
 

 
March 04, 2020 

 

Dear Prayer Partners:  
 
The Lord is working. As I look over last month’s prayer letter, I notice several answers to prayer, 
which means you have been praying for us. Thank you and may God be praised. 
 
One of our biggest blessings recently is seeing the Lord take care of our needs. We have received 
several generous one-time gifts, increased support and even a new supporting church since we 
last mentioned our need. While our need is still great, it’s not as dire as it once was, and we can 
give witness to the fact that the Lord takes care of his own. And thank you to those who have 
sacrificed so that we can serve the Lord here in Brazil. 
 
Now on to news of the Press.  

• Our annual conference is November 9-12, but the work on it begins early. This year 
another board member, Rubens da Silva, is in charge and he’s doing a great job. The 
theme is “A Call to Discernment.” We have some good speakers coming and the website 
is already up and running. We still need to get all of the workshops lined up. Pray that we 
would have at least 200 attendees. This will be our 11th Conference and we have never 
met our goal. 

• Speaking of the conference, maybe you would like to come down and help. Some of the 
messages will be in English. We have two areas of need. First, we would very much like to 
put together a string quartet or mini orchestra to accompany the song services and 
perform special music. If we had some of the more difficult instruments to find (cello, 
viola, French horn), we may be able to find some of the more popular instruments (violin, 
flute, recorder). Another area of need is logistical help: food services, nursery care, etc. 
Musicians could do both.  

• The offer we received on the property last month was much lower than the last one we 
turned down. Continue to pray that we would sell the property for what we need. 

• Next week is our Field Council meeting with our fellow Baptist Mid-Missions missionaries. 
We will be presenting a business plan and a project to the field. Pray that God’s will be 
done and that, if he be pleased, we find a way to finally help the Press thrive and meet its 
goals. 

• We have no further news on the taxes the government is trying to collect as second time. 
Our lawyer has a meeting with scheduled on March 10th to talk to a government 
representative. We are also having problems with our bank. For two years now we have 



been jumping through hoops to get Anita and one other person on the account, but they 
keep losing our paperwork and adding new steps.  

• Continue to pray for our new website. It still isn’t done. As I mentioned, the Conference 
website is done (www.congressoebr.com.br), but even that isn’t the way we want it. We 
depend on a series of interconnected websites for our business model. 

 
Now on to the church.  

• This past week was our Carnaval (Mardi-Gras) retreat. That’s right: when Carnaval comes, 
we retreat. This year our church held our retreat by itself, so it was smaller than what we 
are used to. Nevertheless, it was a really nice time. The speaker was Pastor Márcio 
Martins, from our church in Olímpia. He came with his wife and 4 kids. His messages were 
from Ecclesiastes and were very encouraging. The location was beautiful, although it 
rained and was colder than usual. We came back encouraged. 

• Praise the Lord that Lailton got a better job. Continue to pray for them as they raise their 
two boys, including Augusto, who is autistic. Jozi has not been feeling well with severe 
joint pain. Since they are dependent on public health care, it is taking a while to figure out 
what she has.  

• Speaking of Jozi’s health, please pray for Heloisa, Pastor Arthur’s wife. She has been 
suffering from pain and numbness for several years now while actively involved in the 
children’s and ladies’ ministries at church and raising their two young children.  

• Continue to pray for Martha. She still has not repented of her public sin, although she 
keeps coming. 

• We have had several visitors that keep coming back. Some have made professions of 
faith. Janaína is faithful and professed faith in the gospel, but her husband is unsaved. 
Pray that he would come to faith and that she would join. Amanda is single and was in 
both services last Sunday. Regina and her daughter, Maria Flor, were coming, but have 
not been for a couple of weeks.  

• Continue to pray for Pastor Arthur’s growth in ministry. That is all that needs to happen 
for us to be able to move on to help someone else plant a church.  

 
Well, that should give you some requests to take to the throne of grace. Thank you for your 
continued faithfulness to our ministry in Brazil. We will be in the States in the spring and early 
summer for our annual short furlough. If you would like to schedule us for a meeting, drop me a 
line or give me a jingle at 248-677-8698. We’re  
 
His for Brazil, 
Mark and Anita Swedberg 
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Márcio and Conceição see São Paulo with their children: Laura, Levi, Eric, and Arthur 

Our Retreat Location Pastor Márcio blazing a trail through the forest 


