
God & Goliath // 1 Samuel 17

Introduction
➔ Announcements

◆ Student Cards!
◆ Nerf Night!

➔ Song: Goodness of God
➔ Memory passage: Psalm 51:10-12
➔ Recap

◆ God sees the inside, cares more about our hearts than our outward actions and
appearance.

◆ More than we need to be like David, we need to abide in Jesus.
➔ Pray to open

Main Lesson
➔ Kingship timeline recap

◆ God’s people demanded a king → Saul established as first king
◆ Saul focused on outward obedience, not heart obedience → rejected by God
◆ David anointed as next king (though Saul is still the king)
◆ We see a repeated theme throughout these moments, and throughout David’s

life as a whole… anyone remember what it is?
● 1 Samuel 16:7 // For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the

outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”
● We’re going to continue to see that theme play out as we look at the

next story in David’s life.
➔ Now we’re going to explore one of the most famous stories from David’s life, and

probably all of the Old Testament: when David fights Goliath
◆ Let’s read 1 Samuel 17:1-11 first to get a picture of who Goliath is. Can

someone read that passage for us?
● Vertical jump challenge: what’s the highest someone can jump?
● Notice and draw the details about Goliath mentioned in the passage.
● Note that Goliath is about 9 feet, 6 inches tall… reaching just about the

height of our ceiling.
◆ Throughout the rest of the chapter we see different individuals or groups of

people demonstrate different concerns and place their confidence in different
things. We’re going to split into groups and each take a look at a separate
passage to identify these things (vv. 23-27, vv. 31-40, vv. 41-51)



● The people of God
○ They were concerned that they were going to be defeated by the

Philistines; they would either die or be enslaved (v. 11, 24)
○ Their only confidence was in a hero that might take Goliath on,

but there was little actual hope that Goliath could be defeated
● Goliath

○ Goliath has little concern. He is focused on his own glory and
defeating the Israelites.

○ Goliath’s confidence is set on himself— he is convinced that his
great stature and the armor + weapons he has will allow him to
easily defeat any hero the Israelites put forward.

● Saul
○ Saul’s concern is similar to that of his people, but it may also

involve his own humiliation if he were to take on Goliath and be
killed. He wants someone else to step up, as evidenced by the
prize he has offered to the one who kills Goliath (v. 25)

○ Saul’s confidence could be in the hero who kills Goliath, but also
in the tools (i.e. weapons and armor) that he uses (vv. 38-39)

● David
○ David’s concern is that the Philistines are dishonoring God and

that the people of God are not doing anything about it (v. 26, 45)
○ David’s confidence is clearly in God (vv. 34-37, 45-47). His

comments are almost casual; it is clear to him that he will prevail
not because he is an amazing warrior, but because God is on the
side of His people.

➔ The story takes every possible opportunity to emphasize that David is not the hero; God
is the one who defeated Goliath. But because David’s concerns and confidence were in
the right place, he was used by God to defeat the giant.
◆ Group Chat

● What are we often most concerned about in our lives?
● Where do we put our confidence?
● What does it look like to be most concerned with God’s honor, and to

put our confidence first and foremost in Him?
◆ Pair & Share: What’s one takeaway for you this week?

➔ Pray to close


