
WORSHIP GUIDE 

MISSION
Engaging people to love and serve God in 
Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit

MESSAGE 
Have Character; Don’t Be a Character
“Filter What’s in Your Head”

DATE
November 1st, 2020 
All Saint’s Sunday
Liturgical Color  |  White



COMPASSION AT ST.  JOHN’S
COMPASSION IN OUR ST. JOHN’S UMC COMMUNITY
One of the things we often hear from members of our church is how much they love and 
appreciate the feeling of “Community” we have at St. John’s UMC.  To ensure we support that 
feeling, we will continue to do the small things that tell our members we care.  If you know of 
someone or are someone who is experiencing a joy or a difficult time, we want to know about it 
so we can show our love.  We never need to know the details, but we are happy to add someone 
to our prayer list, send a card, or reach out via phone call. Here’s how you can let us know:

• E-mail a prayer request to the church office; stjohnsumc@stjohnsumc.org
• Contact Cindy Mayhew to add a name to the prayer list; cindysmayhew@gmail.com
• Contact Gail Wien to have a card sent; ghalverson@kc.rr.com
•  Contact Pastor Jim Hoffman for pastoral care calls;  816-679-1070 or jimh@stjohnsumc.org
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PRELUDE | Deck Myself, My Soul, With Gladness | music by Johannes Brahms, 1896
                    Blessed Ye Who Live in Faith Unswerving | music by Johannes Brahms, 1895

Here are two selections from Johannes Brahms’s Eleven Chorales, op. 122, his final work. The 
genre of the chorale prelude, forever associated with Johann Sebastian Bach, was for Brahms 
a means of paying homage to his musical heritage.  He followed the conventions of the form, 
the most important of which was to paraphrase and elaborate upon the melodies of popular 
Lutheran hymns of the day.  Brahms’s use of counterpoint and harmony show a mixture of 
baroque techniques with romantic sensibility. They were written in the summer of 1896 after 
Clara Schumann’s death, and it is highly probable that Brahms was already aware of his own 
illness at that point.  

WELCOME & INVITATIONS | Jim Hoffman

ORDER OF WORSHIP

INTROIT | Blessed are the Dead | music by Michael Larkin, 2018
Quire in Quarantine; Dale Morehouse, pianist and conductor

In “Blessed Are the Dead,” Michael Larkin has created a lovely setting of Revelation 14:13 that 
is expressive and approachable and particularly appropriate for All Saints’ Sunday. He has served 
as chairperson of the vocal/choral department and an artist faculty voice teacher with distinction 
at The Music School of Delaware in Wilmington, DE for 28 years. As a composer he has over 
300 choral, vocal, piano and orchestral compositions in print with most of the nation’s major 
publishing companies.

Blessed are the dead who died in the Lord, our God.
“Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors,

For their deeds follow them.”
(paraphrase of Revelation 14:13)
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
OPENING HYMN | For All the Saints | UMH 711 (St. 1, 2, 5, 6)

Continued on page 4



ORDER OF WORSHIP

4

Used by Permission. One License #A-711994 and CCLI License #20350573 & 20350566



ORDER OF WORSHIP
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OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) | Allie Cobb
Gracious God, you welcome us with a gentle heart.  We come to you with aching and 
divided hearts broken by imperfect relationships.  Heal our hearts, Lord, heal our 
hurts.  Help us let go of selfish desires that destroy relationships.  Release us from our 
desperate need for security.  Free us from the guilt that binds us.  Mold our hearts 
with sensitivity and compassion – love for our neighbors near and far, grace for our 
families and our church, thankfulness for your daily blessings, and clarity to focus on 
your true kingdom treasures.  In the name of Jesus, who loves us with a Shepherd’s 
heart.  Amen.



ORDER OF WORSHIP
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HYMN OF PRAISE | Take My Life, and Let It Be | UMH 399

Used by Permission. One License #A-711994 and CCLI License #20350573 & 20350566



ORDER OF WORSHIP
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PRAYER JOYS
 We remember the members of our congregation who have died in the past twelve months  
 and who now live with our Lord: Bob Weaverling

 IN UNISON | We bless your holy name, O God, for all your servants who, having  
 finished their course, now rest from their labors.  Give us grace to follow the   
 example of their steadfastness and faithfulness, to your honor and glory; through  
 Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.

