
WORSHIP GUIDE 

MISSION
Engaging people to love and serve God in 
Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit

MESSAGE 
Have Character; Don’t Be a Character
“Bear Good Fruit”

DATE
November 22nd, 2020 
Thanksgiving Sunday
Liturgical Color  |  White



COMPASSION AT ST.  JOHN’S
COMPASSION IN OUR ST. JOHN’S UMC COMMUNITY
One of the things we often hear from members of our church is how much they love and 
appreciate the feeling of “Community” we have at St. John’s UMC.  To ensure we support that 
feeling, we will continue to do the small things that tell our members we care.  If you know of 
someone or are someone who is experiencing a joy or a difficult time, we want to know about it 
so we can show our love.  We never need to know the details, but we are happy to add someone 
to our prayer list, send a card, or reach out via phone call. Here’s how you can let us know:

• E-mail a prayer request to the church office; stjohnsumc@stjohnsumc.org
• Contact Cindy Mayhew to add a name to the prayer list; cindysmayhew@gmail.com
• Contact Gail Wien to have a card sent; ghalverson@kc.rr.com
•  Contact Pastor Jim Hoffman for pastoral care calls;  816-679-1070 or jimh@stjohnsumc.org

PRELUDE | We Gather Together | Mark Hayes

WELCOME & INVITATIONS | Jim Hoffman

ORDER OF WORSHIP
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
OPENING HYMN |We Gather Together to Ask the Lord’s Blessing | UMH 131

Used by Permission. One License #A-711994 and CCLI License #20350573 & 20350566



ORDER OF WORSHIP
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CALL TO WORSHIP | Allie Cobb
Leader  | Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come before him.
People | Worship the Lord in holy splendor; tremble before him, all the earth.
Leader  | The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us.
People | May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere God.  Amen.



ORDER OF WORSHIP
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HYMN OF PRAISE | Come, Ye Thankful People, Come | UMH 694

Continued on pg. 5
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PRAYER CONCERNS
 Worldwide Pandemic
 Susan Levin | Cousin of Steve Brown 
 Daniel Hom | Cousin of Julia Soxman
 Fred and Norma Kozisek | Parent’s of Steve Kozisek
 Hugh Tewis | Stepfather to Laura Kozisek
     Rebecca Williams | Daughter of Barbara Mueller
 John Dods | Friend of Katie Perryman
 Naomi Sudbeck
 Maxine Brown | Mother of Diane Brown
 Dennis Hudson
 Maurice Wilson | Brother of Diane Blackwelder
 Leona Schaefer | Wife of John Schaefer
 Polly and David Wallace |Parents of Grace Mott
 Charles (Cy) Moyer | Brother of Ruth Gerald
 Janet Long | Sister of Barbara Mueller
 Brenda Baldwin | Kitchen Manager for Neighbor 2 Neighbor
 Beth Rhodes | Co-worker of Sandy Hackler

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

Used by Permission. One License #A-711994 and CCLI License #20350573 & 20350566
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PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

 Kathy Little
 Beth Claxon
 Nick Tourtellot | A Close Friend of Joe & Beverly Casper
 Monique and Hope | Family of Margaret Hoffman
 Lee Burner | Friend of Barbara Larsen 
 Phyllis Schultz | Sister of Mary Lou Turner
 Cecile | Aunt of Julia Soxman
 Lisa Demaree | Friend of Allie Williams
 Those in Hospice Care, their families, and caregivers
 Those Dealing with Dementia, their families & caregivers
 UMC Hospice Program in Mongolia
 Our Pastors & Other Church Leaders
 Heartland District Superintendent, Reverend David A. Gilmore
 Missouri Conference Bishop,  Bob Farr 
 Lihonzwane UMC in Mozambique and Pastor Lidia Juliao Vilanculo
 Ponca Indian UMC at White Eagle 
 The Village of La Grecia in Nicaragua 
 Worldwide Unrest and Persecution
 Those who live on the margins of society
 Those serving in the Military and all First Responders
 Those impacted by natural disasters 
 Those suffering at the hands of others
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
SOLO | A Seasonal Thanksgiving | music by Eric Thiman, 1941
Stella Roden, soprano; Dale Morehouse, piano

English organist, conductor, and composer Eric Thiman (1900-1975) was largely self-taught, but 
he went on to teach at the Royal Academy of Music and the University of London. Over 1,300 of his 
works were published, and he happily wrote for amateur singers. His “A Seasonal Thanksgiving” 
can be sung by a soloist or unison choir as a celebration of all God gives us through the various 
seasons of the year.

