case it’s responding with love
and obedience for God

◆ Covenants involve blessings and curses
● Blessings are brought on by God, and they also happen naturally as a

result of living in the way that God has designed



● Curses come from disobedience, because this separates the people from
God, and results in natural consequences of living outside of God’s good
design

➔ This covenant God makes with David builds upon the covenants he has already made
with his people, going all the way back to Adam and Eve, and each new covenant
reveals something new or deeper about God and his people
◆ Adam // What it means to be human and live with God
◆ Noah // God’s promise to never flood the earth, refreshing Adamic covenant
◆ Abraham // Promise to make a great nation, give a good land, bless all people
◆ Moses // Giving of the law, so that God’s people know how to be God’s people
◆ David
◆ New Covenant

➔ Let’s take some time on our own to look at this covenant in verses 1-17. Then we’ll talk
at our tables and share with the larger group what we noticed.
◆ Student observations

● David wanted to bless God, but God turned it around because he’s the
one who blesses

● Lots of repetition of “house” and “forever”
● How can David’s son rule forever if he dies?
● It seems to go back and forth between talking about Solomon and Jesus,

because Jesus can’t sin (v. 14), but Solomon can’t live forever (v. 13).
◆ Main ideas

● God is always the one who initiates the covenant with his people.
● God has been faithful in the past, and he promises to be faithful in the

future, even if the people sin.
● There’s no way that God’s covenant promises could have been fulfilled

by Solomon, because he dies.
➔ If we were to continue reading in 2 Samuel and 1 & 2 Kings, we would see that while

there are some good kings, it goes steadily downhill after Solomon. The kingdom
divides, and eventually the people are exiled.
◆ So there is this big question for God’s people: what happened? Is God not going

to keep his promise? How can a son of David rule forever from the throne when
there isn’t even a kingdom to rule?

◆ This develops a holy longing and wondering about how God will keep his
promises… and this follows all the way through the Old Testament and into the
New.



➔ This is part of the purpose of Advent: waiting expectantly for Jesus, the fulfillment of
the Davidic Covenant.
◆ Our time in this passage concludes a bit abruptly, but that’s okay. As we

meditate on the coming of Christ, it can be a good thing to experience a bit of
that longing.

◆ For us, Christ has already come. He took on our humanity so that we might be
able to be restored to God. But we are still waiting on God to fulfill the rest of
his promise. Christ will come again, and he promises to make all things new, to
make all sad things untrue.

➔ Pray to close


