
WORSHIP GUIDE

MISSION
Engaging people to love and serve God in 
Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit

MESSAGE 
A New Normal “For the Hurting”

DATE
January 17th, 2021
Second Sunday after Epiphany
Liturgical Color  |  Green



COMPASSION AT ST.  JOHN’S
COMPASSION IN OUR ST. JOHN’S UMC COMMUNITY
One of the things we often hear from members of our church is how much they love and 
appreciate the feeling of “Community” we have at St. John’s UMC.  To ensure we support that 
feeling, we will continue to do the small things that tell our members we care.  If you know of 
someone or are someone who is experiencing a joy or a difficult time, we want to know about it 
so we can show our love.  We never need to know the details, but we are happy to add someone 
to our prayer list, send a card, or reach out via phone call. Here’s how you can let us know:

• E-mail a prayer request to the church office; stjohnsumc@stjohnsumc.org
• Contact Cindy Mayhew to add a name to the prayer list; cindysmayhew@gmail.com
• Contact Gail Wien to have a card sent; ghalverson@kc.rr.com
•  Contact Pastor Jim Hoffman for pastoral care calls;  816-679-1070 or jimh@stjohnsumc.org
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NEW HERE?
 

WELCOME GUESTS
If you are interested in being in relationship with us, please provide information you are 
comfortable sharing via our online sign-in link; https://bit.ly/39MI1oy

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 9:30 AM PATHWAYS ADULT BIBLE STUDY | Virtual
 CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL | Sanctuary
 **CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:45 AM WORSHIP |  Virtual and *Sanctuary

We look forward to enjoying a Sunday service with you online or *in-person

**We are offering a virtual children’s sunday school.  Please contact Allie Cobb if you are 
intersted in participating; allie.cobb@stjohnsumc.org
*See our in-person worship guidelines on our website; stjohnsumc.org



PRELUDE | Six Variations on “Fairest Lord Jesus” in the style of W. A. Mozart 
Music by Craig Courtney, 2003 | Dale Morehouse, piano

WELCOME & INVITATIONS | Jim Hoffman
* Worship Symbol Notes
* | All are invited to rise in spirit and, as you are able, please stand
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INTROIT | Arise, Shine, for Thy Light is Come | music by Healey Willan, 1960
Quire in Quarantine; Dale Morehouse, organist and conductor 

British-born music educator and organist-choirmaster Healey Willan (1880-1968) was 
considered the “Dean of Canadian composers” after moving there in 1913. As an organist, he 
played his first service at the age of eleven in 1891 and his last service on Christmas Eve, 1967, 
just two months before he died on February 16, 1968. His rousing “Arise, Shine” is a wonderful 
traditional invitation to worship in the Epiphany season.

Arise, shine, for thy light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon Thee. 

Alleluia! 

O praise the Lord, all ye nations, and laud him, all ye people. 
For his merciful kindness is great toward us,
 and the truth of the Lord endureth forever. 

Alleluia!
(Isaiah 60:1 and Psalm 117)

ORDER OF WORSHIP
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
*OPENING HYMN | All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name | UMH 154 (1, 4, 6)

Used by Permission. One License #A-711994 and CCLI License #20350573 & 20350566



ORDER OF WORSHIP
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*CALL TO WORSHIP | Allie Cobb
Leader  | God invites us into his healing presence with these words:  “I am the Lord, who heals
      you.”
People | Diseased, depressed, dysfunctional, defeated, we come hungering for health
      that only God can provide.
Leader  | God calls us to bring open eyes, hearing ears, and tender hearts turned toward him,
      the Great Physician.
People | We bow before him in faith and expectancy!
ALL | Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE | Fairest Lord Jesus | UMH 189 (1, 3, 4)

Used by Permission. One License #A-711994 and CCLI License #20350573 & 20350566
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CHILDREN’S MOMENT

PRAYER JOY
 Thank you Jill and Todd Gardner donating donuts for Youth Donut Sales which   
 benefits N2N.

