
WORSHIP GUIDE

MISSION
Good Neighbors, Sharing the Good News

MESSAGE 
Coming of the Lord
“Preaching the Good News”

DATE
January 29th, 2023
4th Sunday after the Epiphany
Liturgical Color  |  Green
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NEW HERE?
WELCOME GUESTS
If you are interested in being in relationship with us, please provide information you are 
comfortable sharing via our online sign-in link on our website; stjohnsumc.org, scan the QR code 
on the back of your worship guide, or fill out the “guest card” located at the end of the pew, and 
place it in the offering plate.

SUNDAY WORSHIP AND PROGRAMMING SCHEDULE 

8:00 AM       SOLOIST REHEARSAL | Sanctuary

8:30 AM WORSHIP | Chapel

9:30 AM PATHWAYS SUNDAY SCHOOL | 205
 CHOIR REHEARSAL | Sanctuary
 
10:45 AM WORSHIP |  Sanctuary and Virtual
 CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL | Kid’s Clubhouse
 NURSERY CARE | 103

MAKE SOME NOISE FOR MISSIONS
Loose change in the offering plate is used to meet our budgeted support of our sister church 
Lihonzwane UMC in Mozambique. 

NURSERY SERVICE | ROOM 103
Children, newborn through 5, are welcome in the Nursery during the 10:45 AM worship service. 
The Nursery staff kindly asks all parents to sign-in each Sunday and leave a cell phone number 
in case they need to contact you during the service.  Also, please clearly label all of your child’s 
important belongings.  If your child has a fever, running nose, or cough, please keep your child 
home.  Questions? Allie Cobb; allie.cobb@stjohnsumc.org

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL | Kid’s Club House 
Children kindergarten - 5th grade are welcome and will be dismissed from the 10:45 AM 
Worship Service as we journey through scripture each week in Cokesbury Deep Blue curriculum. 
Deep Blue is ideal for multi aged learners to adventure through the Bible with scripture, a brief 
animated video, science, craft, game, and music. Deep Blue curriculum helps children discover 
what it means to follow Jesus. Our Safe Gatherings trained teachers and helpers look forward to 
sharing God's love with your children. If you are interested in "diving deep" with Sunday School, 
we would love to have you on our journey. Questions?  Allie Cobb; allie.cobb@stjohnsumc.org.

MEMBERS & GUESTS
Please register your presence on the attendance pads at the end of your pew, scan the QR code 
on the back of the Worship Guide, or visit our website: stjohnsumc.org.



PRELUDE | When Morning Gilds the Skies | setting by Jason D. Payne, 2015
Dale Morehouse, organ
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

SERVING
NEXT WEEK | 2.5.2023

8:30 AM | CHAPEL 
LAY READER | Volunteer
USHER | Volunteer

10:45 AM | SANCTUARY
LAY READER | Cathy Doyal
USHERS |  Gary Fischer
 Wes Shumate

THIS WEEK | 1.29.2023

8:30 AM | CHAPEL 
LAY READER | John Rasmus
USHER | John Rasmusr

10:45 AM | SANCTUARY
LAY READER | Jill Gardner
USHERS |  Russ Wilson
 Volunteer Needed

INTROIT | This is the Day | music by Dan Forrest, 2021
Chancel Choir; Dale Morehouse, pianist and conductor

Dan Forrest’s setting of Psalm 118, written for a tour of the Holy Land, captures the fresh 
wonder of a new day – in the land where the psalmist wrote these words, or wherever we are 
on God’s earth. The gentle joy of this anthem leads us to gratitude for each day of our lives.

This is the day which the Lord hath made: we will rejoice and be glad in it.
The Lord is my strength, the Lord is my song. He has become my salvation.

