
WORSHIP GUIDE

MISSION
Engaging people to love and serve God in 
Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit

MESSAGE 
Let Them Come to Me 
“For Connection”

DATE
March 7th, 2021
Third Sunday of Lent
Liturgical Color  |  Purple



COMPASSION AT ST.  JOHN’S
COMPASSION IN OUR ST. JOHN’S UMC COMMUNITY
One of the things we often hear from members of our church is how much they love and 
appreciate the feeling of “Community” we have at St. John’s UMC.  To ensure we support that 
feeling, we will continue to do the small things that tell our members we care.  If you know of 
someone or are someone who is experiencing a joy or a difficult time, we want to know about it 
so we can show our love.  We never need to know the details, but we are happy to add someone 
to our prayer list, send a card, or reach out via phone call. Here’s how you can let us know:

• E-mail a prayer request to the church office; stjohnsumc@stjohnsumc.org
• Contact the church office to add a name to the prayer list; stjohnsumc@stjohnsumc.org
• Contact the church office to have a card sent; stjohnsumc@stjohnsumc.org
•  Contact Pastor Jim Hoffman for pastoral care calls;  816-679-1070 or jimh@stjohnsumc.org
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NEW HERE?
 

WELCOME GUESTS
If you are interested in being in relationship with us, please provide information you are 
comfortable sharing via our online sign-in link; bit.ly/3rmp1q7. Or on our website; stjohnsumc.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 9:30 AM PATHWAYS ADULT BIBLE STUDY | Virtual
 CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL | Sanctuary
 **CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:45 AM WORSHIP |  Virtual and *Sanctuary

We look forward to enjoying a Sunday service with you online or *in-person

**We are offering a virtual children’s Sunday school.  Please contact Allie Cobb if you are 
interested in participating; allie.cobb@stjohnsumc.org
*See our in-person worship guidelines on our website; stjohnsumc.org



PRELUDE | Prelude in G Major | music by Felix Mendelssohn, 1837

WELCOME & INVITATIONS | Jim Hoffman
* Worship Symbol Notes
* | All are invited to rise in spirit and, as you are able, please stand
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INTROIT | How Lovely are the Messengers, from ST. PAUL | music by Felix 
Mendelssohn, 1836
Quire in Quarantine; Dale Morehouse, pianist and conductor

Felix Mendelssohn’s oratorio, ST. PAUL, had its English-text premiere in Liverpool in 1836, 
and “How Lovely Are the Messengers” is one of its well-loved moments. At this point of the 
oratorio, disciples of Christ are going out into the world to preach the Gospel. Paul has been 
converted, and the Holy Spirit sends him and Barnabas out to preach the good word. The two 
disciples sing a duet as they go forth. This leads directly to this famous chorus. It begins with a 
choral duet between two sections of the choir, in keeping with the two particular disciples who 
have just departed. At the words “To all the nations is gone forth the sound of their words” the 
music breaks out into glorious four-part harmony.

How lovely are the messengers that preach us the Gospel of peace.
To all the nations is gone forth the sounds of their words,

throughout the lands their glad tidings.
 (Romans 10: 15, 18)

ORDER OF WORSHIP
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
*OPENING HYMN | The Old Rugged Cross | UMH 504

Used by Permission. One License #A-711994 and CCLI License #20350573 & 20350566

Continued on page 4



ORDER OF WORSHIP
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*RESPONSIVE LITANY AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION

CHILDREN’S MOMENT
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Responsive Litany and Prayer of Confession

Words and Music by Marty Haugen, 1982 arranged by Joel Raney, 2016

Choir/Soloist:

Lord, in the desert for forty days,

for us you suffered, for us you prayed.

Abide with us, till darkness is past,

and Easter joy floods our hearts at last.

During Lent, we reflect on the meaning of suffering.

    Through suffering, we become aware of God's presence.

All around us we see sorrow, brokenness and pain.

     Through suffering, we become aware of God's power.

We struggle with our own trials and search in vain for answers.

     Through suffering, we become aware of God's promises.

We think of the magnitude of Christ's suffering on the cross.

     Through suffering, we deepen our faith.

We cry out helplessly when our burdens seem unbearable.

 Through suffering, we learn to comfort others.

Merciful God, grant us strength and courage to face the trials in our lives, and keep us grateful

for all the joys. Cheer us in our sorrow and sustain us in our suffering. Keep us aware of our

weakness and dependent upon your strength. Remind us of Christ's suffering on the cross, and

renew us by your Holy Spirit that we may follow your commands and proclaim your love to

a suffering world. Amen.

