
Can I just admit that there are a lot of things in the 

Bible that I don’t like? There are stories that I have a 

really hard time with the ways that God treats people. 

There are commands that I find offensive. There are 

teachings that challenge the way I live and the way I 

look at the world. 

I’ve recently been reading through the first five 

books of the Bible. I haven’t withheld the fact that I’ve 

always struggled with Leviticus and Numbers. I’ve 

always found them boring books to read. I tend to 

doze off or day dream when I attempt to make it 

through them. But I’ve been reading them in a bible 

that has no chapter/verse numbers and no headings 

at all. It’s just the text of the books. Without the 

familiar road markers that let me know where I am in 

the story, I have had to pay MUCH more attention to 

the details to follow that story. 

I have been noticing things that I have never 

noticed before.  There are details that I’m seeing for 

the first time even though I’ve read this books many 

times before. Honestly, that has helped me grow in 

ways that I wouldn’t have predicted. Because those 

early books of the Bible have so many things that I’ve 

historically had a hard time with. 

For instance, Yahweh kills a LOT of people in the 

early books of the Bible. Many of those times seem so 

over-the-top. Someone in Israel gives in to a sin and 

suddenly the ground opens and swallows them up. I 

read things like that and think, “I feel like I’ve done 

way worse stuff. Why haven’t I been swallowed up?”  

Or God will send Israel to wipe out a city. And by “wipe 

out” I mean completely kill every living thing in the 

walls of that city; man, woman, child, animal.  Often 

we don’t even get backstory on those people to learn 

what they did to deserve such a fate. 

Yet within the carnage, I’ve also noticed how deeply 

Yahweh desires purity and faithfulness in the people 

of Israel. He pulls them from slavery to have this 

grand purpose of worshipping Him and 

demonstrating His character to the world and even 

the tiniest bits of sin can put that in jeopardy. Most of 

the extreme moments come from God teaching purity  

from sin to His people because He knows the 

devastating consequences that sin wreaks in our lives 

and in our souls. 

Has noticing God’s passion for purity within His 

people made me completely comfortable with the 

death and destruction? No, but It has reminded me 

that there are elements in play that I don’t fully grasp 

yet. It has reminded me that Yahweh sees so much 

more than my tiny eyes can perceive. I know a lot of 

people struggle with the more violent aspects of the 

Old Testament, but they are just one element to a 

much bigger and broader story that we will miss if we 

are more concerned with being offended than we are 

with seeing exactly who God is and what He is up to. 

You don’t have to like everything in the Bible. You 

don’t have to look for an easy way to explain way it’s 

difficulties. We only need to approach it’s pages with a 

humility to let God speak His grand story to us. 
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7-1 Amy DeRiemacker 

7-3 Edwin Randolph 

7-6 Jeff Eason 

7-7 Mark Anderson 

7-7 Dave Kuehl 

7-7 Nathan Van Ravenswaay 

7-10 Kaylee Lomprez 

7-11 Sydney King 

7-13 Ben Burger 

7-14 Tim Kinner 

7-14 Callie Howerton 

7-15 Kennedee Moore 

7-15 Dallas Witt 

7-18 Kathy Good 

7-21 John Peecher 

7-22 Remmi Anderson 

7-23 Adolph Prochazka Jr. 

7-24 Ginny Albin 

7-24 Cecelia Rogers 

7-25 Mark Kuehl 

7-27 Rowan Birch 

7-28 Lori Owens 

7-28 Taylor Standefer 

7-29 Jennifer Brown 

7-31 Gina Prochazka 

LEADERSHIP MEETING 

Thursday, July 6 at 7:00p. For all elders 

and deacons. 

 

ILLUMINATE SUMMER SCHEDULE 

For 6th-12th grade students. 6:30-8p. 

Summer Illuminate dates: July 2 & 30, 

August 13 & 27. 

 

VBS 2017: Maker Fun Factory  

VBS will be July 17-21 from 6:15-8:00p! 

We are so excited about this invention

-themed VBS and hope you’ll join us!  

KEENAGERS (seniors) 

July 12 at 5:30pm at Tony’s in Auburn 

(formerly Trucker’s Homestead). 

Everyone is welcome! 

REGISTER FOR CAMP  

Don’t let your student miss out on this 

life-changing experience! Register for 

LSCA camps:  lscacamp.org 

 

Visit loamicc.com to listen to sermons 

and find out more about what’s going on 

at LoamiCC! 

7-7 Adolph & Gina Prochazka 

7-7 Jim & Deanna Nergenah 

7-8 Tom & Denise Cooper 

7-10 David & Stephanie Steichmann 

7-11 Chris & Joda Garner 

7-17 Joel & Ashley Burger 

7-17 Roger & Jan Bristow 

7-22 Jeff & Julie Eason 

 

ELEMENTARY (1st-5th):  SUPERNATURAL 

Miracles, heaven, angels, and spiritual warfare are 

part of a supernatural, spiritual world all around us. 

It’s big, and it’s invisible. We can learn about it from 

the Bible, but we will always have way more ques-

tions than answers. We can be okay with that when 

we trust God is infinitely bigger, greater, and more 

wonderful than our human minds can understand. 

He made this entire Universe, both physical and spir-

itual, and He’s in control. 

Elementary kids who bring their completed Challenge 

Card back will be awarded points for the things they 

complete. They may trade in their points for prizes 

on the 1st Sunday each month. 

 

 

PRE-K & KINDERGARTEN:  TWO BY TWO 

This five-week series takes your little ones through 

one of their favorite Bible stories: Noah's Ark.  

They’ll enjoy animated and live action lessons, origi-

nal worship music, and fun teaching and activities. 

The Bible App for Kids Curriculum brings all the ele-

ments your preschoolers love best— songs, animat-

ed characters, and an interactive host—together in a 

curriculum designed to work in tandem with the sto-

ries in Bible App for Kids. Visit www.bible.com/kids to 

download the app.  

VBS Maker Fun Factory  6:15-8pm 

http://www.bible.com/kids