PRAYER CONCERNS
 Worldwide Pandemic
 The family and friends of Bob Carmitchel | on his death
 Susan Levin | Cousin of Steve Brown 
 Katie Swenson
 Daniel Hom | Cousin of Julia Soxman
 Fred and Norma Kozisek | Parent’s of Steve Kozisek
 Hugh Tewis | Stepfather to Laura Kozisek
     Rebecca Williams | Daughter of Barbara Mueller
 John Dods | Friend of Katie Perryman
 Naomi Sudbeck
 Maxine Brown | Mother of Diane Brown
 Dennis Hudson
 Maurice Wilson | Brother of Diane Blackwelder
 Leona Schaefer | Wife of John Schaefer
 Polly and David Wallace |Parents of Grace Mott
 Charles (Cy) Moyer | Brother of Ruth Gerald
 Janet Long | Sister of Barbara Mueller
 Brenda Baldwin | Kitchen Manager for Neighbor 2 Neighbor
 Beth Rhodes | Co-worker of Sandy Hackler
 Kathy Little
 Beth Claxon
 Nick Tourtellot | A Close Friend of Joe & Beverly Casper
 Monique and Hope | Family of Margaret Hoffman
 Lee Burner | Friend of Barbara Larsen 
 Phyllis Schultz | Sister of Mary Lou Turner
 Cecile | Aunt of Julia Soxman
 Lisa Demaree | Friend of Allie Williams
 Those in Hospice Care, their families, and caregivers
 Those Dealing with Dementia, their families & caregivers

CHILDREN’S MOMENT
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

 UMC Hospice Program in Mongolia
 Our Pastors & Other Church Leaders
 Heartland District Superintendent, Reverend David A. Gilmore
 Missouri Conference Bishop,  Bob Farr 
 Lihonzwane UMC in Mozambique and Pastor Lidia Juliao Vilanculo
 Ponca Indian UMC at White Eagle 
 The Village of La Grecia in Nicaragua 
 Worldwide Unrest and Persecution
 Those who live on the margins of society
 Those serving in the Military and all First Responders
 Those impacted by natural disasters 
 Those suffering at the hands of others
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

SCRIPTURE | Romans 12:1-2; Philippians 4:4-9 | CEB

Romans 12:1-2 | So, brothers and sisters, because of God’s mercies, I encourage you to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice that is holy and pleasing to God. This is your appropriate 
priestly service. Don’t be conformed to the patterns of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds so that you can figure out what God’s will is—what is good and pleasing 
and mature.

Philippians 4:4-9 | Be glad in the Lord always! Again I say, be glad! Let your gentleness show 
in your treatment of all people. The Lord is near. Don’t be anxious about anything; rather, bring 
up all of your requests to God in your prayers and petitions, along with giving thanks. Then the 
peace of God that exceeds all understanding will keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus.

From now on, brothers and sisters, if anything is excellent and if anything is admirable, focus 
your thoughts on these things: all that is true, all that is holy, all that is just, all that is pure, all that 
is lovely, and all that is worthy of praise. Practice these things: whatever you learned, received, 
heard, or saw in us. The God of peace will be with you.

READER | The Word of God for the people of God
PEOPLE  | Thanks be to God

DUET | Pie Jesu, from REQUIEM | music by Andrew Lloyd Webber, 1985
Stella Roden and Grace Mott, sopranos; Dale Morehouse, piano

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s REQUIEM, which premiered in 1985, was written in memory of 
the composer’s father, William Lloyd Webber, who died in 1982. It was a new venture for Lloyd 
Webber, the composer of numerous musicals such as PHANTOM OF THE OPERA, CATS, and JESUS 
CHRIST SUPERSTAR,  to create a piece of serious classical music. The music mixes Lloyd Webber’s 
melodic and pop-oriented style with more complex, sophisticated, and at times even austere 
forms. This beautiful duet has taken on a life of its own.

Pie Jesu, (Merciful Jesus)
Qui tollis peccata mundi, (Who takes away the sins of the world)

Dona eis requiem. (Grant them rest)
Agnus Dei, (Lamb of God)

Qui tollis peccata mundi, (Who takes away the sins of the world)
Dona eis requiem, (Grant them rest)

Sempiternam (Eternal)
Requiem. (Rest)
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

ANTHEM | It is Not Death to Die | music by Brian Buda, 2012
Quire in Quarantine; Dale Morehouse, pianist and conductor

Poet Henri Abraham César Malan (1787-1864) is justly recognized as one of the greatest of 
the French hymn writers. Like Isaac Watts in England he in France made hymn singing a popular 
addition to church worship. Like John and Charles Wesley in England, in France his hymns were 
the result of religious fervor in the revival of evangelical truth. He is reputed to have written over 
one thousand hymns during a period of over forty years. Composer Brian Büda was born and 
raised in Kansas City, KS. He earned his Bachelor of Arts degree and a Master of Music degree 
with emphases in piano and composition from Bob Jones University under the guidance of 
award-winning composers Dan Forrest, Faye Lopéz, and Joan Pinkston, all of whose music we 
sing. “It is Not Death to Die” was in fact the closing piece on his graduate composition recital, 
and the poignant and expressive quality of his writing beautifully affirms this richly hopeful text.

