
WORSHIP GUIDE 

MISSION
Engaging people to love and serve God in 
Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit

MESSAGE 
The Grace of Les Misérables
“The Gift of Love”

DATE
March 29th, 2020 
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Liturgical Color  |  Purple



COMPASSION AT ST.  JOHN’S
COMPASSION IN OUR ST. JOHN’S COMMUNITY
One of the things we often hear from members of our church is how much they love and 
appreciate the feeling of “Community” we have at St. John’s.  To ensure we support that feeling, 
we will continue to do the small things that tell our members we care.  If you know of someone 
or are someone who is experiencing a joy or a difficult time, we want to know about it so we 
can show our love.  We never need to know the details, but we are happy to add someone to 
our prayer list, send a card, bring communion at home, or provide a meal or two.  Here’s how 
you can let us know:
• Email a prayer request to the church office; stjohnsumc@stjohnsumc.org
• Contact Cindy Mayhew (cindysmayhew@gmail.com) to add a name to the prayer list
• Contact Gail Wien (ghalverson@kc.rr.com) to have a card sent
•  Contact Kyle Hern (816.820.5518 or LKyleH@aol.com) for pastoral care calls.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE | Dale Morehouse, organist

WELCOME & INVITATIONS | Jim Hoffman
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* OPENING HYMN | O Worship the King | UMH 73 (1, 2)

ORDER OF WORSHIP
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
OPENING PRAYER (in unison) | Allie Cobb
Our God, we are thirsty people. Our hearts are parched from wandering in the desert 
of sin, far from your life-giving spring. Call us to your well of living water. Fill our cups 
with your grace. Let your love overflow in our hearts. And make us come fully alive.  
Amen.
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*HYMN OF PRAISE | My Song is Love Unknown | TFWS 2083 (1, 5)

ORDER OF WORSHIP



ORDER OF WORSHIP
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PRAYER CONCERNS
 Worldwide Pandemic
 Cooper Cobb and the Cobb Family
 Polly Wallace | Mother of Grace Mott
 Nashville community recovery
 Charles (Cy) Moyer | Brother of Ruth Gerald
 Rick Potts | Co-worker of Marisa Means
 Jerry and Carol Darnell | Friends of Miller Family
 Rebecca Williams | Barbara and Chris Mueller’s daughter
 Janet Long | Sister of Barbara Mueller
 Brenda Baldwin | Kitchen Manager for Neighbor 2 Neighbor
 Beth Rhodes | Co-worker of Sandy Hackler
 Bob Weaverling
 Kay Carter
 Kathy Little
 Beth Claxon
 Nick Tourtellot | A Close Friend of Joe & Beverly Casper
 Monique and Hope | Family of Margaret Hoffman
 Hugh Tewis | Stepfather to Laura Kozisek 
 Bob & Virginia Lambright
 Lee Burner | Friend of Barbara Larsen 
 Phyllis Schultz | Sister of Mary Lou Turner
 Cecile | Aunt of Julia Soxman
 Lisa Demaree | Friend of Allie Williams
 Those in Hospice Care, their families, and caregivers
   Craig Morehouse | Brother of Dale Morehouse
 Those Dealing with Dementia, their families & caregivers
 UMC Hospice Program in Mongolia        
 Our Pastors & Other Church Leaders
 Heartland District Superintendent, Jim Simpson
 Missouri Conference Bishop,  Bob Farr 
 Lihonzwane UMC in Mozambique and Pastor Lidia Juliao Vilanculo
 Ponca Indian UMC at White Eagle 
 The Village of La Grecia in Nicaragua 
 Worldwide Unrest and Persecution
 Those who live on the margins of society
 Those serving in the Military and all First Responders
 Those impacted by natural disasters 
 Those suffering at the hands of others

CHILDREN’S MOMENT



ORDER OF WORSHIP
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PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

SOLO | The Weeping Tree | words and music by Joseph Martin, 2007
Vincent Gover, baritone; Dale Morehouse, pianist

Joseph Martin’s “The Weeping Tree” gives us a heart-affirming portrait of the crucifixion and 
a gentle celebration of grace. The simple folk-like melody carries the weighty message of re-

demption in the sensitive arms of expressive music, allowing us to enter the great experience of 
Holy Week. 

Upon the wind there comes a call, a whisper soft and low, 
a lonesome cry that fills the night and echoes through the soul 

It stirs the seeker tender heart. It bids them come and see, 
to kneel in shadow cast by grace, to touch the weeping tree. 

Against the sky the timers rise, a silhouette of grace, 
a rugged throne for heaven’s own, the sinner’s hiding place. 

Its burdened arms reach out to all; they draw the world to see 
the price of love is paid in blood upon the weeping tree. 

O come to the place where promise lives and rest where hope begins, 
where crimson leaves adorn the ground, a gift from graceful winds. 

O come and walk the winding path that leads to Calvary. 
Come lay your burdens down and rest beneath the weeping tree. 



ORDER OF WORSHIP
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SCRIPTURE |John 15:9-17 | CEB

“As the Father loved me, I too have loved you. Remain in my love.  If you keep my 
commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I kept my Father’s commandments and 
remain in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy will be in you and your joy 
will be complete. This is my commandment: love each other just as I have loved you. No one 
has greater love than to give up one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what 
I command you. I don’t call you servants any longer, because servants don’t know what their 
master is doing. Instead, I call you friends, because everything I heard from my Father I have 
made known to you. You didn’t choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you could 
go and produce fruit and so that your fruit could last. As a result, whatever you ask the Father in 
my name, he will give you. I give you these commandments so that you can love each other.