For swelling buds which herald spring: For each awakened living thing:
For all the joys the seasons bring, Our heartfelt thanks, O Lord.

For summer blaze of golden light: For flowers and trees divinely bright:
For cool and fragrant airs of night, Our heartfelt thanks, O Lord.

For mellow tints of autumns days: For fruits which line the bridle ways:
For hills which shimmer in the haze, Our heartfelt thanks, O Lord.

For winter’s keen and bracing wind: For memories which heal the mind:
For gifts bestowed on all mankind, Praise be to Thee, O Lord.

(E. Byne Haggerty)
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

GENEROSITY MOMENT

MESSAGE | Have Character; Don’t Be a Character  “Bear Good Fruit” | Jim Hoffman

SCRIPTURE | Galatians 5:16-25 | CEB

I say be guided by the Spirit and you won’t carry out your selfish desires. A person’s selfish 
desires are set against the Spirit, and the Spirit is set against one’s selfish desires. They are 
opposed to each other, so you shouldn’t do whatever you want to do. But if you are being led 
by the Spirit, you aren’t under the Law. The actions that are produced by selfish motives are 
obvious, since they include sexual immorality, moral corruption, doing whatever feels good, 
idolatry, drug use and casting spells, hate, fighting, obsession, losing your temper, competitive 
opposition, conflict, selfishness, group rivalry, jealousy, drunkenness, partying, and other things 
like that. I warn you as I have already warned you, that those who do these kinds of things won’t 
inherit God’s kingdom.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control. There is no law against things like this. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the self with its passions and its desires.

If we live by the Spirit, let’s follow the Spirit.

READER | The Word of God for the people of God
PEOPLE  | Thanks be to God
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
HYMN OF SENDING FORTH | Now Thank We All Our God | UMH 102

Used by Permission. One License #A-711994 and CCLI License #20350573 & 20350566



BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE | Now Thank We All Our God | Sigfried Karg-Elert
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GOING DEEPER

Continued on pg. 12

November 23rd to November 28th

Scripture Reading(s) for the Week:  Exodus 20:1-17; 
Deuteronomy 5:1-21; Galatians 5:16-25; Colossians 3:1-17

I grew up playing various sports.  One of the keys to playing well is to know the rules 
of the game.  For instance, in basketball you need to know the rules regarding what 
constitutes a foul and whether it was on the floor or in the act of shooting.  You also 
had to be cognizant of the boundaries that defined the court and the center line 
because there is such a thing as “over and back.”  Why, you even need to develop the 
skill to properly dribble the ball because there is a rule against “palming” the ball and 
one that defines double dribbling.  Rules of the game.

In spite of the efforts of some to be free spirited souls, there are rules that govern 
life and society.  Some of them are counter-cultural rules that empower bad and 
selfish behavior – think about freedom of speech.  There are also rules that have been 
normalized even though they may not be good for us and others – maybe we should 
debate the merits of the .08 law as the threshold of driving under the influence.

Our religious system also has a set of rules.  Besides the 10 commandments in Exodus, 
the Old Testament book of Leviticus spells out a variety of rules regarding society and 
worship for the ancient Israelites.  In the New Testament the Apostle Paul tells us that 
we are not subject to “the [Old Testament] law” but to the law of the Spirit.  Primed 
by the understanding that we are in Christ, we are subject to the law of love.  This law 
has as it outcomes, good fruit that positively impacts the world. 

