
Life seems to overwhelm us with crises and struggles 

sometimes. It could be health related issues, involve work 

related stress, or the piling up of money struggles.  When 

things are hard, what happens is we get tunnel vision. We tend 

to focus almost exclusively on the problem that is right in front 

of us.  When we do that several bad things can happen: 

1. The struggle starts to seem larger than it is. It 

becomes the monster that haunts your life. 

2. You begin to think your life is worse than it really is. 

When you are only looking at that monstrous health, 

work, or money problem, you stop seeing the 

blessings that are sitting right next to you. 

3. The issue starts to define your life. All of a sudden 

your whole life is about you being a cancer patient or 

an overworked employee or a broke person. When 

that happens, everything else in our life must pass 

through that filter of our problem-based identity. 

I don’t mean to trivialize your problems. I’m sure some of 

them are monstrous; some of them are much, much bigger 

than you.  But should our lives really be defined and directed 

by problems and struggles?  Your Heavenly Father never 

meant for existence to be one led by hurt. He wants to be the 

one to lead your life and define who you are and what you will 

be. This is much better for you for several reasons: 

1. No matter how big your problem is, God is bigger. If 

you have cancer, God has the power to heal you 

completely of that disease or the power to take you 

to heaven where cancer can no longer touch you. If 

you are having money issues, God is bigger. God 

knows your needs and how to meet them.  

2. When God is the head of your life, your problems no 

longer control your life but remind you that this isn’t 

life as God intended. God longs for us to be freed 

from this broken life and its’ struggles and will one 

day free us from those. Our problems here should 

drive us into our Father’s arms and into His promise 

to rescue us from this feeble life. 

3. God, your Creator, should tell you who you are, not 

your struggles. God says that you are valuable. God 

says that you are loved. God says that you have a 

purpose. Your struggle says that you are defeated 

and broken, God says that you are redeemed and 

victorious in Christ. 

4. When your focus is on God and not just your 

problem, you can see the blessings God gives you in 

the midst of dark days. You might be broke, but you 

feel blessed as you watch your kids play. 

This time of year is one where either your feeling of defeat 

will be magnified or your feelings of gratitude and blessing will 

be magnified. Don’t get tunnel vision on your problems, you 

have a God who loves you and who is with you in the midst of 

your struggles. Focus on Him and let Him lead your life. 
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11-3  Bella Brown 

11-7  Sandy Brown 

11-7  Beulah Crouch 

11-8  Ron Orme 

11-8  Melodie Williamson 

11-13   David Steichmann 

11-15  Shawn Mudd 

11-15   David Poppenhouse 

11-25  Cassidy Moore 

11-27   Rick Standefer 

LEADERSHIP MEETING 

Thursday, November 2 at 7:00p. For all 

elders and deacons. 

 

ILLUMINATE  

For 6th-12th grade students. 

Nov. 5: Van Voyage—meet at LoamiCC 

at 5:30pm.  

Nov. 12: Regular time (6:30-8pm). 

Nov. 19: No Illuminate. Thanksgiving 

Service at 6:00pm at LoamiCC. 

Nov. 26: Decorating for Christmas 

beginning at 4pm. 

 

KEENAGERS  

Thursday, Nov. 16 at 5:30pm at 

Arlington’s.  

 

LSCA WORK DAY 

Saturday, Nov. 18, 8:30am-noon to 

prep the camp for winter. Bring the 

family & rakes & gloves!  

Lake Springfield Christian Assembly: 

1674 Lick Creek Ln. Chatham, IL. 

 

THANKSGIVING POTLUCK 

Nov. 19 following the 10:00am service. 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING  

SERVICE 

Sunday, Nov. 19 at 6:00pm here at 

LoamiCC.  

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 

Sunday, Nov. 26 at 4:00pm. We’ll 

decorate the church for Christmas and 

then have a light potluck dinner 

following. 

 

Visit loamicc.com to listen to sermons 

and find out more about what’s going on 

at LoamiCC! 

11-6 Aaron & Laura Smith 

11-9 David & Paula Poppenhouse 

11-11 Bruce & Leta Bilyeu  

11-13 Michael & Tricia Kinner 

11-14 Al & Paula Hornbeek 

11-23 Rick & Marsha Gibbs 

PRE-K & KINDERGARTEN:  GOD’S GOOD NEWS 

God gave us the Bible so we can learn His truth: God made 

us to be His friends! 

The Bible is God’s true story. It tells us God made you and 

me to be His friends! Feed the Bible’s truth to your heart so 

you can learn from it. It will turn the lights on for your 

heart so you know who God is and what He’s done for 

you!  

The Bible App for Kids Curriculum brings all the elements 

your preschoolers love best— songs, animated characters, 

and an interactive host—together in a curriculum designed 

to work in tandem with the stories in Bible App for 

Kids. Visit www.bible.com/kids to download the app.  

ELEMENTARY (1st-5th):  WISE CHOICES 

Our kids hear a lot about smarts: homework, books, tests, 

studying. But they don’t learn nearly as much about wis-

dom… true Godly wisdom. This series studies the book of 

Proverbs, teaching kids how – and why – we make wise 

choices. Lessons cover Becoming Wise, Family Relation-

ships, Friendships, Speech, and Monetary Stewardship.   

 

If you would like to help with kids or teens, please talk to Ben 

about ways to partner together. 

http://www.bible.com/kids