You are my God, I will exalt you.
(words from Psalm 118)

Worship Symbol Notes
* | All are invited to rise in spirit and, as you are able, please stand
BLUE TEXT indicates 10:45 AM service only

WELCOME & INVITATIONS | Rev. Dr. Jim Hoffman
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
*OPENING HYMN | When Morning Gilds the Skies | UMH 185

Used by Permission. One License #A-711994 and CCLI License #20350573 & 20350566

*CALL TO WORSHIP | Allie Cobb
Leader  | The heavens are telling the glory of God;
People | And the firmament proclaims God’s handiwork.
Leader  | Day to day pours forth speech,
People | And night to night declares knowledge.
Leader  |There is no speech, nor are there words;
People | Their voice is not heard;
Leader  | Yet their voice goes out through all the earth,
People | And their words to the end of the world.
Leader  | The glory of God echoes throughout the world.
People | Let us praise the name of the Lord.
ALL | Amen.
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*HYMN OF PRAISE | Spirit of God | TFWS 2117 (1, 3, 5)

Used by Permission. One License #A-711994 and CCLI License #20350573 & 20350566
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CHILDREN’S MOMENT AND DISMISSAL TO *SUNDAY SCHOOL
*Sunday School Lesson | Jesus Brings Good News 

PRAYER JOY
 Thank you Sue Young for donating cookies for all to enjoy after the 10:45 AM Worship   
 service!

PRAYER CONCERNS
 Reed and Christine Fischer | Nephew of Gary and Stacy Fischer
 Luke Karel | Friend of Cindy & Barry Mayhew
 Tim Doke | Friend of Steve Doyal
 Gail Wien
 Christopher Lorimer | Friend of David and Julia Soxman
 Bill Pike | Brother of Susan Castillo
 Barb Meyer
 Chris Mueller
 Carina Kinnear | Friend of David and Julia Soxman
 Claudia Lampkin| Friend of Christine Copeland
 JJ Newby Ketzle | Friend of Jill Gardner
 Kevin Koch | Friend of John Rector
 Seth McAdams
 Linda Edwards | Friend of Ginny Miller
 Susan Lovell | Mother of Mason Paoli
 Hawa Camara | Friend of Ginny Miller
 Charles (Cy) Moyer | Brother of Ruth Gerald
 Those in Hospice Care, their families, and caregivers
 Those Dealing with Dementia, their families & caregivers
 UMC Hospice Program in Mongolia
 Our Pastors & Other Church Leaders
 Heartland District Superintendent, Reverend David A. Gilmore
 Missouri Conference Bishop,  Bob Farr 
 Lihonzwane UMC in Mozambique and Pastor Lidia Juliao Vilanculo
 Ponca Indian UMC at White Eagle 
 The Village of La Grecia in Nicaragua 
 Worldwide Unrest and Persecution
 Those who live on the margins of society
 Those serving in the Military and all First Responders
 Those impacted by natural disasters
 Those suffering at the hands of others
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PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

SOLO | Come to Jesus | words and music by Chris Rice, 2003; arranged by Mark Hayes, 
2020 | Grace Mott, soprano; Tara Curtis, mezzo soprano; Dale Morehouse, piano

Chris Rice is an American singer and songwriter who works in the contemporary Christian 
music, contemporary folk and adult contemporary genres. His parents, and other adult mentors, 
influenced Rice’s Christian faith and his early work with youth and college students. While 
leading music and coaching high school soccer teams he began writing songs. For two decades, 
Rice spent his time as an itinerant speaker and songwriter/musician, playing for high school and 
college conferences and camps nationwide. This schedule prepared Chris for his career as a 
signed recording artist, touring the country with a full band. This song is included on his album, 
Run The Earth – Watch The Sky.

Many of Chris’s songs reflect the many experiences he had in his own life in which words, 
science, humor, nature, questions, and faith are among his “muses” or influences when it comes 
to his music. This song is a hymn of encouragement… inviting us to focus on Jesus.
Bible Reference… Colossians 2:6-8; 3:2; Hebrews 12:1,2

Weak and wounded sinner, lost and left to die,
Oh, raise your head, for love is passing by.

Come to Jesus! Come to Jesus! Come to Jesus, and live!