READER | The Word of God for the people of God
PEOPLE  | Thanks be to God

MESSAGE | The Grace of Les Misérables “The Gift of Love”

GENEROSITY MOMENT
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ANTHEM  Behold Our God (music arranged by Mary McDonald, 2017)
St. John’s Chamber Choir; Dale Morehouse, pianist and conductor

The song-writing team who created “Behold Our God” was inspired by Isaiah 40: 12-14. 
This dramatic anthem magnifying God’s sovereignty and majesty is new to our choir, but it has 

already made a home within our hearts.

Who has held the oceans in his hands?
Who has numbered every grain of sand?
Kings and nations tremble at his voice.

All creation rises to rejoice!

REFRAIN:
Behold our God, seated on his throne; Come, let us adore him!
Behold our King, nothing can compare; Come, let us adore him!

Who has given counsel to the Lord?
Who can question any of his words?

Who can teach, the One who knows all things?
Who can fathom all his wondrous deeds? REFRAIN

You will reign forever, let your glory fill the earth;
You will reign forever, let your glory reign!

O come, let us adore Him!

Who has felt the nails upon his hands,
Bearing all the guilt of sinful man?
God eternal, humbled to the grave,

Jesus, Savior, risen now to reign! REFRAIN
(words and music by Jonathan, Meghan, and Ryan Baird, and Stephen Altrogge, 2011,

and quoting John Wade’s Adeste Fideles, 1751)

ORDER OF WORSHIP
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
* HYMN OF SENDING FORTH | Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross | UMH 301 (1, 2)

* BENEDICTION

* POSTLUDE
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OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

IMMEDIATE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
Feeding vulnerable people is an essential activity during the current Shelter in Place order.  Our 
partner school Hope Leadership Academy is delivering school lunches to all of their students 
every day.  We have been asked to help on Mondays and Fridays - likely for the balance of 
the school year. 

Here's how it works:  Volunteers arrive at the school (2800 E. Linwood Blvd.) around 10:30, 
get instructions, and help load the food (sack lunches and milk) on the school buses.  They then 
ride on the bus with driver and a staff member, and run the meals from the bus to each door 
step.  Sometimes there are learning packets for the kids as well (Once every week or two).  The 
routes are usually done by 1:00.   Volunteers are provided with gloves and hand sanitizer.  The 
driver knows the houses and the staff member keeps track of the kids.  Food is left on the porch 
so all interactions are at appropriate social distance.  We typically send two volunteers for each 
of the two bus routes each Monday and Friday.  This is a very safe and well organized program, 
and an important service for these at-risk children.  If you would be willing to help, or if you have 
any questions, please contact Julie Salmon at julie.r.salmon@gmail.com or 816.547.6906.  

ST. JOHN’S PEN PALS
At St. John’s we are seeking different ways to keep our members connected and offer a way to 
brighten each other’s day.
 
Since we will not be able to see each other in person, we want to ensure we continue the feeling 
of community at St. John’s.
 
We are offering our own version of a pen pal network. If interested, we would pair you with 
another St. John’s member and you could exchange cards, emails and/or texts – you choose what 
works for you. If interested in gaining a SJUMC Pen Pal, send an email to Gail Wien at ghalver-
son@kc.rr.com or call her at 913.522.0557 and provide the following:

• Your name & home address
• Your preferred mode of receiving communications (mail, email, text, all 3, any combination 

or only 1  - you choose)
• Your cell phone number (only if you are open to also receiving texts)

Please email, call or text Gail with your information by  TODAY, Sunday, March 29th. Gail will 
notify you of your pen pal via email or (phone if you prefer).



SENIOR PASTOR
Jim Hoffman  |  Ext 303
jimh@stjohnsumc.org

ORGANIST AND
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
Dale Morehouse
dmorehousekc@yahoo.com

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN, YOUTH
AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
Allie Cobb  |  Ext 305
allie.cobb@stjohnsumc.org

MINISTER OF PASTORAL CARE
Kyle Hern | 816.820.5518 
LKyleH@aol.com

CHURCH OFFICE MANAGER 
Jessica Gattorna  |  Ext 301
jessicag@stjohnsumc.org

PARENTS DAY OUT  |  PRESCHOOL
MONDAY - THURSDAY 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM

DIRECTOR
Jill Gardner  |  816.523.6792
jill.gardner@stjohnsumc.org

“The Grace of Les Misérables” 
Pop culture has expanded our collective 
imagination taking classical novel and turning 
them into plays, motion pictures, and 
musicals.  Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables is 
one of the classics adapted into these forms.  
Now the church is getting into the act 
empowering us to examine several themes 
through the lens of Christian faith.  During 
the season of Lent and Easter we will study 
characters from the story and how they 
represent ideas like grace, justice, poverty, 
and love.  We are indebted to the work of 
Matt Rawle and his thoughts from “The 
Grace of Les Misérables” for it will be the 
seed for our growing conversation.  You are 
invited to join us each week during Lent and 
Easter.  

LENT/EASTER 2020