Congregation sings REFRAIN:

Congregation repeats REFRAIN to close.



ORDER OF WORSHIP
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PRAYER JOY
 The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in memory of Doug Young.   
 Given with love by his wife, Susan Young.

PRAYER CONCERNS
 Mike Shannon | Family friend of Christine Copeland
 Hawa Camara | Friend of Ginny Miller
 Worldwide Pandemic
 Matthew Salas | Child of Baby Grace 
 Lucy Martin
 Polly and David Wallace | Parents of Grace Mott
 Loyce and David Gutierrez
 Todd Davidson | Friend of Jack and Pat Tinnel
 Aaron Merrell | Friend of Grace Mott
 Rev. Dave and June Popplewell | Leslie Ferguson’s parents
 Destiny Frey
 Susan Levin | Cousin of Steve Brown 
 Daniel Hom | Cousin of Julia Soxman
 Fred and Norma Kozisek | Parent’s of Steve Kozisek
 John Dods | Friend of Katie Perryman
 Naomi Sudbeck
 Maxine Brown | Mother of Diane Brown
 Dennis Hudson
 Maurice Wilson | Brother of Diane Blackwelder
 Leona Schaefer | Wife of John Schaefer
 Charles (Cy) Moyer | Brother of Ruth Gerald
 Beth Rhodes | Co-worker of Sandy Hackler
 Kathy Little
 Monique and Hope | Family of Margaret Hoffman
 Cecile | Aunt of Julia Soxman
 Those in Hospice Care, their families, and caregivers
 Those Dealing with Dementia, their families & caregivers
 UMC Hospice Program in Mongolia
 Our Pastors & Other Church Leaders
 Heartland District Superintendent, Reverend David A. Gilmore
 Missouri Conference Bishop,  Bob Farr 
 Lihonzwane UMC in Mozambique and Pastor Lidia Juliao Vilanculo
 Ponca Indian UMC at White Eagle 
 The Village of La Grecia in Nicaragua 
 Worldwide Unrest and Persecution
 Those who live on the margins of society
 Those serving in the Military and all First Responders
 Those impacted by natural disasters 
 Those suffering at the hands of others
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

SOLO | Ride On, King Jesus | African-American spiritual arranged by William Cutter, 
1993 | Aaron Bunnell, tenor; Dale Morehouse, piano

Because of their often brutal treatment, enslaved Africans identified with Christ’s suffering in a very 
personal way. They sang, “Were you there when they crucified MY Lord?” As African American 
civil rights leader and theologian Howard Thurman (1899–1981) noted, “He suffered, He died, but 
not alone—they were there with Him. They knew what He suffered; it was a cry of the heart that 
found a response and an echo in their own woes.” The enslaved people had a powerful imagination 
that was captivated by the notion of having a king who was powerful enough that absolutely no 
one could “hinder” him. If Jesus could not be hindered, then they felt agency in their own lives as 
well, giving them hope: “He is the King of Kings, He is the Lord of Lords, Jesus Christ, the First and Last, 
no man hinders me!” This song captures the aspiration of the hearts of enslaved peoples. Jesus was 
born a baby, yes, but he was also a king, recalling his triumphal, un-hindered entry into Jerusalem.

Ride on, King Jesus! No man can hinder me.
Ride on, King Jesus! No man can hinder me.

REFRAIN: For He is King of kings, and He is Lord of lords.
O Jesus Christ, the first and last,

No man works like Him.

King Jesus rides a milk-white horse, no man works like Him!
The river of Jordan He did cross, no man works like Him! REFRAIN

King Jesus rides in the middle of the air, no man works like Him.
He calls the saints from everywhere, no man works like Him!

Ride on, King Jesus! No man can hinder me.
Ride on, King Jesus, ride on! No man can hinder me.

Ride on, Jesus!

PASTORAL PRAYER
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

MESSAGE | Let Them Come to Me “For Connection”| Jim Hoffman

SCRIPTURE | Matthew 5:17-20 | CEB

“Don’t even begin to think that I have come to do away with the Law and the Prophets. I haven’t 
come to do away with them but to fulfill them. I say to you very seriously that as long as heaven 
and earth exist, neither the smallest letter nor even the smallest stroke of a pen will be erased 
from the Law until everything there becomes a reality. Therefore, whoever ignores one of the 
least of these commands and teaches others to do the same will be called the lowest in the 
kingdom of heaven. But whoever keeps these commands and teaches people to keep them will 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. I say to you that unless your righteousness is greater 
than the righteousness of the legal experts and the Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven.

