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November 13, 2020 

 

 

Dear Xenia Naz Friends: 

 

In response to the Governor's statement Wednesday night, I am conveying a few things 

to you on behalf of our church board.   

 

As most of us know, Ohio is experiencing a surge in COVID-19 cases. In September, Ohio 

averaged under 1,000 cases a day.  Ohio has now reported more than 5 times that 

number.  While testing has certainly increased, it has not increased five-fold. There's no 

question we are seeing an increase of cases.  Most concerning is the increase in 

hospitalizations and ICU admissions across the entire state.  Governor DeWine reported 

that our admissions at area hospitals increased by 50% last week.  ICU bed usage 

almost tripled. 

 

Our role in the Covid-19 battle hasn't changed.  Wash your hands.  Wear your mask.  

Stay socially distanced.  Do not congregate together before or after church.  Stay 

home when you are sick.   

 

While at church, we don't feel it's practical to enforce mask wearing as businesses have 

been asked to do.  But we do ask that you take the Governor's order of July 23rd 

seriously.  That's when he mandated masks in all indoor locations.  We especially ask all 

of our Sunday School teachers and church volunteers--with the exception of those on 

the platform--to wear a mask while serving in your capacity representing the church.  

None of us like this.  But as of now, it is the world we live in.  We ask you to comply for 

the good of all.   Beginning this Sunday, masks will be available for pick up along with 

communion sets. 

 

I know personally that the opinions within our congregation about Covid-19 restrictions 

vary greatly.  For that reason and others, our church board approved a major expense 

to live stream our services.  We feel that allows everyone to worship with us--whether in 

person or online.  We simply ask that all of us attending in person do our part to keep 

our fellow worshippers safe.   Thank you for your cooperation.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Mark Atherton 

Senior Pastor 

 

MA/ksc 