I invite you to take time and read each of the scriptures above as you move to reflect 
on the questions below.  Take a moment to think about the laws that you ignore and 
the laws that you follow, especially the law of love and its fruits.  Lastly, I pray that God 
bless the reading of God’s Word and the meditations of your heart.
 
Questions to consider this week:

Head:
• What is your belief regarding rules and laws?
• What is one law that you think is a suggestion (aka. the posted speed limit)?  Why?
• What is one law that you take literal and try to follow completely?  Why?

Heart:
• If you find yourself to be rebellious against rules and boundaries, why or what do you believe 

encourages this?
• If you find yourself to be a stickler for rules and boundaries, what do you believe encourages 
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you to be this way?
• Of all the laws, rules, regulations, and commands in the Bible, what is the one that you 

believe is the heart of God’s Word?  Why?

Hand:
• Suppose you answered the last question with the great commandment (love God and love 

your neighbor); what are you doing to live into this command?
• If you answered a different command or rule, why did you choose it and how are you trying 

to fulfill it?
• When we follow Jesus and obey his commands, our lives will produce the good fruit of the 

Spirit.  Re-read Galatians 5:16-25.  What is one good fruit that you have seen grow in you 
over the last 9 months?

Prayer:  Dear God, Creator and Guardian of all living beings, give me the grace to grow in your 
discipline and instruction.  Help me to become an example of all virtue.  Grant to me your grace 
and the gifts of the Holy Spirit so that I might profit from your wise counsel.  Fill me with the 
desire to do your will and claim your promises.  Favor me with true knowledge, and keep me 
from all idolatry and false teachings.  Give me a faithful and obedient mind, with true wisdom 
and understanding.  Let me increase in wisdom and stature, and in divine and human favor.  
Implant in my heart a fervent love for your holy Word.  Help me to be attentive to prayer and 
devotions.  Protect me from the evil influences of the world so that I may not be led astray by 
evil companions.  Let your church here on earth be preserved and enlarged by all whom you 
call.  Grant that someday we might meet in your eternal kingdom to sing the new song of joy and 
praise to you forever.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
2020 UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S NUT SALE
We have nuts for eating, cooking, and gift giving! You can request an order form from the church 
office; stjohnsumc@stjohnsumc.org or print one out from our weekly e-newsletter. This year 
you also have the option of calling your order into Annette Young.  Questions? Call Annette 
Young; 816.361.8573

• Orders for Christmas delivery will be accepted through November 29th
(to be picked up at church December 6th or December 13th)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
2021 STEWARDSHIP
Members and regular attenders of St. John’s – I thank God for your faithfulness and generosity, 
even in the midst of this unforeseen season.  Each week you give of your tithes and offerings to 
God in support of the ministries and missions of your church.  The richness of your gifts do not 
go unnoticed.  As we press on to the end of 2020, I encourage you to continue to fulfill your 
pledge to God and that you continue to support our local mission efforts.  It is a tangible way 
for us to “live by faith and not by sight.”  Second, I would remind you that we recently sent you 
a letter, your current giving statement, a 2021 commitment card, and a self-addressed return en-
velope.  Please take time to pray and seek what God would have you do with your time, talent, 
and treasure in the coming year.  Once you’ve determined what will honor God, please fill out 
the commitment card, place it in the return envelope and mail it back to the church.  There is 
still ample ministry for us to be an active part of and your generosity enables us to do so.  If you 
did not receive your letter and commitment card, please e-mail Jessica Gattorna at jessicag@
stjohnsumc.org and she will get one in the mail to you.  Again, thank you for your loving and 
faithful gifts to God.  

IN PERSON WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT
We will be offering hybrid worship through Sunday, December 20th.  This means that people are 
welcome to join us in person or watch online.  If you choose to join us in person, please re-read 
our guidelines that we mailed to you about 6 weeks ago. You can find a copy of this on our home 
page at stjohnsumc.org.  

We will need two people to act as ushers each Sunday.  If you would like to volunteer, please 
e-mail Jessica; jessicag@stjohnsumc.org and Pastor Jim; jimh@stjohnsumc.org.  If no one 
volunteers, then someone will get volunteered, probably the first two people to arrive!  Again, 
this is a tentative plan; if Kansas City’s health department changes guidelines and adds new 
restrictions, then we may need to go back to virtual-only.  