Now your burden’s lifted and carried far away,
and precious blood has washed away the stain. So,
sing to Jesus! Sing to Jesus! Sing to Jesus, and live!

Continued on pg 7
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SCRIPTURE | Matthew 4:12-17 | CEB
Now when Jesus heard that John was arrested, he went to Galilee.  He left Nazareth and settled 
in Capernaum, which lies alongside the sea in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali.  This fulfilled 
what Isaiah the prophet said:

 Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
        alongside the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles,
     the people who lived in the dark have seen a great light,
        and a light has come upon those who lived in the region and in shadow of death.

 From that time Jesus began to announce, “Change your hearts and lives! Here comes the 
kingdom of heaven!”

READER | The Word of God for the people of God
PEOPLE  | Thanks be to God

And, like a newborn baby, don’t be afraid to crawl.
And, remember, when you walk sometimes you fall. So,

fall on Jesus! Fall on Jesus! Fall on Jesus, and live!

Sometimes the way is lonely and steep and filled with pain.
So, if your sky is dark and pours the rain, then

cry to Jesus! Cry to Jesus! Cry to Jesus, and live!

Oh, and when the love spills over and music fills the night,
and when you can’t contain your joy inside, then

dance for Jesus! Dance for Jesus! Dance for Jesus, and live!

And, with your final heartbeat, kiss the world goodbye.
Then, go in peace, and laugh on Glory’s side, and

fly to Jesus! Fly to Jesus! Fly to Jesus, and live!
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

GENEROSITY MOMENT

OFFERTORY ANTHEM (10:45) | I Must Tell Jesus | words/music by Elisha Hoffman, arr. 
Molly Ijames, 2022 | Chancel Choir; Val Mathenia, soloist; Dale Morehouse, pianist and 
conductor

From the author and composer, Elisha Hoffman:
There was a woman to whom God had permitted many visitations of sorrow and affliction. 
Coming to her home one day, I found her much discouraged. She unburdened her heart, 
concluding with the question, “Brother Hoffman, what shall I do?” I quoted from the word, then 
added, “You cannot do better than to take all of your sorrows to Jesus. You must tell Jesus.”
For a moment she seemed lost in meditation. Then her eyes lighted as she exclaimed, “Yes, I 
must tell Jesus.” As I left her home I had a vision of that joy illuminated face…and I heard all along 
my pathway the echo, “I must tell Jesus. I must tell Jesus.”

Molly Ijames’ artful piano accompaniment combines with gospel-influenced vocal textures and 
rhythms in this delightful new arrangement. 

I must tell Jesus all of my trials; I cannot bear these burdens alone;
In my distress He kindly will help me; He ever loves and cares for His own.
Refrain: I must tell Jesus! I must tell Jesus! I cannot bear my burdens alone;

I must tell Jesus! I must tell Jesus! Jesus can help me, Jesus alone.

I must tell Jesus all of my troubles; He is a kind, compassionate friend;
If I but ask Him, He will deliver, Make of my troubles quickly an end. Refrain

Tempted and tried, I need a great Savior; One who can help my burdens to bear;
I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus; He all my cares and sorrows will share. Refrain

(words and music by Elisha Hoffman, 1893)

MESSAGE | Coming of the Lord “Preaching Good News” | Rev. Dr. Jim Hoffman
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Used by Permission. One License #A-711994 and CCLI License #20350573 & 20350566

*DOXOLOGY | Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow | UMH 95
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*HYMN OF SENDING FORTH | There’s Within My Heart a Melody | UMH 380 (1, 3, 5)

Used by Permission. One License #A-711994 and CCLI License #20350573 & 20350566
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*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE | Improvisation on “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 
Dale Morehouse, organ

ORDER OF WORSHIP

Continued on page 12

January 30th to February 4th 
Scripture Reading(s) for the week:  Matthew 4:12-17; Mark 1:14-
15; Luke 4:16-21; Isaiah 9:1-2, 42:1-9, 58:6, 61:1-4
 
