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WEDDING POLICY 
 

Our facilities (Xenia & Riverside Campuses of Xenia Nazarene Church, Xenia Community 

Center, barn & fields) will only be used in a manner consistent with the religious beliefs of the 

Church of the Nazarene.  If you have questions regarding the compatibility of your event, 

please contact the church office. 

Xenia Nazarene Church and its pastoral staff want to be helpful to couples planning their 

weddings.  However, due to the many requests for weddings in our sanctuary and the limited 

time our staff pastors have for pre-marital counseling, rehearsals, and weddings, we are 

forced to uphold this limiting policy.  Therefore, weddings are held in our facility when: 

 The bride and/or groom are regular attendees (attends two Sundays per month 

minimum) 

 The parent(s) of the bride and/or groom are regular attendees (attends two Sundays 

per month minimum). 

 The bride and/or groom are active attendees of another Nazarene church and want 

their pastor to officiate in our church. 

 Rare exceptions may be made by contacting the administrative assistant in the church 

office who will refer the matter for decision. 

 Should an exception be made, the wedding party will be required to pay the  

Non-Attendee costs as listed on the Wedding Application Form. 

 The Xenia Nazarene master calendar must be able to accommodate the rehearsal 

and wedding dates without causing conflict or compromise to any Xenia Nazarene 

ministry events already on the calendar. 

Wedding Planning Sessions 

Planning is an integral part of the wedding.  The officiating pastor will want to talk with the 

bride and groom together before agreeing to officiate the wedding.  Planning sessions will 

also be required prior to the rehearsal/wedding. 

Premarital Counseling 

Premarital counseling is normally required by all Xenia Nazarene Church pastors.  The 

counseling will either be provided by the officiating pastor or CrossWalk Ministries (the Xenia 

Nazarene Church’s Christian care and counseling team).  It is preferred that counseling begin 

at least six months prior to the wedding. 

Wedding Date and Hour 

The date and hour of your ceremony is important.  Several items must be kept in mind. 

1. Availability of the church and officiating pastor.  All weddings must be cleared with the 

officiating pastor prior to entering the date on the church calendar. 

2. The time most convenient for relatives and friends. 

3. The time for the reception and photographs. 

4. Travel time from the wedding to the reception. 

5. If the wedding is on Saturday, it should begin no later than 4:30 PM.  (Clarification:  the 

wedding—not the music—is to begin no later than 4:30 pm.) 
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Wedding Rehearsal Date and Hour 

If your wedding is small, a rehearsal may not be necessary.  However, if you are planning a 

large wedding, a rehearsal is an absolute must.   All participants must be present so they can 

be apprised of their positions and the procedure for entering and leaving the sanctuary.  The 

officiating pastor will conduct the rehearsal in keeping with the plans prepared by him and the 

bride and groom during consultation at the planning sessions.  A rehearsal normally takes 

place the evening before the wedding.  Be sure to bring your license and wedding papers to 

the rehearsal. 

Wedding Ceremony 

The ceremony will be discussed with you at the first planning session.  All wedding plans must 

be finalized prior to the rehearsal.  Keep in mind that the wedding ceremony is a Christian 

ceremony; therefore, all components of the ceremony must be religious in nature. 

Wedding Music 

You may choose your music; however, this is a religious ceremony and any secular music must 

be cleared in advance with the officiating pastor. 

Two weeks prior to the wedding date a play list of all music (prelude, ceremony & postlude) 

must be presented to the church office.  The bride and groom need to either (1) submit a flash 

drive containing all recording wedding music or (2) share a play list through Spotify or Apple 

Music.  It is important that your music be compiled into one play list to insure that your 

rehearsal and wedding ceremony run as smoothly as possible.  If live music is planned, submit 

a list of song titles indicating which ones will be vocal (solo, duet, trio, etc.) and instrumental 

(how many in group, what type of instrument, etc.).  This information will help the rehearsal run 

much more smoothly. 

Wedding Technical Support 

Sound Technician (Mandatory) – is responsible for everything that comes out of the 

sanctuary speakers during a wedding.  This includes recorded and/or live music during the 

prelude, ceremony or postlude, and micing of the officiating pastor.  The sound tech is 

present at both the rehearsal and the wedding. 

Light Technician (Mandatory) - will provide the specific lighting needed for the rehearsal 

and the entire wedding day…including ceremony and photography before/after.    

Without the light tech, only the house lights would be available, which would mean no 

special lighting (color schemes) or spot lighting for the photographer and/or wedding 

ceremony. 

Projectionist (Optional) - is responsible for anything using our projection screens.  This may 

include pre-service or post-service videos or any graphics/text projected on the screens.  

This is an optional service.  If using this service, all videos must be submitted to the church 

office two weeks prior to the wedding date. 

Wedding Photographer 

Certain pictures may be taken during the ceremony, providing the photographer talks with 

the officiating pastor prior to the ceremony for clearance.  Please instruct your photographer 

that he/she may not take pictures at the front of the church sanctuary or on the platform 

during the ceremony. 
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Wedding – Rice & Birdseed & Glitter & Confetti 

Rice, birdseed, glitter and confetti are NOT allowed inside or outside the church building.  

Bubbles and balloons are recommended instead.  Your cooperation in instructing your 

relatives and friends will be appreciated. 

Wedding - Flowers, Candles, Decorations & Movement of Furniture 

1. Floral arrangements are at the discretion of the bride and groom.  Equipment rented from 

a florist or rental agency is not the responsibility of the church.  Please instruct the florist, or 

those supplying equipment, to pick it up immediately following the ceremony. 

2. No decorations may be tacked, stapled, pinned, or taped to the walls.  Candles on the 

platform are acceptable; other candle usage must be approved by the church office. 

3. Pew candelabras may be used if properly attached to the pews and have glass shades to 

prevent candle wax dripping onto the pews and carpeting. 

4. Pew decorations may be hung on the ends of the pews with pipe cleaners, nylon fishing 

line, and tulle or some other soft material. 

5. The piano cannot be removed from the sanctuary platform.  Removal of the drum set is 

discouraged; an additional cost may be incurred if it is necessary.    

6. The sanctuary/foyer/restrooms/dressing rooms will be cleaned before & after the wedding 

by our custodial services.  The appropriate fee for this is indicated on the Wedding 

Application Form. 

Smoking and Alcoholic Beverages 

No smoking or alcoholic beverages are allowed in any facility of the church including dressing 

rooms and restrooms.  Please ask your guests to conform to this policy. 

Dressing Rooms 

Dressing rooms will be provided.  If the wedding party chooses to leave their personal 

belongings (i.e. wedding dress, bride’s maid dresses, tuxes, etc.) in the church building the 

night before the wedding, it will be at their own risk; the church assumes no liability or 

responsibility.  

The wedding party is responsible to see that all clothing, clothes hangers, flowers, boxes, 

paper, and all other wedding items are removed from the areas used—including dressing 

rooms and restrooms—immediately following the wedding, not the reception.  Once the 

wedding party leaves, the church building will be cleaned and set up for Sunday services.   

Expenses of a Church Wedding 

There are expenses incurred in everything we do these days, and it is a costly item for a church 

to provide the facilities you will enjoy for your wedding.  We do not wish to place an 

unnecessary financial burden on anyone.   However, if you will think of the fees listed on the 

Wedding Application in light of how much you will spend on other arrangements, we believe 

you will find the fees very modest.    


