
 
 
June 12, 2019 

 

Dear Prayer Partners: 
 
Greetings in Christ. Furlough has been good and busy, and now it is almost over. 
 
In March I left you with 4 prayer requests. Three of them have been answered and one of them is 
ongoing. Allow me to share with you. 
 
I had a good and quick trip to Brazil at the beginning of April. The main reason for the trip was to 
give a report to the Brazilian Association regarding the Press. That part went well. You may recall 
that I went early because we had an offer on our Press property. Unfortunately, the sale didn’t go 
through. The potential buyer wouldn’t budge on the price, then he tried to get me to go even 
lower, and then he withdrew the offer altogether. So we still need to sell the property and we 
have had no other offers. Please keep praying. 
 
In March Benjamin and Jennifer received a call to North Baptist Church in Flint, Michigan. 
Benjamin is the Associate Pastor of music and outreach. They accepted the call in May and have 
already been at the church for about a month. So that was an answer to prayer for one of our 
children. 
 
John graduated in May from Westminster Choir College in a beautiful ceremony we were 
privileged to attend with my parents, but he still didn’t know what he was going to do next. 
 
A few days after graduation, while he was a music festival with his school choir, he received an 
invitation to join the staff of First Baptist Church in Troy, Michigan. He will be the choir director 
for their Christian school, and also help out with the church choir and music program. So they will 
be moving to Michigan in July and both of our children will be within 40 minutes of each other. 
So God answered prayer regarding our other child. Thank you for praying. 
 
We are now gearing up for Jennifer and Benjamin Stilwell’s wedding on June 29. They will be 
married in Cambridge, Iowa, which is just north of Ankeny. On July 3, John, Sarah, Anita and I will 
go to Brazil. Benjamin and Jennifer will follow a few days later. From July 9-12 they will put on a 
Music Conference at our seminary in Curitiba. Pray for them (and us). 



 
Continue to pray for our Press in Brazil. Getting the Sunday School material out on time is always 
an adventure, as is marketing and website management. We are trying to do all of this and edit 
some books that are about ready for print. It seems like we are always trying to figure out how to 
do what we need to do and rarely get ahead. Pray that we would have 500 churches adopting our 
Sunday School materials by the end of the year. 
 
The news from the Carapicuiba Church is mostly good. Pray for Pastor Arthur and his wife, 
Heloisa. They are faithful even when there are discouraging times. He told me that they had a 
good number of visitors in church last Sunday and several decisions of some sort were made. 
 
We appreciate all of your prayers and faithful support. We have enjoyed seeing many of you 
during our furlough. Until next time, we’re  
 
His for Brazil, 
Mark and Anita Swedberg 
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