It is not death to die, to leave this weary road, 
And midst the brotherhood on high to be at home with God.

It is not death to close the eye, the eye long dimmed by tears, 
And wake in glorious repose, to spend eternal years.

It is not death to die in Christ, a death that sets us free 
From dungeon chain, to breathe the air of boundless liberty.

It is not death to fling aside this sinful dust, 
And rise in strong exulting wing to live among the just.

Jesus, Thou Prince of Life! Thy chosen cannot die; 
Like Thee, they conquer in the strife, to reign with Thee on high.

To be at home with God. It is not death to die.
(H. A. César Malan, 1832)

GENEROSITY MOMENT

MESSAGE | Have Character; Don’t Be a Character  “Filter What’s in Your Head”
Jim Hoffman
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
HYMN OF SENDING FORTH | Rejoice in God’s Saints | UMH 708 (St. 1, 3, 4)

Used by Permission. One License #A-711994 and CCLI License #20350573 & 20350566



BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE | For All the Saints | Jonathan R. Mueller
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
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GOING DEEPER

Continued on page 14

November 2nd to November 7th

Scripture Reading(s) for the Week:  Deuteronomy 5:23-33; I 
Chronicles 28:2-10; Proverbs 19:21; Philippians 2:1-11; Colossians 
3:1-17; I Peter 1:13-21

Reminisce over the times you’ve heard or used the phrase “would you please . . .?”  All under-
stand the pleading and urging used to solicit cooperation from someone else.  I find myself doing 
this frequently while driving.  “Would you please use your turn signal?”  “Would you please drive 
in your lane?”  “Would you please slow down?”  “Would you please speed up?”  “Would you 
please get out of my way?”  It seems that we live our lives desperately pleading for others to play 
by our rules or timing.

Maybe the question we are more accustomed to is this - “would you please make up your 
mind?”  An indecisive person is a problem for many of us.  We took our younger grandson 
clothes shopping for his birthday – he is picky, especially about shirts with images on them.  It 
took him a while to find clothes that he liked.  I was praying that he would make up his mind.  
Could it be that we think that decisiveness is a preferred characteristic among many other things?

The mind is a curious entity.  It can be decisive and indecisive; it can be focused or scattered; 
it can be certain and uncertain.  It depends upon the inputs that are processed and used.  We 
have ample inputs from the world and when processed can cause us to be used by the world 
for worldly purposes.  One writer says that we can give our minds to “antigospel values like 
relativism, materialism, hedonism, nationalism, individualism, to name but a few.”  (Gordon Fee, 
Philippians, 181)  The good counsel of scripture is that we should filter what goes into our minds.  
Instead of letting the world dominate, we should seek to “let the word of Christ dwell in [us] 
richly.”  (Colossians 3:16)  It comes down to inputs – filter the inputs from the world while open-
ing the gates of your mind to allow God’s Word to flood it.  It is by the Word of God that our 
minds are transformed and our character formed for God’s purposes here and now.  

I invite you to take time and read each of the scriptures above as you move to reflect on the 
questions below.  Take a moment to ponder what it means to have the mind of Christ and the 
potential impact on your character.  Lastly, I pray that God bless the reading of God’s Word and 
the meditations of your heart.
 

Questions to consider this week:

Head:
• What do you spend the bulk of your time thinking about?  Money?  Retirement?  Work?  Fam-

ily?  The things of God?
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GOING DEEPER
• If you had to put percentages to these and other things, what would be your best guess on 

the time spent on each?
• What are the “good” things that you are allowing into your mind?  Poetry, music, art, classical 

literature, God’s Word, thoughtful devotions, etc.  How are they shaping your thoughts?

Heart:
• Deep down inside, what are you holding onto that impedes spiritual transformation?
• In the center of this confounding space and time, what is your rock or foundation?
• What role does God’s Word play in forming, shaping, and transforming your inner life?

Hand:
• Thinking about all the “good” things listed above, how are they empowering and informing 

positive actions?
• What specific verse(s) did you read for this devotion that is prompting you to positive action?
• Where do you see need in the world around you and how are you addressing it?  Negative 

reaction lead by your mind, or positive reaction lead by your renewed mind?

