
What to do when you come across a snake.   Acts 4:1-22 

Main Text: Acts 4: 1-22 
Main Point: Even within our most difficult seasons (trials & persecutions), the Holy Spirit is 
available to empower us and bring us through them.  
 
Introduction: Earlier this week I was enjoying some time at the golf course. On my second shot 
I had hit the ball near the tree line. As I approached the ball I came across a black and yellow 
snake. Not very big, but I am not a fan of any snakes! I poked it with my golf club to see if it was 
alive and it was. I walk away thinking it would leave me alone. It did not. The second my back 
was turned; the snake came towards me. The second I faced it again…it slithered away. Today 
we are going to learn how to face the snakes.  
 
Before we can really get into Chapter 4 of Acts we need to understand the back ground leading 

into this passage. The Book of Acts is a series of Historical accounts regarding the beginning of 

the New Testament Church. As it progresses…it continuously zooms in and out. It zooms out-

giving broader looks at the progression and advancement of the Church. (i.e. signs and wonders 

were done by the Apostles –Big Picture—Chapter 3 zooms in and gives us an example of one of 

those signs and wonders—the lame man being healed and the subsequent opportunity to share 

the gospel as a result of the miracle. Chapter 4 follows the same pattern.  

 

The First Half of Chapter 4 

We see the fulfillment of a prophesy given by Jesus regarding signs of the End Times. In the first 

22 verses of the chapter Peter and John teach us how to lean upon the Holy Spirit in the “blind 

side” (unexpected) moments of persecution.  

 
Luke 21:12-15 (zoom out)  
12 “But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over to 
synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all 
on account of my name. 13 And so you will bear testimony to me. 14 But make up your mind not to 
worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15 For I will give you words and wisdom that 
none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 
 
Matthew 10 The Spirit of the Father will be speaking through you. 
Mark 13 The Holy Spirit will give you the words 
 
Remember: Peter and John were on their way to pray. In the natural progression of their day they 

were given an opportunity to bless someone (the lame man). Then unexpectedly they are brought 

before the very same rulers who were in charge of the illegal trial of Jesus Christ.  
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The Second Half of Chapter 4 
 
We will dive into this second half in a few weeks. It is going to be a really great study because it 
shows us the proper Christian response to times of persecution.  
 
 
Acts 4: 1-22 
 
Verses 1-4 
And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the 
Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and 
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead.3 And they arrested them and put them in 
custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4 But many of those who had heard the 
word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. 
 

• The Words of Christ’s prophesy are coming true.  
• They are being arrested for proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
• Sadducees did not believe in the Resurrection.  
• Even in the midst of our greatest persecutions the Church of God advances. (5000 

men/families) 
 
 
Verses 5-12 
On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, with Annas 
the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly 
family. And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name 
did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 
elders, if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what 
means this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel 
that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead—by him this man is standing before you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by 
you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, 
for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 
 

• The very same rulers who conspired with Judas to betray Jesus, set Jesus up, and arrange 
for his death are now questioning Peter and John. 

• They were evil, political, and willing to remove their adversaries.  
• They ask Peter and John the same question they asked Jesus in Mark 11, By what power 

or by what name did you do this? This is their “go to” question whenever their power is 
threatened. It is an intimidation tactic.  

• THE ENEMY WILL ALWAYS attempt to scare you and intimidate you back into 
silence…BUT GOD’S PEOPLE…FULL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT…CANNOT BE 
SILENCED. Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would fill us with words from Heaven that 
would silence our enemies. They will not be able to refute or withstand the logic of the 
Spirit.  
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• Peter, full of the Spirit, goes to his “go to” sermon…YOU KILLED HIM…and you too 
can be saved by him. (Acts 2-Broad appeal to the nations-Acts 3-narrow appeal to the 
Jews-Acts 4 an even narrower appeal to the leaders) Peter tailors the sermon again by 
pointing to the Old Testament. Acts 2 how it applied to everyone, Acts 3 how it applied 
to the people of Israel, Acts 4 how it applied to the leaders.  

 
And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved.” 
 
(Pause for an appeal for Salvation)  
 
Verses 13-22 
Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, 
common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus.  
 
But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say in 
opposition. But when they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with one 
another, saying, “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed 
through them is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. But in order 
that it may spread no further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in 
this name.” So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of 
Jesus.  
 
But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather 
than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” And 
when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them, because 
of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened. For the man on whom this sign 
of healing was performed was more than forty years old. 
 
 

Take-Aways 
 

1) God’s Church will always advance. No matter what snakes come our way.  
2) For those who are believers: The Holy Spirit is available to help you know what to say in 

times of unexpected persecutions, and face unexpected snakes.  
3) For those who have not yet said yes to Jesus: His grace is extended to you today for 

salvation.  
4) Live in such a way that it is undeniable that you are a follower of Christ.  