As most of you are aware, Margaret and I take a few road trips each year to visit our 
granddaughter, Chloe, and her parents.  Before this last summer, it was to Warren, Ohio but 
now they live in Monroe, MI.  It is not exactly a straight shot from our house to theirs.  You 
actually have to make several turns onto different roads to get there.  Typically, once I get to 
Indianapolis, I put their address into my GPS and follow it the rest of the way.  Some of you have 
done this and in doing so you probably experience the same results I do.  GPS offers you several 
different routes and you have to decide which one to take.  If you do not mind tolls, you can 
select that route.  If you do, then it will offer you a route that avoids tolls.  I have even noticed 
that when I put in their address while at home in our driveway it will suggest a route through 
Des Moines and over through Chicago instead of through St. Louis and Indianapolis.  Usually I 
select the quickest route especially since we have never made it there in under twelve hours.  
While there are options, there is usually a best way to go.

The prophet Isaiah describes the people as dwelling in darkness.  We all know that true darkness 
makes it difficult for us to know where to go.  I have stubbed many a big toe wandering in the 
darkness.  Isn’t it funny how often we think we know where we are going only to find out we are 
lost (wandering in the proverbial darkness.)  Parts of life are often like that; sometimes it feels 
like all of life is like that.  Certainly, in the times where we are trapped in our self-centered and 
sinful ways, we are in darkness whether we realize it or not.  At least until someone comes along 
and points us in a different direction.

God became one of us not to merely tell us about a different way.  Anyone can tell you which 
way to go.  Instead, Jesus came to show us the way to go.  For me, it is like going to Brookside 
market and asking the manager, where are the diced pimentos?  He has yet to say to me, “They 
are on this isle, half way down, on the left side in the middle.”  Actually, he takes me on the 



12
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journey and shows me exactly where the pimentos are located.  Jesus not only says to us, repent 
(which in the Greek means literally “go a new direction”) but Jesus shows us the new direction 
he is leading us to go.  That new direction is into the kingdom of heaven that is come.
 
I invite you to take time and read each of the scriptures above as you move to reflect on the 
questions below.  Pause for a while and discern where you find yourself spiritually – dwelling in 
darkness or walking in a different direction that is light and life.  Lastly, I pray that God bless the 
reading of God’s Word and the meditations of your heart.

Questions to Consider this week:
• Monday:  Is there something that you repeatedly do even though you know that it is wrong, 

sinful?  What is it?
• Tuesday:  Have you ever prayed that God help you to stop doing it or have you resigned to 

the notion that this is just the way you are?
• Wednesday:  What steps are you taking that lead away from “darkness” and toward God’s 

light?
• Thursday:  What specific thing about Jesus is an example for you of what it means to dwell 

in light?
• Friday:  When Jesus says, “the kingdom of heaven is near” what do you think this means 

spiritually and physically?
• Saturday:  What do you believe your path looks like in an effort to follow Jesus?

Actions for the Week:
• Head:  Assess the internal voice and the positive or negative things it is telling you.
• Heart:  Consider the ways in which you are resisting God and the ways in which you are a 

repentant follower.
• Hand:  Adopt an attitude of prayer empowering you to consistently seek the way God 

would have you to go.

Prayer:  Eternal God, you invite us to follow and become fishers of others.  You equip us with 
talents and gifts for our venture.  We humbly respond to your gracious invitation and place our 
gifts at your disposal.  As we go out to serve, receive the results of our efforts in your name.  
Turn them to good where we have erred.  Shed light on our path as we seek to abide in your 
way.  Amen.
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THIS WEEK
SUNDAY  | 1.29
 8:30 AM Worship Service | Chapel
 10:45 AM Worship Service | Sanctuary & Virtual
 12:15 PM Youth Movie Matinee | Youth Lounge