PRAYER CONCERNS
 Worldwide Pandemic
 Matthew Salas | Child of Baby Grace 
 Lucy Martin
 The Family and Friends of Nick Tourtellot | on his death
 Polly and David Wallace | Parents of Grace Mott
 Loyce and David Gutierrez
 Todd Davidson | Friend of Jack and Pat Tinnel
 Aaron Merrell | Friend of Grace Mott
 Rev. Dave and June Popplewell | Leslie Ferguson’s parents
 Destiny Frey
 Susan Levin | Cousin of Steve Brown 
 Daniel Hom | Cousin of Julia Soxman
 Fred and Norma Kozisek | Parent’s of Steve Kozisek
 John Dods | Friend of Katie Perryman
 Naomi Sudbeck
 Maxine Brown | Mother of Diane Brown
 Dennis Hudson
 Maurice Wilson | Brother of Diane Blackwelder
 Leona Schaefer | Wife of John Schaefer
 Charles (Cy) Moyer | Brother of Ruth Gerald
 Brenda Baldwin | Kitchen Manager for Neighbor 2 Neighbor
 Beth Rhodes | Co-worker of Sandy Hackler
 Kathy Little
 Monique and Hope | Family of Margaret Hoffman
 Cecile | Aunt of Julia Soxman
 Those in Hospice Care, their families, and caregivers
  Sarah Graham
  Lee Soxman | Father of David Soxman
 Those Dealing with Dementia, their families & caregivers
 UMC Hospice Program in Mongolia
 Our Pastors & Other Church Leaders
 Heartland District Superintendent, Reverend David A. Gilmore
 Missouri Conference Bishop,  Bob Farr 
 Lihonzwane UMC in Mozambique and Pastor Lidia Juliao Vilanculo
 Ponca Indian UMC at White Eagle 
 The Village of La Grecia in Nicaragua 
 Worldwide Unrest and Persecution Continued on page 6



ORDER OF WORSHIP

6

 Those who live on the margins of society
 Those serving in the Military and all First Responders
 Those impacted by natural disasters 
 Those suffering at the hands of others

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

SOLO | This Is My Beloved Son | music by Pepper Choplin, 2008
Val Mathenia, baritone; Dale Morehouse, piano

Compelling and dramatic, “This is My Beloved Son” is a moving account of the Transfiguration 
experience.  North Carolina’s Pepper Choplin’s solo encompasses the dynamic spectrum as it 
recounts God’s boundless love for Jesus and subsequently for us. 

Long, long ago, the prophets spoke to ancient generations. 
But in these days, God shows His ways and through the Son He’s spoken. 
The Son is in God’s likeness, in glory and in brightness, in high authority. 

You are my Son, beloved one, you are my first begotten. 
The heavens you made, your hand has laid the very earth’s foundation. 

The Son, your sins has lightened, He sits upon the right hand of power and majesty. 
The first begotten One, this is my high and holy Son. 

On earth one day, John, Peter, James followed Him up a mountain. 
Before their eyes, His face would shine with light as bright as morning. 

His garment shone and brightened. 
The disciples were so frightened, their faces on the ground. 

A bright cloud overwhelmed them, a voice came forth to tell them, 
“Now listen to this one, for this is my beloved Son!”

This is my Son.
(words by Pepper Choplin, based on Heb. 1:1-10 and Matt. 17:1-8)
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
SCRIPTURE | Mark 3:1-6 | CEB

Jesus returned to the synagogue. A man with a withered hand was there. Wanting to bring 
charges against Jesus, they were watching Jesus closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath.  
He said to the man with the withered hand, “Step up where people can see you.” Then he said 
to them, “Is it legal on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they said 
nothing. Looking around at them with anger, deeply grieved at their unyielding hearts, he said 
to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So he did, and his hand was made healthy. At that, the 
Pharisees got together with the supporters of Herod to plan how to destroy Jesus.

READER | The Word of God for the people of God
PEOPLE  | Thanks be to God

MESSAGE | A New Normal “For the Hurting” | Jim Hoffman

GENEROSITY MOMENT

ANTHEM | Is He Worthy? | words/music by Andrew Peterson/Ben Shive; arr. Dan 
Forrest, 2018 | Quire in Quarantine, Grace Mott and Val Mathenia, soloists
Dale Morehouse, pianist and conductor

The pivotal questions asked and answered in the book of Revelation form the backbone of Dan 
Forrest’s stirring anthem which artfully blends scriptural quotes with those found in Worthy Is 
the Lamb (Handel’s Messiah) and the modern worship song by Andrew Peterson and Ben 
Shive. The primary themes of light in darkness and healing in brokenness make this a particularly 
meaningful Epiphany anthem. For anyone who has ever had questions about their faith or their 
relationship with God, “Is He Worthy?” is tailor-made for you.

Continued on page 8
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.”

Do you feel the world is broken? We do.
Do you feel the shadows deepen? We do.

But do you know that all the darkness won’t stop the light from getting through? We do.
Do you wish that you could see it all made new? We do.