Prayer:  Transforming God, we beg for softer, gentler, less fearful, more gracious and generous 
hearts.  Protect us from our need to control.  Make us more humble, loving, and poor in spirit.  
Lead us into new paths of peace.  We pray, too, for the transformation of our world.  May the 
nations, leaders, and people of this planet turn and embrace your way of humility, poverty, and 
charity.  Empower us to name the lies and oppose the seductive powers of dominion in our day.  
Rebuild your church.  Raise up a whole new generation of saints willing to let go of all distrac-
tions and willing to take risks for your kingdom.  In poverty, humility, and charity we pray with 
Saint Francis of Assisi . . . Enlighten our darkness and give us correct faith and trust, firm hope, 
perfect love (even for our enemies), wisdom and perception, that we may do what is truly your 
most holy will.  Amen.



BABY GRACE OF KANSAS CITY
FALL CLOTHING DRIVE
We are currently providing almost 100 families with diapers for about 150 children every month 
and getting new registrations each month. Our Clothes Closet also serves siblings that are potty 
trained. That is an additional 25-30 children.

We are in need of clothing sizes newborn through 5T and child care items.  Clothing for all 
seasons is needed.  In these difficult times they count on the help of Baby Grace of Kansas 
City and St. John’s UMC.  They continue to express their gratitude to all who have helped with 
diapers and wipes. Take advantage of the opportunity to clean your closets and prayerfully 
consider donating to Baby Grace today!

Donations are due by NOVEMBER 8TH and can be dropped off during our regular 
collection hours: Fridays from 3:00-4:00 PM and Saturday from 10:00-11:00 AM
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OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

NEIGHBOR 2 NEIGHBOR
We are still taking donations and we will have volunteers at the church each weekend.  Please 
see the times and location below:
 
St. John’s United Methodist Church
6900 Ward Parkway
Kansas City, MO 64113
 
Needs for Neighbor 2 Neighbor:

• Protein - Vienna Sausages, tuna, spaghetti meatballs (small cans), lunchables, jerky, bologna, 
cheese. Right now they do not need peanut butter & Jelly. You can make sandwiches, bag 
them & bring, or just bring everything to make the sandwiches.

• Snack Foods - chips, trail mix or nuts in individual packages, packages of crackers, granola 
type bars, individual small boxes of cereal

• Fruit - cups, dried, fresh fruit - bananas, oranges, tangelos
• Desserts - Packaged desserts; home baked goods are greatly appreciated and the people in 

need at Neighbor 2 Neighbor appreciate them.
• Beverages - Bottled Water, individual juice packages & beverages
• Other - coffee cups; ground coffee, powdered creamer, sugar; water
• Clothing - ladies’s and men’s underwear; jeans for men and women or casual summer pants

N2N truly appreciates all the food that St. John’s UMC has provided for them.

Fridays from 3:00 - 4:00 PM
Saturdays from 10:00 -11:00 AM
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THE CHALLENGE IS ON:  
CAN WE BE THE “MOST FOWL” CONGREGATION?
The opportunity is before us:  to regain the coveted title of “Most Fowl” congregation.  This 
year we will be using our drive through donation times and on-line giving options for this effort.  
Your part is easy…just bring a frozen turkey (or two or three) to church on Saturday, November 
14th between 10 AM and Noon.  You can also donate “turkey equivalents” which are $20 each.  
Online donations can be made here anytime between now and Sunday November 15th.  Just 
designate it for Missions with Harvesters as the sub-fund. Cash or checks can be donated as 
well.  Mail them or drop them by during our Friday (3 PM- 4 PM) or Saturday (10 AM – 11 AM) 
drop-off times.  Make checks payable to St. John’s with Harvesters in the memo line. 
 
If you have any questions contact Julie Salmon at 816.547.6906 or julie.r.salmon@gmail.com . 
 
Pastor Jim is counting on you… and so are the hundreds of thousands of people in our region 
who are food insecure during this pandemic.  Please give generously!

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

INVITATIONS
ST. JOHN’S BOOK GROUP
When: Thursday, November 12, 7:00 PM
Where: Zoom online meeting; Zoom link will be shared prior to the meeting

Lovers of fiction and books by Ann Patchett will likely be happy to see that we’re reading The 
Dutch House by Patchett for our next St. John’s Book Group meeting. The novel came out in 2019 
and traces the story of a family (and the family home) over several generations, focusing on a 
brother and sister who experience pain and loss but stick together. 

