
Israel Demands a King // 1 Samuel 8:1-8

Introduction
➔ Announcements

◆ Student Cards!
◆ Fall Retreat next weekend! Meet at the church at 5pm.
◆ No youth group next Sunday
◆ High school hike day: Thursday, Oct. 13 (Fall Break)

➔ Memory passage: Psalm 51:10-12
◆ This is a passage from a psalm written by David, which is who our series is

focused on.
◆ Activity: Practice it through, then have students draw it out on the whiteboard

and others have to guess which line goes with which drawing
➔ Series intro

◆ This semester we’ll be taking a look at several moments from David’s life
◆ Some familiar stories mixed with some less-familiar ones
◆ This isn’t going to be a series about how we all just need to be like David. The

reality is that David sinned big time. He disobeyed God, he committed adultery,
he committed murder. And yet, God remained faithful to him.

➔ Pray to open

Main Lesson
➔ GROUP CHAT 1 // What is the most important quality for a good king or queen to

have? Be ready to defend your answer!
◆ Each group share their top quality of a good king or queen (e.g. integrity, loyalty,

wisdom, courage, etc.)
◆ These are all great qualities. What we’re going to see, though, is that this isn’t

the stuff that Israel was concerned about when they demanded a king.
➔ Context of the Big Story

◆ The series we’re in is about King David, but before we can really talk about him,
it’s important for us to know what led up to his reign, because Israel didn’t
always have a king

● What were some things that happened to Israel before they had a
king?

● Abraham → Israel in Egypt → Moses & Exodus → Promised Land →
Judges → Now!

◆ Here’s a brief timeline of where we’re at…



➔ So now that we have a sense of where we’re at in Israel’s history, let’s take a look at our
passage: 1 Samuel 8:1-8.
◆ Can someone read vv. 1-5, and another person read vv. 6-8?
◆ This is a big turning point in Israel’s history, because they’ve never had a king

before. And it’s worth talking about why this matters.
● We’ll give everyone a minute or so to read through the passage again,

and think about the following questions: what did the people of Israel
want, and why? What about God?

● Then we’ll talk at our table, and fill out the whiteboard with our
thoughts.

◆ So what did you all think?
● Israel wanted a king specifically so that they could be like all the other

nations. We learn in the passage that this means they do not want God
to be their king.

● God wants to be the Israelites’ king, but the reality is that he already is!
What he wants is for the Israelites to recognize his kingship over them
and live as faithful citizens of his kingdom. He knows this is what they
were created and chosen for, and this is how they will flourish.

● Part of being God’s people means recognizing Him as the King
● When God’s people do this, the whole world is blessed

○ Illustration: the audience is blessed when all the actors all play
their role in the show.

◆ The thing is, if you’re a Christian, that means you’re part of God’s people. So
even though the Israelites lived thousands of years ago, these are still things we
need to consider for ourselves.

➔ GROUP CHAT 2 // What does it look like for us to act like God is our king? What can
make this difficult?
◆ Let’s take some time on our own to think through how we would answer these

questions for ourselves. Write down a few words or thoughts on your paper.
◆ Then we’ll take some time to share at the table, and then as a group.

● If God is our King…
○ We should obey Him
○ He has our best interests at heart
○ He knows what is good for us
○ Our citizenship is in heaven
○ We have victory over sin and death in him
○ He deserves our love and praise



● Why is this difficult?
○ We like being our own boss
○ Sometimes we don’t recognize why God wants us to do

something or not do something
○ The world says we should submit to no one
○ Sometimes sin feels better than obedience

➔ Talk with your group about 1 takeaway for you this week
➔ Pray to close