READER | The Word of God for the people of God
PEOPLE  | Thanks be to God

GENEROSITY MOMENT
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
ANTHEM | Like a River in My Soul | Traditional Spiritual arranged by Tim Osiek, 2018
Quire in Quarantine; Dale Morehouse, pianist and conductor  

This anthem by Tim Osiek, Director of Music at First United Church of Christ in Manchester, 
MO, conveys a deeply resonant message for us all about finding our center amid the storms of 
life. It is a modern, flowing setting of the simple prayer for “peace like a river, love like an ocean, 
and joy like a fountain” in our souls. The river flows steady and calm in this beautiful arrangement 
of the traditional spiritual. It is impossible to ignore the underlying intensity which rises and falls, 
as peace, love and joy move from river to ocean, to fountain and back again.

I’ve got peace like a river, like a river in my soul.
I’ve got peace like a river, soothing river, calmly flow.
When the world closes in, feel the stillness within.
I’ve got peace like a river, like a river in my soul.

I’ve got love like an ocean, like an ocean in my soul.
I’ve got love like an ocean, endless ocean, deep and full.

When you’re lost and alone, let the waves bring you home.
I’ve got love like an ocean, like an ocean in my soul.

I’ve got joy like a fountain, like a fountain in my soul.
I’ve got joy like a fountain, like a fountain in my soul.

When your hope nearly dies, just remember, once again you shall rise!
I’ve got joy like a fountain, love like an ocean, peace like a river in my soul.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
*HYMN OF SENDING FORTH | Just As I Am | UMH 357 (1, 2, 3, 6)

Used by Permission. One License #A-711994 and CCLI License #20350573 & 20350566
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE | Chorale from Sonata in A Major | music by Felix Mendelssohn, 1845



GOING DEEPER

Continued on page 1312

March 8th to March 13th
Scripture Reading(s) for the Week
Deuteronomy 5:1-22, 6:1-9; Amos 5:18-27; Micah 6:6-8; Matthew 
5:17-20, 22:34-40; Luke 10:25-37

When we start talking about the law or laws, we each have a conception of what it means.  One 
meaning of course is the religious use of the word to talk about the law as presented in the Torah 
or first 5 books of the Hebrew Bible (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.)  
On a different level, when we talk about the law, we refer to a body of rules of action and 
conduct prescribed by a controlling authority and having binding legal force; they must be 
obeyed and followed by citizens subject to sanctions or legal consequences. We also know that 
there is a purpose to laws.  One definition that I found said the purpose of the law is to “establish 
standards for minimally (emphasis mine) acceptable behavior in society; to maintain some 
semblance of order.”  To establish standards for minimally acceptable behavior – when has doing 
the minimum ever advanced any cause toward greatness?  I would suggest that the prophet not 
only critiqued God’s people for their failure to live into the minimum standard of the law, but the 
fact that they did not transcend beyond the minimum.  They did not learn to practice the greater 
righteousness that was contained in the law and because of this, the prophets saw ruin and exile 
as the outcome of community failure.  God wanted something more than the minimum.

In Matthew 5 Jesus says these curious words:  “Don’t even begin to think that I have come to 
do away with the Law and the Prophets . . . I haven’t come to do away with them but to fulfill 
them.” (Matthew 5:17, CEB)  In Jesus, the movement of God to call people to live into a greater 
righteousness was still in play.  Jesus did not come to abolish the minimum acceptable standard 
of behavior that God desired from us.  Actually Jesus raised the bar – “you have heard it said” 
(minimum standard), “but I say to you” (standard of higher righteousness).  

Our connection with one another will not flourish if we continue to operate at the minimum 
acceptable standard of behavior.  Our society will not progress to a higher order of equality and 
inclusion.  We will continue to enact even more laws to manage the exceptions rather than the 
norm.  The law that Jesus enacted was the law of love and it is the only one we need to figure 
out how to truly live into.  A disciple’s righteousness is not determined based upon adherence 
to an ideal standard of dos and don’ts; it is living into the standard of love modeled and set by 
Jesus.  Spirit infused love empowers you to resolve conflicts, respect others, faithfully keep your 
covenant, be truthful, let go of grudges, and even embrace your enemy.  Even in our system of 
law and order, this is a higher form!  It is not the minimum acceptable standard of behavior.

I invite you to take time and read each of the scriptures above as you move to reflect on the 
questions below.  Take a moment and reflect on the level of behavior you intend to live into – 
the minimum standard or a higher righteousness?  Lastly, I pray that God bless the reading of 
God’s Word and the meditations of your heart.