Is all creation groaning? It is.
Is a new creation coming? It is.

Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our midst? It is.
Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? It is.

Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole?
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll?

The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave.
He is David’s root, and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave.

Is He worthy of all blessing and honor and glory?
Is He worthy of this? He is.

Worthy is the Lamb.

Does the Father truly love us? He does.
Does the Spirit move among us? He does.

And does Jesus, our Messiah, hold forever those He loves? He does.
Does our God intend to dwell again with us? He does.

Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole?
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll?

The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave.
He is David’s root, and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave.

From every people and tribe, every nation and tongue,
He has made us a kingdom and priests to God, to reign with the Son.

Is He worthy of all blessing and honor and glory?
Is He worthy of this? He is!
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
*HYMN OF SENDING FORTH | Lift Every Voice and Sing | UMH 519 

Used by Permission. One License #A-711994 and CCLI License #20350573 & 20350566

Continued on page 10
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE | Postlude on “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”| setting by Jason D. 
Payne, 2015 | Dale Morehouse, organ

GOING DEEPER
January 18th to January 23rd

Scripture Reading(s) for the Week:  Matthew 12:9-14; Mark 3:1-
6; Luke 6:6-11; Luke 5:12-16; Matthew 4:23-25; 14:13-14

Before you read this week’s devotion, I encourage you to take a moment and read Mark 3:1-6.  

I read a curious statement this week in one of the commentaries that I use for sermon research.  
The commentator wrote this:  “The religious would have been content with the man dealing 
with his hurt for one more day.”  It’s just one more day; just another few hours before the 
Sabbath was over.  If you read the parables and stories that Jesus tells as they are relayed in 
the gospels, you get a sense that the “religious” used a variety of excuses to ignore those who 
were hurting in their towns and cities.  If the “religious” had actually been paying attention to 
them, I would propose that the large crowds of hurting people would not have gathered and 
searched for Jesus.  Actually, Jesus’ ministry to the poor and hurting might not have existed if the 
“religious” had paid attention, embraced compassion, and acted justly.  But they didn’t and they 
didn’t like the fact that Jesus would use them as an object lesson.

I wonder what our engagement with Jesus would be like today.  Would Jesus be our encourager 
and friend because we are busy paying attention to the needs of the hurting?  Or would we be a 
modern day object lesson of the “religious” who were content for people to hurt for one more 
day?

It is easy for us to hone in on our own troubles and to see ourselves as the hurting.  Some of 
us have legitimate mental and physical health concerns.  Others of us are feeling the effects of 
prolonged isolation because of the quarantine.  But pause for a moment and look around the 
room that you are in.  Let your circumstances come into perspective as you think about others 
who are hurting and who lack the resources you and I take for granted.

I invite you to take time and read each of the scriptures above as you move to reflect on the 

Continued on page 12
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GOING DEEPER
questions below.  Listen as God speaks to you about the hurting in our neighborhood and city.   
Lastly, I pray that God bless the reading of God’s Word and the meditations of your heart.
 
Questions to consider this week:

Head:
• Do you see yourself as one of the “hurting” in our world?  Describe why this is.
• What is your level of tiredness or distress regarding the current pandemic and isolation?
• When you read the scriptures, which character do you feel an affinity with in the story? 

Heart:
• When you reflect on the moments when you had compassion for someone else, what were 

their circumstances?
• When you watch the news and see the turmoil of the day, what is your reaction?  Is 

compassion for others a natural response or one that you have to work toward?
• Recall a time when someone had compassion for you.  How did they show it?

Hand:
• What are the obstacles in your life that might impede your ability to see the hurting in our 

world?
• When was the last time you were moved by compassion to help someone who was hurting?  
• Are you fearful or reticent to engage with someone who is hurting?  Think about why that 

might be and make a list of the reasons so that you might pray about them.

Prayer:  Gracious God, I don’t understand why.  Why, Lord, must any child of yours hurt?  Do 
all our pain and sorrow somehow please you?  You are a God so jealous for our praises – hear 
this lament as a prayer that fills the earth.  We plead:  repair the brokenness we share.  Chastise 
no more, lest it destroy your creatures.  Open our hearts so that we might address the needs of 
the hurting.  Delay no more and teach us not to delay in hearing the cry of the poor and needy.  
Hear this lament as my intercessory prayer, and speak your powerful Word to make me hopeful.  
Amen.
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IN PERSON WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT
We have resumed in-person worship and all are invited to come to church.  Please visit our 
website (stjohnsumc.org) for our in-person worship guidelines.

