
Saul Rejected� David Chosen // 1 Samuel 15 & 16

Announcements & Intro
➔ Announcements

◆ Fall Retreat recap
◆ Understanding Islam Symposium next Sunday (no youth group)
◆ High school hike day: Thursday, Oct. 13 (Fall Break)

➔ Song: Living Hope
➔ Memory passage: Psalm 51:10-12

◆ Hand out memory passage cards
◆ Memory method: read it together, then practice using just the first letter of each

word
➔ Review

◆ What did we talk about last time?
◆ Why did Israel demand a king?
◆ Who has an example from the last two weeks of when they lived their life

like Jesus was their King?
➔ Pray to open

Main Lesson
➔ STARTING QUOTE // “For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks at the outward

appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
◆ Take a moment to yourself and think about what that means. Anyone want to

share?
◆ We’re going to be looking at two passages tonight and learning more about

what makes David a man after God’s own heart.
◆ And the heart is key idea in both these passages, so as we read together and

talk about them, I want you to keep this quote in mind.
➔ Last time we talked about how Israel demanded a king so they could be like the other

nations. Since then, a king was chosen: Saul! But he is ultimately rejected by God, as
we’ll see tonight. Then we’re going to read about God choosing David instead.
◆ The timeline can be a bit tricky, because Saul is still king after David is chosen.

So let’s run through it really quick.
◆ People’s demand → Saul chosen → Saul disobeys and is rejected → David is

chosen → David & Goliath → Saul gets jealous and tries to kill David (several
times) → Saul eventually dies → After some fighting, David eventually becomes
king over all Israel



➔ We’re going to split into 2 (or 4) groups to cover these two passages.
◆ First, your group will read the passage together.
◆ Then, together, you’re going to pull out 5 pieces of important info. Think of this

as summary points for anyone who hasn’t read the passage.
◆ In both passages, there are characters who assume something is true, but they

are proven wrong. Talk together to identify what the assumptions are, and then
what the reality is.

◆ Someone from your group can come up and write each of the things on the giant
sticky notes, and then we’ll go over them together.

➔ Discuss & Write
◆ 1 Samuel 15:1-23

● Summarize
○ God commanded Saul to destroy the Amalekites and everything

that belonged to them.
○ Saul destroyed the Amalakites but allowed some of their things

to be taken as spoil.
○ God regrets making Saul king.
○ Samuel and Saul meet up, and Saul says he obeyed God, bringing

the spoils so he could make sacrifices to God.
○ Samuel tells Saul that God desires an obedient heart more than

sacrifices.
● Assumption: God cares more about sacrifices than an obedient heart.
● Reality: God cares about an obedient heart more than making sacrifices.

◆ 1 Samuel 16:1-13
● Summarize

○ God tells Samuel to go to Jesse because one of his sons is the
new king.

○ Samuel assumes the firstborn, Eliab, is the king, but he is not.
○ God says man looks at the outside, but He looks at the heart.
○ After the rest of the sons are rejected, Jesse brings out his

youngest son, David.
○ God chooses David and Samuel anoints him.

● Assumption: God only uses people who look the part to accomplish His
will.

● Reality: God cares more about the heart than what someone looks like.



➔ Group Chat // How do these assumptions show up in our lives today?
◆ Get in groups of two or three and talk through this question together. Take 30

seconds to silently think through how you would answer this question, and then
share some thoughts with each other. Everyone try to have at least one answer.

◆ Examples
● Assumption: God cares more about outward obedience than a heart of

obedience
○ Doing Christian things (e.g. going to church, reading the Bible)

but not caring about really growing in our relationship with God
○ Doing what Mom or Dad ask us to do, but being angry at them or

annoyed
○ Being nice to someone when they’re around, but then talking

about them behind their back
○ Acting humble around others, but inwardly thinking prideful

thoughts
● Assumption: God only uses certain people to accomplish his will

○ Not talking about God around my friends because I don’t think I’ll
be able to answer questions they might have

○ Going with the crowd even when I know it’s wrong, because they
would never listen to me if I spoke up

○ Not trying to set an example for others because there’s so much
sin in my own life that I would just be called a hypocrite

◆ The reality is that we will mess up and make mistakes. And the good news is
that Jesus paid the price for those sins! We don’t have to pretend to have it all
together, and this gives us freedom to actually grow in our spiritual walk. Plus,
God is wise enough and powerful enough to use us even if we feel weak or not
equipped to do what he wants us to do!

➔ Final Thought
◆ This week, when we notice that we’re demonstrating outward obedience but

our hearts aren’t in it, let’s stop and ask God for help in making us desire to
honor him.

◆ When we find ourselves thinking that God could never use us (e.g. we’re too
scared, we struggle with sin too much, we don’t know what to do), let’s remind
ourselves that God can use whoever he wants to!


