MISSION
Engaging people to love and serve God in
Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit
MESSAGE
The Grace of Les Misérables
“The Poor Are Always With You”
DATE
March 22nd, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Liturgical Color | Purple

WORSHIP GUIDE

COMPA SSION AT ST. JOHN’S
COMPASSION IN OUR ST. JOHN’S COMMUNITY

One of the things we often hear from members of our church is how much they love and
appreciate the feeling of “Community” we have at St. John’s. To ensure we support that feeling,
we will continue to do the small things that tell our members we care. If you know of someone
or are someone who is experiencing a joy or a difficult time, we want to know about it so we
can show our love. We never need to know the details, but we are happy to add someone to
our prayer list, send a card, bring communion at home, or provide a meal or two. Here’s how
you can let us know:
•
Email a prayer request to the church office; stjohnsumc@stjohnsumc.org
•
Contact Cindy Mayhew (cindysmayhew@gmail.com) to add a name to the prayer list
•
Contact Gail Wien (ghalverson@kc.rr.com) to have a card sent
•
Contact Kyle Hern (816.820.5518 or LKyleH@aol.com) for pastoral care calls.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE | Dale Morehouse, organist

WELCOME & INVITATIONS | Jim Hoffman

ORDER OF WORSHIP
* OPENING HYMN | Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee | UMH 89 (1, 4)
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
OPENING PRAYER (in unison) | Allie Cobb
O Lord, you desire truth in our inward being; teach us wisdom in our secret heart.
Send out your light, send out your truth, and let them lead us to our home. Take from
us the weight of our sin, that room might be made for the spirit of truth. If we prepare a dwelling place, that spirit will abide within us, and the truth will set our spirits
free. Then shall we love not only in word and in speech; then we shall love in deed and
in truth. And by this know that our service is faithful. O Lord, you desire truth in our
inward being; teach us wisdom in our secret heart. Amen.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
*HYMN OF PRAISE | My Life Flows On | TFWS 2212 (1, 4)
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
CHILDREN’S MOMENT

PRAYER CONCERNS
Worldwide Pandemic
Cooper Cobb and the Cobb Family
Polly Wallace | Mother of Grace Mott
Nashville community recovery
Charles (Cy) Moyer | Brother of Ruth Gerald
Rick Potts | Co-worker of Marisa Means
Jerry and Carol Darnell | Friends of Miller Family
Rebecca Williams | Barbara and Chris Mueller’s daughter
Janet Long | Sister of Barbara Mueller
Brenda Baldwin | Kitchen Manager for Neighbor 2 Neighbor
Beth Rhodes | Co-worker of Sandy Hackler
Bob Weaverling
Kay Carter
Kathy Little
Beth Claxon
Nick Tourtellot | A Close Friend of Joe & Beverly Casper
Monique and Hope | Family of Margaret Hoffman
Hugh Tewis | Stepfather to Laura Kozisek
Bob & Virginia Lambright
Lee Burner | Friend of Barbara Larsen
Phyllis Schultz | Sister of Mary Lou Turner
Cecile | Aunt of Julia Soxman
Lisa Demaree | Friend of Allie Williams
Those in Hospice Care, their families, and caregivers
		
Craig Morehouse | Brother of Dale Morehouse
Those Dealing with Dementia, their families & caregivers
UMC Hospice Program in Mongolia
Our Pastors & Other Church Leaders
Heartland District Superintendent, Jim Simpson
Missouri Conference Bishop, Bob Farr
Lihonzwane UMC in Mozambique and Pastor Lidia Juliao Vilanculo
Ponca Indian UMC at White Eagle
The Village of La Grecia in Nicaragua
Worldwide Unrest and Persecution
Those who live on the margins of society
Those serving in the Military and all First Responders
Those impacted by natural disasters
Those suffering at the hands of others
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen.

SOLO | Let Your Light Shine | words and music by Mary McDonald, 2016
Grace Mott, soprano; Dale Morehouse, organist/pianist
Let your light shine, shine, shine
For Jesus all the time, time, time.
Walk in the light, beautiful light of His love!
Let your voices praise, praise, praise!
Let your love for Jesus raise, raise, raise!
Walk in the light, beautiful light of His love!
Come to the light, heavenly light: Jesus is the light of the world!
Shine every day, let your spirit say: Jesus is the light of the world!
Come to the One; glory in the Son! All the debt of sin is paid.
Let your voices sing, for we know the King: Jesus is the truth and way!
Our upbeat solo, “Let Your Light Shine,” is sure to engage you – just try NOT to keep
time as Grace sings. Set in a gospel style, Mary McDonald has created an original work that
centers on the call for us to be the light of Christ in the world. Feel free to check your bushels at
the door – there will be no hiding of the light here.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
SCRIPTURE | Mark 14:1-9 | CEB
It was two days before Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests and
legal experts through cunning tricks were searching for a way to arrest Jesus and kill him. But
they agreed that it shouldn’t happen during the festival; otherwise, there would be an uproar
among the people.
Jesus was at Bethany visiting the house of Simon, who had a skin disease. During dinner, a
woman came in with a vase made of alabaster and containing very expensive perfume of pure
nard. She broke open the vase and poured the perfume on his head. Some grew angry. They said
to each other, “Why waste the perfume? This perfume could have been sold for almost a year’s
pay and the money given to the poor.” And they scolded her.
Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you make trouble for her? She has done a good thing for
me. You always have the poor with you; and whenever you want, you can do something good
for them. But you won’t always have me. She has done what she could. She has anointed my
body ahead of time for burial. I tell you the truth that, wherever in the whole world the good
news is announced, what she’s done will also be told in memory of her.”
READER | The Word of God for the people of God
PEOPLE | Thanks be to God