IMPORTANT NOTE: Our Christmas Eve service, December 27th, and January 3rd services 
will all be virtual-only.  

CHURCH DECORATING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
TODAY, NOVEMBER 22 | 2:00 PM
We will be “lightly” decorating for church for Christmas this year.  Unlike every other year we 
will be only using minimal decorations and only 8-10 volunteers are needed.  Please e-mail the 
church office if you are able to help.  stjohnsumc@stjohnsumc.org



OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

2020 VIRTUAL HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS
This years HBJ will take place virtually.
 
If you signed up, pick up for Advent Activity Bags will be Saturday, December 5, 2020. Families 
with the last name beginning with A-M are asked to pick up your bag between 9:00-9:30 AM. 
Families with the last name beginning with N-Z are asked to pick up your bag between 9:30-
10:00 AM.

The e-mail you provide when registering will have YouTube links sent to it on show your children 
on how to participate in HBJ 2020. This e-mail will be sent on December 4th at noon. Check 
your “junk” or “spam” folder. If you have not received this e-mail by 3:00 AM on December 4, 
2020 please contact Allie Cobb; allie.cobb@stjohnsumc.org..
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NEIGHBOR 2 NEIGHBOR
We are still taking donations and we will have volunteers at the church each weekend.  Please 
see the times and location below:
 
St. John’s United Methodist Church
6900 Ward Parkway
Kansas City, MO 64113
 
Needs for Neighbor 2 Neighbor:

• Protein - Vienna Sausages, tuna, spaghetti meatballs (small cans), lunchables, jerky, bologna, 
cheese. Right now they do not need peanut butter & Jelly. You can make sandwiches, bag 
them & bring, or just bring everything to make the sandwiches.

• Snack Foods - chips, trail mix or nuts in individual packages, packages of crackers, granola 
type bars, individual small boxes of cereal

• Fruit - cups, dried, fresh fruit - bananas, oranges, tangelos
• Desserts - Packaged desserts; home baked goods are greatly appreciated and the people in 

need at Neighbor 2 Neighbor appreciate them.
• Beverages - Bottled Water, individual juice packages & beverages
• Other - coffee cups; ground coffee, powdered creamer, sugar; water
• Clothing - ladies’s and men’s underwear; jeans for men and women or casual summer pants

N2N truly appreciates all the food that St. John’s UMC has provided for them.

Fridays from 3:00 - 4:00 PM
Saturdays from 10:00 -11:00 AM

ANNOUNCEMENTS



SENIOR PASTOR
Jim Hoffman  |  Ext 303
jimh@stjohnsumc.org

ORGANIST AND
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
Dale Morehouse
dmorehousekc@yahoo.com

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN, YOUTH
AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
Allie Cobb  |  Ext 305
allie.cobb@stjohnsumc.org

CHURCH OFFICE MANAGER 
Jessica Gattorna  |  Ext 301
jessicag@stjohnsumc.org

PARENTS DAY OUT  |  PRESCHOOL

DIRECTOR
Jill Gardner  |  816.523.6792
jill.gardner@stjohnsumc.org

ADVENT 2020

ADVENT MESSAGE | What does it 
mean for God to become one of us? Each 
Christmas we proclaim in word, song, and 
deed that a child was born and brought 
God to us in flesh. Upon this child we have 
attached labels but have we lost touch with 
what they mean? These are not mere titles 
or labels – they are the essence of Jesus’ 
person and his work. They should inspire 
us to think about how and why God would 
span the gulf between us and Him and the 
potential this has for each one of us. In these 
anxious, stressful, and divided times, we 
need the presence of One who can unite 
us in love and a common cause. We need a 
savior King who brings the Word and light to 
our dark corners. We need to work to close 
the gap between the world as it is and the 
world as it is supposed to be. I invite you to 
join us this Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany 
season for our worship series, “For Unto 
Us.”


