
 

 
April 21, 2020 

 

Dear Prayer Partners:  
 
It has been just over a month since our last prayer letter and 21 days since my resignation at EBR 
took effect. Let me bring you up to date. 
 
We are still in a transition period with the Press, but I basically have very little to do with it 
anymore, except to answer questions and hand over documents when asked. Anita does a little 
more work because she is the only one who can pay bills from the bank account and that isn’t 
going to change until the COVID-19-related restrictions are lifted. Still, it doesn’t require as much 
work and emotional involvement. 
 
Please pray for the EBR board. They are trying to make the Press go and have appointed a 
temporary director, although they haven’t elected a new president. His name is Valney Veras. He 
is a pastor in Fortaleza. They are able to keep the bills paid and some materials going out the 
door for now, but, of course, that isn’t enough. They have no funds to publish new books or 
Sunday School materials. Valney is putting in a lot of time and energy. Pray for him. 
 
Anita and I still don’t know what the Lord has next for us, although we have several options. In 
the meantime, the Lord has opened up several ministry opportunities that we are enjoying. 
 
I have become a Zoom subscriber and use it to run Wednesday evening and Sunday services for 
the Biblical Baptist Church here in Carapicuiba. I will begin an interactive study on 1 Peter this 
Wednesday. I preach on Sunday mornings and Pastor Arthur preaches on Sunday nights, although 
I run the service. Since we have a piano at home, Anita can play and we both sing. I can see the 
folks singing at their homes too. It is kind of fun. 
 
I wonder what our neighbor, Arthur, thinks. He shares a wall with us and I’m sure he can hear us 
some because we can hear him. I just met him as this was all starting (he moved in earlier this 
year), and I’m anxious to talk to him about the Lord. His wife (whose name I didn’t get) is 
pregnant with their second. His son, whose name I hear on occasion, is a cute toddler by the 
name of Lucca. 
 
In addition to those things, I’ve also been able to help our sending church. Their pastor just 
retired and, as of this past Sunday, they haven’t had anyone to preach or lead a song service. The 



Covid quarantine is not conducive to having interim pastors, so I’ve volunteered to do it from 
here by Zoom. Last Sunday was our first attempt, and it went reasonably well. It was good to see 
their faces again. Please pray for Faith Baptist Church in North Manchester, IN, as they look for a 
pastor. 
 
I’m also working on a chapter for a book I’m collaborating on. It is supposed to be somewhat 
scholarly, so I’ve had to do a lot of research. The topic is sanctification in Romans 6. I’m hoping to 
finish up by this weekend, with the Lord’s help and a little perseverance. 
 
Anita is finally able to pursue some of her musical and other interests. She’s even trying to learn 
German to help her in these areas. It’s fun for me to see her have the time and energy to devote 
to this. I’m sure it will be a blessing for our churches here in Brazil. 
 
Our children are doing well. John and Sarah are at the epicenter of the virus outbreak in the state 
of Michigan. They live across the street from First Baptist Church of Troy, where John is 
employed. He usually leads the singing for the church services. He also teaches at the school, 
which he now does online. Sarah also teaches at a charter school, which has also gone online. 
 
Jennifer and Benjamin are up the road a bit at Flint. Benjamin is an assistant pastor at North 
Baptist Church. They are doing well. Jennifer is finishing up her semester of piano pedagogy. 
After this semester she should only have one more year to go. 
 
Thank you for your continued prayers and support. We appreciate all you have done on our 
behalf. We’re  
 
His for Brazil, 
Mark and Anita Swedberg 
 
 
Mark A. Swedberg 
Estrada do Lutero, 1685 – Casa 23 
Condomínio Nova Vianna, Jd Paisagem Renoir II 
06715-400 Cotia, SP 
Brazil 
Magic Jack, USA phone line that rings in Brazil: 248-677-8698 
 
Sent out by Faith Baptist Church 
1303 W. State Road 13 
North Manchester, IN 46962 
 
Serving with Baptist Mid-Missions 
P.O. Box 308011 
Cleveland, OH 44130-8011 
440-826-3930 