13

GOING DEEPER
Questions to consider this week:

Head:  
• What do you believe is the purpose of the scriptural law and our societal laws?
• What words form in your head when you see someone violate the law?
• Between the minimal acceptable standard of behavior and a higher righteousness, which do 

you think would improve your connection with others?

Heart:
• At your core are you a rule follower or a rule challenger?  What has formed or shaped you 

into this person?
• In your heart is there a distinction between the laws that we have in our country and the 

laws written in the Hebrew Scriptures?
• How are you wrestling with Jesus’ invitation to live into the greater law which is the law of 

love?

Hand:
• Do you see the purpose of the law as a way to ensure we interact with one another at the 

lowest common denominator?  If yes, why?  If no, try to explain why not.
• What particular law do you try to live into because it promotes a higher form of interaction 

and connection with others?  (e.g. The Golden Rule)
• After thinking about Jesus’ words “But I say to you . . .” what particular part of the higher law 

of love are you going to try and live into?  Why?

Prayer:  Gracious God of love, I know that true faith cannot lie dormant, but expresses itself 
in all righteousness and works of love.  It dies unto the flesh and blood; it destroys all forbidden 
lusts and desires; it clothes the naked; it feeds the hungry; it comforts the sorrowful; it shelters 
the destitute; it aids and consoles the sad; it returns good for evil; it serves those that harm it; 
it prays for those that persecute it; it teaches, admonishes, and reproves, with the Word of the 
Lord; it seeks that which is lost; it binds up that which is wounded; it heals that which is diseased, 
and it saves that which is sound.  Love has become all things to all people.  In our human web 
of connection teach us to move beyond the minimum acceptable standard of behavior; help us 
to ascend to a higher form of righteousness which is loving as you love.  Mold me and make me 
according to your will in Jesus Christ for it is in his name that I pray.  Amen.  
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LENT/EASTER 2021

Jesus spent three years engaging the crowds.  Each had their agenda and need.  Some wanted 
to shape Jesus into their image and the leader they were hoping for.  Some wanted to see if they 
would rise in power and status with Jesus.  Others came for more basic needs like healing or a 
blessing.  The gospel writer tells us that when Jesus saw the crowds, he had great compassion 
for them and he engaged their needs.  The church may exist within walls that are spiritual and 
physical, but they are supposed to be permeable.  During the season of Lent and Easter we will 
venture into the realm of openness and inclusion.  Not in the social sciences language, but the 
language of tradition and faith.  Jesus is one who still meets needs today and the church should 
be the bridge that brings the needy and the great provider together.  Join us each week during 
Lent and Easter as we prepare for the resurrection.  All are welcome here.

4.4 | EASTER SUNDAY | Let Them Come to Me “For New Life”
 Scripture | Matthew 28:1-15

We will be offering an in-person service for Easter Sunday this year. However, we will be limiting 
attendance to 50 people in order to follow the social distancing and safety guidelines. Look for a 
sign-up in the Friday Ministry News to reserve your spot. Nursery care will not be available.

It has also been decided that we will not have our traditional Easter Brunch and Egg hunt. 
Crossing our fingers for next year!

EASTER SUNDAY
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LENT/EASTER 2021

HOLY WEEK
3.28 | PALM SUNDAY / CHOIR CANTATA | 10:45 AM
In-person service will be offered but attendance will be limited to 50 people.  Look for a sign-up 
in the Friday Ministry News

In My Place: Remembering Christ’s Sacrifice of Love is a poignant musical journey following 
Christ to the cross. It is a compelling reminder of the sacrifice that Jesus willingly made as He 
gave His life for each of us. Craig Courtney's masterful compositions and Pamela Stewart's 
inspired narrative will facilitate a memorable and meaningful worship experience for Palm 
Sunday. The music is a distinctive blend of original melodies and creative hymn settings. The 
narrative focuses on the observations of five first-hand witnesses to Christ's final hours: Judas, 
Peter, the thief on the cross, the Roman centurion, and a crowd member who called for Christ's 
death. Moving, dramatic, and life-changing are all appropriate descriptors of this exceptional 
Craig Courtney cantata.

4.1 | *MAUNDY THURSDAY | Let Them Come to Me “For Community”
 Scripture | Matthew 26:26-30
*A Drive-Thru communion will be offered from 11:00 AM-Noon and 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM.  