MESSAGE | The Grace of Les Misérables “The Poor Are Always With You”

GENEROSITY MOMENT

6

ORDER OF WORSHIP
* HYMN OF SENDING FORTH | When I Survey the Wondrous Cross | UMH 298 (1, 4)

* BENEDICTION

* POSTLUDE
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INVITATIONS
NIKKI LERNER @ ST. JOHN’S UMC
POSTPONED

We are pleased to announce that St. John’s will host a night of worship, story, and inspiration led
by Nikki Lerner. “Nikki is an artist, teacher, speaker, author, and cultural coach whose passion
is helping people come to an understanding of one another through music and conversation and
learn to remain human with each other” nikkilerner.com. Nikki will expose us to a beautiful
expression of worship and interaction that will inspire. Please mark your calendars and plan to
attend this free concert. Invite your young adult family members and their friends to attend as
well. As a bonus, Nikki will be participating in worship with us on Sunday, April 19th. Please
make it a priority to be present – you will be blessed by the experience! Space is limited and
registration is required. Contact the church office at stjohnsumc@stjohnsumc.org to register
today. CHILDCARE WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR CHILDREN 5 AND UNDER

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES
LENTEN IN-GATHERING HARVESTERS

Did you know that 25% of the food Harvesters distributes is perishable? Think fresh fruits and
vegetables, dairy products, and meats. This March as part of our Lenten disciplines we will be
doing a different kind of food drive: focusing on hardy, durable, nutritious produce items. Please
bring your contributions to the the church during March. Your donations will be delivered to
Harvesters each week. The requested items are:
• Oranges
• Apples
• Carrots
• Cabbage
• Onions
• Potatoes
• Sweet Potatoes
Thank you for your generous support of food insecure members of our community. Questions?
Julie Salmon; julie.r.salmon@gmail.com
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OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES
HOW CAN WE HELP??

Neighbor 2 Neighbor of Kansas City will be doing sack lunches only for the next two weeks.
So, let's do what we do best and come together to help those in our community that will be the
most limited to resources, including food. The following is a list of what is currently needed. We
have divided our membership by alphabet so please select something from your assigned category.
A - C | Canned meats such as Vienna sausages,tuna, pork & beans...all should be tab open cans.
D - Ha | Sandwich fixings for immediate distribution: bread, bologna, peanut butter and jelly,
and cheese
He - L | Cereal bars or other packages of carb snacks
M - Pa | Fruit cups (small cans with tab tops), Juice- individually packed, fresh fruit - softer types
as many of our guests are missing teeth
Pe - Sta | Single pack desserts
Ste - Y | Paper lunch sacks, napkins, plastic sandwich bags, paper cups- for hot beverages,
bottled water
Please drop your purchases off at the church Monday-Thursday, 9 AM - 4 PM. We suggest that
you order your items online from stores that have home-delivery or pickup. If you have any
questions, please contact Ruth Gerald; Ruth.a.gerald@stjohnsumc.org or the church office;
stjohnsumc@stjohnsumc.org.

BUILDING A SENSE OF COMMUNITY

We are seeking additional members to join the St. John’s Shepherds’ Card Committee. We
need volunteers to send cards or notes to our members who are experiencing a concern/difficult
time. In times of e-mail, texts, and other digital forms of communication, it can be a real gift to
receive a card in the mail and know someone is thinking of you.
We are currently a committee of three and would love to have more people experience how
rewarding it can be to reach out to a member and know how much a simple act can mean to
them. This is one of our acts of compassion at St. John’s and another way we can show each
other we care. Please consider joining us.
If you are interestesd please email Gail Wien (ghalverson@kc.rr.com) your name, address and
email address by 3.26.2020.
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CHURCH OFFICE
MONDAY - THURSDAY 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

LE NT /E AST E R 2020

SENIOR PASTOR
Jim Hoffman | Ext 303
jimh@stjohnsumc.org
ORGANIST AND
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
Dale Morehouse
dmorehousekc@yahoo.com
DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN, YOUTH
AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
Allie Cobb | Ext 305
allie.cobb@stjohnsumc.org
MINISTER OF PASTORAL CARE
Kyle Hern | 816.820.5518
LKyleH@aol.com
CHURCH OFFICE MANAGER
Jessica Gattorna | Ext 301
jessicag@stjohnsumc.org
PARENTS DAY OUT | PRESCHOOL
MONDAY - THURSDAY 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM
DIRECTOR
Jill Gardner | 816.523.6792
jill.gardner@stjohnsumc.org
WIFI AVAILABLE
Please login with:
8165236790

“The Grace of Les Misérables”

Pop culture has expanded our collective
imagination taking classical novel and turning
them into plays, motion pictures, and
musicals. Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables is
one of the classics adapted into these forms.
Now the church is getting into the act
empowering us to examine several themes
through the lens of Christian faith. During
the season of Lent and Easter we will study
characters from the story and how they
represent ideas like grace, justice, poverty,
and love. We are indebted to the work of
Matt Rawle and his thoughts from “The
Grace of Les Misérables” for it will be the
seed for our growing conversation. You are
invited to join us each week during Lent and
Easter.

