
Loved Ones Added to the Xenia Nazarene Church  
Memorial Roll on Sunday, May 29, 2022 

 

The Memorial Roll, established in 1919, is a way to honor deceased friends and loved ones. 
A certificate is issued in the name of the person memorialized and is presented to a family 
member.  The money paid to add a loved one to the Memorial Roll ($75/person) is sent to  
the Church of the Nazarene headquarters to be used toward the cost of medical coverage 

for our Nazarene missionaries. 

 
 
 

 
JUDITH “JUDY” ALLEN, 76 (9/21/1944 – 1/23/2021) – Judy was always a 
spit-fire, full of jokes and humor.  She had a love for her family, friends, 
music and Jesus.  She was a dedicated member of the Promise Class for over 
10 years.  She loved going to church, and would get upset when she couldn't 
go.  She often said that she had "Jesus in my heart" and would cover her 
heart with her hand and nod emphatically at the end of her statement.  
 
 

 
 
 
JANICE “JANIE” ALPERT, 56 (6/3/1965 - 3/8/2022) – Janice was a warm and 
caring woman who loved her family, seeing musicals, and her cat.  She was 
a member of the Promise Class with her friends. She loved making new 
friends anywhere she could and spending time with them.  She touched 
many people with her kind smile and friendliness.  
 
 
 

 

JOAN FRANCIS ANDERSON, 82 (1/11/1940 - 5/1/2022) – Joan had two 
daughters and sons-in-law, one son and daughter-in-law and seven 
grandchildren.  She had a love and passion for dance her whole life.  She 
went from dancing at Miss Donna’s School of Dance in Dayton to traveling 
with the Pat Boone Show after high school to later taking ballroom dancing 
and clogging.  She also loved adventure and travel, and enjoyed learning to 
play instruments like the violin and dulcimer.  Joan retired after 30 years of 
teaching at New Miami and Xenia Community Schools.  She will be greatly 
missed by all who knew and loved her.    

 



EVELYN LUCILLE BLAIR, 92 (7/8/1929 - 7/16/2021) – Evelyn graduated 
from Hillsboro High School and married Denver Blair, Sr.  They had two 
children.  Evelyn was a member of the Xenia Nazarene Church where 
she served as a long-time Sunday School teacher.  She retired from the 
Ohio Bureau of Employment Services.  Evelyn was a world traveler and 
enjoyed gardening.  She is survived by her son and daughter-in-law, 
three grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.  Evelyn will be 
remembered for her sense of humor, feisty behavior, and assertive 

demeanor.  Although she will be missed by family and friends, they rejoice knowing she is at 
rest in her heavenly home.   
 
 

JOE WILLIAM BOWMAN, 81 (11/13/1939 - 6/13/2021) – Joe was 
married to Nancy for 51 years.  They had two sons, two daughters-in 
law, and four grandchildren.  Joe worked as an educator and school 
administrator for 37 years, retiring from the Greene County Board of 
Education in 1994.  After retiring, he served as an administrator at Xenia 
Nazarene Christian School for 6 years.  Joe was active on the Xenia 
Nazarene Church board and numerous committees for many years.  He 

loved spending time with his family--especially his grandchildren, and was never one to turn 
down a bacon cheeseburger. 
 
 

JOY ANN BRADLEY, 81 (5/23/1940 - 9/20/2021) – Joy was born and raised 
in Xenia, the daughter of Melvin and Martha Storer.  She was a faithful 
member of Xenia Nazarene Church and served as a Sunday School teacher, 
choir member, pianist, and daycare cook.  She also worked at the Xenia 
Walmart for 15 years.  She was preceded in death by husband Jack in 2006, 
grandson Stephen in 2017, and son Craig in 2020.  She is survived by three 
sons, four daughters-in-law, 15 grandchildren, and 13 great-grandchildren.  
She will be remembered for her love of people and singing at church. 
 

 
 

THOMAS JAY BROOKS, 66 (10/8/1955 - 11/30/2021) - Tom was born in 
Owosso, Michigan.  First and foremost, Tom was a Christian.  He loved 
Marcia with all his heart and was a wonderful husband, father, and 
grandfather.  People mistook Tom for shy, which he was if he didn't know 
the person. He had a great personality and was always up to mischief… 
especially with Don Allex.  Tom was highly intelligent and could fix or make 
anything.  He was a very hard worker, to the point of exhaustion.  Marcia 
misses him beyond what words can describe.  She is looking forward to 
being together again in heaven!  

 



GENE C. FISCHER, 65 (6/23/1956 - 11/16/2021) – Gene was a Christian 
who was married to Gail for 38 years. They were blessed with one 
daughter, Brittany (31).  Gene grew up in Fairborn and spent his entire 
life in Greene County.  He earned his master’s degree from Tiffin 
University and spent the majority of his life in law enforcement.  Gene 
was an avid supporter of Greene County and was honored and proud to 
serve as the County Sheriff for over 18 years.  He loved participating in all 
things Greene County:  Flag Day, Greene Co. Fair, Hamvention, and Old 
Timer’s Days.  Gene loved God, his country, his family and friends, and 
his career.  He lived and loved to serve others.   

 
 

DANNY L. “DAN” McCLANAHAN, 61 (6/8/1960 - 9/30/2021) – 
Dan was married to Lori for 30 years; they were both members 
of Xenia Nazarene Church.  He was employed at Twist for 21 
years.  He loved roller skating, music, and DJ’ing at Skateland, 
Super Skate East, and Orbin Fun Center roller rinks.  He also 
enjoyed coaching Xenia Girls’ Recreation Basketball.  He was an 
avid Miami Dolphins, OSU, and U.D. fan.   
LORI BAKER-McCLANAHAN, 56 (1/23/1965 - 12/25/2021) – Just 
three months after her husband died, Lori passed away 

unexpectedly at home.  She enjoyed music, roller skating, HGTV, playing games, and shopping.  
But more than anything else, she cherished her time as a wife, mother, grandmother, sister, 
and friend.  Dan and Lori were described as amazing parents--loving, supportive and generous.  
Dan and Lori are greatly missed by their family and friends who lost them so suddenly. 
 
 

ELEANOR “DEANNIE” THORNTON, 93 (4/16/1928 – 11/1/2021) – Deannie 
was born and raised in Cedarville, attended Olivet Nazarene University, and 
met her husband Merrill at Cedarville Nazarene Church.  Married in 1956, 
they became partners with God in farming.  Deannie was the bookkeeper, 
secretary, treasurer, and dairymaid.  In her spare time, she enjoyed 
painting, gardening, and hosting friends for homemade ice cream 
socials.  God provided the funds and physical strength for Deannie and 
Merrill to go on church Work & Witness trips to Costa Rica, Belize, 
Guatemala, Haiti, and Papua New Guinea to help build God’s kingdom 
around the world.  Deannie lived her life to bring glory to God, and is greatly 

missed by all who knew her.  
 
 
 
 
 