MONDAY  | 1.30
 9:00 AM PDO Winter Session
 9:30 AM N2N Lunch Prep | Brookside Hall Kitchen
 11:00 AM N2N Lunch Service | Mount Washington Missionary Baptist Church
 1:00 PM Quilting Group | 205
 6:30 PM Leadership Council Meeting | Brookside Hall
 
TUESDAY  | 1.31
 9:00 AM PDO Winter Session
 9:30 AM Tuesday Morning Bible Study | 205
 9:30 AM Mystic Misfits | Brookside Hall
 10:00 AM Baby Grace and Neighbor 2 Neighbor Drop Off (until 2 PM) | Rotunda
  11:30 AM Bell Choir Rehearsal | Choir Room
 6:30 PM Mandolin Orchestra of Kansas City Rehearsal | Brookside Hall

WEDNESDAY | 2.1
 9:00 AM PDO Winter Session
 9:30 AM Staff Meeting | Library
 6:45 PM Men’s Pizza Night | Waldo Pizza

THURSDAY  | 2.2
 7:30 AM Foundations for Faith | Brookside Hall
 9:00 AM PDO Winter Session
 10:00 AM Baby Grace and Neighbor 2 Neighbor Drop Off (until 2 PM) | Rotunda

FRIDAY  | 2.3
 1:00 PM Living Streams | Zoom
 6:30 PM UMKC Student Recording | Sanctuary

SATURDAY  | 2.4
  No Scheduled Activities

SUNDAY  | 2.5 | Communion Sunday
 8:30 AM Worship Service | Chapel
 10:45 AM Worship Service | Sanctuary & Virtual
 12:15 PM Children’s Escape Room
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“WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS” APPRECIATION LUNCH
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH | FOLLOWING THE 10:45 AM WORSHIP SERVICE
Volunteers are the heart and soul of St. John’s and we would like to show our gratitude by 
hosting a “Thank you” lunch.  Everyone is in the congregation is invited!  If you are able to make 
it please RSVP on your attendance pad or with the church office as soon as possible so we can 
get a head count for food; stjohnsumc@stjohnsumc.org or 816.523.6788. 

INVITATIONS

PATHWAYS SUNDAY SCHOOL
New Year – New Study!  Join us for a walk through the Holy Land with a series of lectures about 
the history and archeology of the Bible.  This is not a travelogue, but some of the history that has 
been ascertained by using both the Bible and archeology of the region.  Each week stands alone 
and you are welcome any week on Sunday morning at 9:30 AM in Room 205. Questions? Cheri 
Leigh; cleigh@leok.com

YOUTH MOVIE MATINEE
TODAY, JANUARY 29TH | 12:15 PM | YOUTH LOUNGE 
Lights! Camera! Youth! Action! All youth are invited to bring a friend and a favorite movie. We will 
decide as a group which movie to watch. Lunch and cozy furniture provided. Enjoy a cold winters 
afternoon in the company of good friends. Please RSVP to Allie Cobb; allie.cobb@stjohnsumc.org

CHILDREN’S ESCAPE ROOM
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH | 12:15 PM
You can’t escape that God’s love is always with you! Children are invited to us for lunch and a fun 
way to learn about how God is always with us and loves us no matter what! Please RSVP to Allie 
Cobb if your child would like to attend; allie.cobb@stjohnsumc.org

ST.  JOHN’S CHILDREN/YOUTH



SENIOR PASTOR
Jim Hoffman  |  Ext 303
jimh@stjohnsumc.org

ORGANIST AND
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
Dale Morehouse
dmorehousekc@yahoo.com

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN, YOUTH
AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
Allie Cobb  |  Ext 305
allie.cobb@stjohnsumc.org

CHURCH OFFICE MANAGER 
Jessica Gattorna  |  Ext 301
jessicag@stjohnsumc.org

PARENTS DAY OUT  |  PRESCHOOL

DIRECTOR
Jill Gardner  |  816.523.6792
jill.gardner@stjohnsumc.org

Register attendance

FAMILY BOWLING EVENT!