We will need two people to act as ushers each Sunday. If you would like to volunteer, please 
e-mail Jessica; jessicag@stjohnsumc.org and Pastor Jim; jimh@stjohnsumc.org. If no one 
volunteers, then someone will get volunteered, probably the first two people to arrive! 

2021 STEWARDSHIP
Members and regular attenders of St. John’s – I thank God for your faithfulness and generosity, 
even in the midst of this unforeseen season.  Each week you give of your tithes and offerings 
to God in support of the ministries and missions of your church.  The richness of your gifts do 
not go unnoticed.  As we venture into the new year, I would invite you to continue the spiritual 
practice of generosity.  It is a tangible way for each of us to “live by faith and not by sight”  
Second, I would remind you that we sent you a letter, your current giving statement, a 2021 
commitment card, and a self-addressed return envelope.  If you have not done so, please take 
time to pray and seek what God would have you do with your time, talent, and treasure for 
2021.  Once you’ve determined what will honor God, please fill out the commitment card, place 
it in the return envelope and mail it back to the church.  There is still ample ministry for us to be 
an active part of and your generosity enables us to do so.  If you did not receive your letter and 
commitment card, please e-mail Jessica Gattorna at jessicag@stjohnsumc.org and she will get 
one in the mail to you.  Again, thank you for your loving and faithful gifts to God.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS
LENTEN STUDY FACILITATOR NEEDED
In an effort to keep our church family connected during Lent, we would like to offer a virtual 
Lenten Study to anyone that is interested.  However, we need volunteers to help facilitate this 
study.  This will be a 6-7 week commitment and the study will be provided by the church. If 
we can secure multiple volunteers, the weeks could be shared. If you are interested in helping 
please contact the church office; stjohnsumc@stjohnsumc.org. Thank you for your prayerful 
consideration.
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INVITATIONS
PATHWAYS CLASS
When: Every Sunday at 9:30 AM
Where: Online

Love is the Way, by Bishop Michael Curry is the new Pathways Class study starting on January 
17.  The subtitle is “Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times.”  I think we can all agree that these 
have been troubling times.  Bishop Curry is the pastor who married Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle and has since had quite a bit of notoriety with interviews, podcasts, and now this new 
book.  You can easily join the conversation online at 9:30 on Sundays by notifying Cheri Leigh for 
the code; cleigh@leok.com

NEIGHBOR 2 NEIGHBOR | Updated Needs!
We are still taking donations and we will have volunteers at the church each weekend.  Please 
see the times and location below:
 
St. John’s United Methodist Church
6900 Ward Parkway
Kansas City, MO 64113
 
Needs for Neighbor 2 Neighbor:

• Jeans | Used or New 
• Sandwiches or items to make them | They use two in every lunch bag 
• Carbs/Snacks | They use two in every lunch bag
• Fruit | Either fresh or shelf staple (no apples)

N2N is well stocked on all other items.  We will  continue to keep everyone informed on urgent 
needs.  They are serving 100 everyday and they appreciate your continued help.

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

FRIDAYS | 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
SATURDAYS | 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM



SENIOR PASTOR
Jim Hoffman  |  Ext 303
jimh@stjohnsumc.org

ORGANIST AND
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
Dale Morehouse
dmorehousekc@yahoo.com

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN, YOUTH
AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
Allie Cobb  |  Ext 305
allie.cobb@stjohnsumc.org

CHURCH OFFICE MANAGER 
Jessica Gattorna  |  Ext 301
jessicag@stjohnsumc.org

PARENTS DAY OUT  |  PRESCHOOL

DIRECTOR
Jill Gardner  |  816.523.6792
jill.gardner@stjohnsumc.org

NEW WORSHIP SERIES

As we enter 2021 we bring with it some 
of the luggage of 2020.  We are still in the 
midst of a pandemic that has dramatically 
altered many of our lives.  We’ve endured 
a hurtful presidential and congressional 
campaign and election season.  We’ve 
missed seeing our church community, we’ve 
lost one Lent and Easter Season, Advent, 
and Christmas.  We will probably lose our 
second Lent and Easter season due to 
continued necessity to guard against spread 
of COVID.  It’s a different world, a different 
normal, and things will probably not go back 
to business as usual.  The Gospel of Mark 
tells us stories of people who had their 
normal changed by Jesus and it was for the 
better.  The hope of the gospel is that our 
lives can adjust and change for the better – 
our new normal can be something ensnared 
in God’s good will and vision.