Books are available through Cheri Leigh, and if you prefer the Audible version, it is narrated by 
Tom Hanks. Questions? Contact Ginny Miller, virginiamillerkc72@gmail.com



2020 VIRTUAL HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS
This years HBJ will take place virtually.
 
• Registration  is currently open to everyone

We will only have activity bags for 125 children so please make sure to sign-up. Bags are best 
suited for children 3 years- 5th grade. Things may look a little different this year but the love we 
have for Jesus remains.

Pick up for Advent Activity Bags will be Saturday, December 5, 2020. Families with the last name 
beginning with A-M are asked to pick up your bag between 9:00-9:30 AM. Families with the last 
name beginning with N-Z are asked to pick up your bag between 9:30-10:00 AM.

The e-mail you provide when registering will have YouTube links sent to it on show your children 
on how to participate in HBJ 2020. This e-mail will be sent on December 4th at noon. Check 
your “junk” or “spam” folder. If you have not received this e-mail by 3:00 AM on December 4, 
2020 please contact Allie Cobb; allie.cobb@stjohnsumc.org..
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
2020 VIRTUAL CHARGE CONFERENCE
When: TODAY, November 1st from 2 PM to 3 PM
Where: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89554312879?pwd=RVRKYThKak9IU2VkYWdvQVY0MjBm
UT09 (copy and paste the link to register for the meeting)

This year the Annual Charge Conference will be held via ZOOM meeting with several other 
churches in the mid-town region.

Join the meeting with Google Meet 
meet.google.com/hdp-jzds-dsa (copy and paste the link to join the meeting on November 1st)

If you have any questions or would like a copy of the agenda and charge conference paperwork, 
please contact the church office; stjohnsumc@stjohnsumc.org
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2020 UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S NUT SALE
We have nuts for eating, cooking, and gift giving! You can request an order form from the church 
office; stjohnsumc@stjohnsumc.org or print one out from our weekly e-newsletter. This year 
you also have the option of calling your order into Annette Young.  Questions? Call Annette 
Young; 816.361.8573

• Orders for Christmas delivery will be accepted through November 29th
(to be picked up at church December 6th or December 13th)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

2021 STEWARDSHIP
Members and regular attenders of St. John’s – I thank God for your faithfulness and generosity, 
even in the midst of this unforeseen season.  Each week you give of your tithes and offerings to 
God in support of the ministries and missions of your church.  The richness of your gifts do not 
go unnoticed.  As we press on to the end of 2020, I encourage you to continue to fulfill your 
pledge to God and that you continue to support our local mission efforts.  It is a tangible way 
for us to “live by faith and not by sight.”  Second, I would remind you that we recently sent you 
a letter, your current giving statement, a 2021 commitment card, and a self-addressed return en-
velope.  Please take time to pray and seek what God would have you do with your time, talent, 
and treasure in the coming year.  Once you’ve determined what will honor God, please fill out 
the commitment card, place it in the return envelope and mail it back to the church.  There is 
still ample ministry for us to be an active part of and your generosity enables us to do so.  If you 
did not receive your letter and commitment card, please e-mail Jessica Gattorna at jessicag@
stjohnsumc.org and she will get one in the mail to you.  Again, thank you for your loving and 
faithful gifts to God.  

TRUNK-R-TREAT THANK YOU
Thank you St. John's for your love and support to make this year's Trunk-R-Treat Drive-Thru 
possible. We had 15 decorated trunks and handed out 75 treat bags! We were only able to have 
a family friendly, safe event because of you! Thank you to everyone who braved the cold and 
decorated a trunk! A special thank you to everyone who helped safely pack and seal our treat 
bags this year. Finally thank you to all who supported this event through prayer and monetary 
donations. I heard countless "thank you's" from family who specifically came out because they 
knew this would possible be there child's only opportunity to safely trick or treat this year. 

Thank you St. John's for being AMAZING! 

-Allie Cobb, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries



SENIOR PASTOR
Jim Hoffman  |  Ext 303
jimh@stjohnsumc.org

ORGANIST AND
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
Dale Morehouse
dmorehousekc@yahoo.com

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN, YOUTH
AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
Allie Cobb  |  Ext 305
allie.cobb@stjohnsumc.org

CHURCH OFFICE MANAGER 
Jessica Gattorna  |  Ext 301
jessicag@stjohnsumc.org

PARENTS DAY OUT  |  PRESCHOOL

DIRECTOR
Jill Gardner  |  816.523.6792
jill.gardner@stjohnsumc.org

TRUNK-R-TREAT 2020


