
David� Bathsheba� & Uriah // 2 Samuel 11-12

Introduction
➔ Song: His Mercy Is More
➔ Memory passage: Psalm 51:10-12 (v. 12 focus) + Hebrews 4:14-16!
➔ Recap

◆ Central theme: God cares about our whole hearts, and God makes it possible for
us to reflect His own heart. (1 Sam. 16:7)

◆ When this is the case, our concerns and confidence are centered on God, and we
can trust him in difficult times.

◆ Last time, we studied the story of David and Mephibosheth, and how it reflects
the Gospel. What are some ways we saw the Gospel?

◆ That story shows how when our hearts reflect God’s heart, our lives reflect
Gospel grace. Our story today shows the opposite: what happens when our
hearts are focused only on ourselves.

◆ I want to be up front: we’re going to be dealing with some heavy topics that
have to do with David’s greatest sins recorded in Scripture. He rapes a woman
named Bathsheba, and then murders her husband to cover it all up.

➔ Timeline
◆ This is after God makes a covenant with David, which we’ll discuss next week,

and after David’s kindness toward Mephibosheth.
◆ So, chronologically, this is the last event we’re going to be learning about in

David’s life. Most of what happens after this involves conflict or consequences of
David’s sin.

◆ So it’s not a fun story to talk about, and sometimes it can be easier to skip over
stuff like this, but it’s good and important for us to take the time to study even
the difficult stories in God’s word, because He promises that all Scripture is
God-breathed and profitable for us.

➔ Pray to open

Study and Discussion
➔ As we walk through this story in 2 Samuel 11 and 12, I want you to notice what we

learn about sin (and sinful people) as well as how God responds to sin
➔ Scripture read-through

◆ 1 Samuel 11
● 11:1-5 (student read) // What details are included here? What do we

learn about David and his sinfulness?



○ Other kings are out in battle, but David is staying home (instead
of going, he “sends” and “remains”). This creates a space for his
sin to flourish!

○ Special note: Bathsheba’s thoughts aren’t shared in this passage,
but it’s important to note that she was not seeking to “seduce”
anyone by bathing, and she wasn’t in a position to say “no” to the
king of Israel. This was rape.

● 11:6-13 // David is trying desperately to cover up his sin here, but it
keeps going wrong. He invites Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband, back from
the battlefield to sleep with his wife, but he refuses. Then the next night
he gets Uriah drunk, but he still won’t do it.

○ What’s interesting here is that Uriah is being faithful to God’s
law. David is the king, and is supposed to be the man after God’s
own heart, right? But Uriah is more faithful even when he’s drunk
than David is when he is sober.

● 11:14-24 // All his attempts to cover up his sin have failed, so David
decides to have Uriah killed. When Uriah goes back out to the battlefield,
David gives instructions for Joab, the military leader, to put Uriah at the
front line so that he is sure to die. And it works… Uriah is killed in battle.

● 11:25-27 // Can someone read verses 25-27 for us?
○ David acts like Uriah’s death was just an unfortunate

consequence of the battle, instead of a direct result of David’s
command to Joab.

○ God has been silent up to this point, and David might think he’s
gotten away with it. But God saw everything, and it displeases
him (see direct contrast with David’s encouragement for Joab not
to be displeased by what happened).

◆ Let’s look at our questions again.
● What does the passage have to say about sin?

○ Sin is dangerous! It can start small so we think we have control
over it, but it builds up over time. In order to cover up his sin,
David sinned even more, and this is always the pattern when we
aren’t willing to confess our sin.

○ Sin damages us and others. There were so many consequences of
David’s continued sin, ones that he probably wouldn’t have
anticipated when this all began.

● What does it have to say about God?



○ God’s silence doesn’t mean he isn’t aware or doesn’t care about
what’s happening. Sin is offensive and displeasing to God.

◆ 2 Samuel 12
● 12:1-6 // God sends Nathan, a prophet, to tell David about a rich man

who was neighbors with a poor man. Even though the rich man has
flocks and flocks of sheep, he takes the only sheep his poor neighbor
owns and kills it to feed a guest that visits. David is angry at the rich
man, arguing that he deserves to be punished.

● 12:7-15 // Can someone read verses 7-10 and someone read verses
11-15?

○ There are natural consequences to David’s sin, but also
punishment that impacts others (esp. Bathsheba and their child).

○ David’s actions revealed that he “despised the Word of the Lord”
in his disobedience and abuse/murder of others

● David wrote Psalm 51 (where our memory passage is from) in light of all
that happened here. What do we learn from this psalm?

○ Sin is always first and foremost against God (though this doesn’t
mean that our sin’s impact on others doesn’t matter)

○ We are sinful by nature and need God’s help to be cleansed and
made righteous.

○ God takes sin seriously, but it doesn’t stop his mercy. In fact, it’s
more accurate to say that we actually experience God’s mercy in
the way that he takes our sin seriously.

○ What would it mean if God didn’t take our sin seriously?
◆ He wouldn’t be a truly just God.
◆ He wouldn’t really care about us. Since sin leads to death

and is the opposite of what we were created for, it is not
good for us. God’s rebuke and correction for our sin is
made out of love for us.

➔ The Gospel in 2 Samuel 11-12
◆ GROUP CHAT: How can we see the Gospel in our passage today?

● The ultimate consequence of our sin—death—was taken by Jesus on the
cross. All of God’s wrath for our sin was put on him, so those of us who
are trusting in Jesus will never have to know that wrath.

● In God’s grace, we still experience discipline so that we are guided away
from our sin and trust in Him

◆ Talk with your groups about one takeaway for this week.