4.2 | GOOD FRIDAY | Tenebrae Service | 7:00 PM (online only)

LENTEN & EASTER SCHEDULE 
(In-person & online offered unless otherwise noted)

3.14 | FOURTH WEEK OF LENT | Let Them Come to Me “For Reconciliation | 10:45 AM
 Scripture | Matthew 5:38-42

3.21 | FIFTH WEEK OF LENT | Let Them Come to Me “ For Restoration”| 10:45 AM
 Scripture | Matthew 5:43-48



CHILDREN’S WEEKLY CANDY LESSON
When: Every Wednesday during Lent
Where: Facebook (facebook.com/stjohnsumckc)
This Lent/Easter season, Allie Cobb will provide a short weekly candy lesson every Wednesday 
on Facebook. Each candy used will be connected to the Lent/Easter season.  The person who 
guess’ the closest to how much candy is in the jar will “win” that week’s jar of candy. The winner 
will be revealed on the Saturday after the lesson. 
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ST.  JOHN’S CHILDREN & YOUTH

INVITATIONS

DAILY DEVOTION WITH PASTOR JIM
Join us Monday - Saturday at 11:45 AM on Facebook Live (facebook.com/stjohnsumckc) for 
an uplifting message from Pastor Jim Hoffman. He will be reading and reflecting on the daily 
devotional provided by The Upper Room. The devotion he uses can be found at upperroom.org/
devotionals.

If you don't have access to Facebook you can find the devotion on our YouTube Channel 
(stjohnsumckc) and our website's Daily Devotion Replay (stjohnsumc.org/message/daily-
devotion-replay) each day.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
Did you know that we offer virtual Sunday School at St. John’s?  Each week you can find a new 
lesson on our YouTube Channel (stjohnsumckc).  If you are interested in our Children’s Ministry 
please contact Allie Cobb; allie.cobb@stjohnsumc.org. 
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OUTREACH
NEIGHBOR 2 NEIGHBOR | Updated Needs!
We are still taking donations and we will have volunteers at the church each weekend.  Please 
see the times and location below:
 
St. John’s United Methodist Church
6900 Ward Parkway
Kansas City, MO 64113
 
Needs for Neighbor 2 Neighbor:

• Carbs/Snacks | They use two in every lunch bag
• Fruit | Either fresh or shelf staple (no apples)
• Men’s & Women’s Underwear
• Razors
• Deodorant (small sizes only)

N2N is well stocked on all other items.  We will  continue to keep everyone informed on urgent 
needs.  They are serving 100 everyday and they appreciate your continued help.

FRIDAYS | 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
SATURDAYS | 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

HOW DO I GET MY COVID-19 VACCINE?
The COVID-19 vaccines are here but how do we get one?  If you are over 65 and have not 
gotten your vaccine we may be able to help.

There are several ways to register for the vaccine in your state.  Supply is still short, and we do 
not have an easy way to get one, but we may be able to help you navigate through the many 
registration options. 

If you would like help, please contact the church office for more information; stjohnsumc@
stjohnsumc.org or 816.523.6788. Below you will also find some links that might be helpful.
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BABY GRACE OF KANSAS CITY - CLOTHES CLOSET
DONATIONS DUE BY *MARCH 9TH
We are now accepting:

• Toddler & Infant summer clothing
• Childcare items
• Toys & Books

Questions? Ruth Gerald; ruth.a.gerald@gmail.com *We cannot accept donations after March 9th 
because Baby Grace is moving.

2021 SANCTUARY FLOWER DONATIONS
“Flowers are the music of the ground...From earth’s lips spoken without sound.”  
~Edwin Curran

Honor a loved one and donate flowers to beautify our Sanctuary ($70 Donation). Your donation 
will be mentioned in our weekly publications. If you would like to make a donation sign-up 
through our weekly Friday Ministry News link or e-mail the church office; stjohnsumc@
stjohnsumc.org.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OUTREACH



SENIOR PASTOR
Jim Hoffman  |  Ext 303
jimh@stjohnsumc.org

ORGANIST AND
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
Dale Morehouse
dmorehousekc@yahoo.com

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN, YOUTH
AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
Allie Cobb  |  Ext 305
allie.cobb@stjohnsumc.org

CHURCH OFFICE MANAGER 
Jessica Gattorna  |  Ext 301
jessicag@stjohnsumc.org

PARENTS DAY OUT  |  PRESCHOOL

DIRECTOR
Jill Gardner  |  816.523.6792
jill.gardner@stjohnsumc.org

SELLING DONUTS & 
MAKING LUNCHES!


