
 

 
February 05, 2020 

 

Dear Prayer Partners:  
 
Greetings from rainy, muggy and unseasonably cool São Paulo. A month has already sped by, and 
we have much to tell you. So, like the surgeon said as he was beginning and appendectomy, let’s 
get to it. 
 
First, here is what the Lord is doing for the Press and what we need prayer for. 

• Last week Anita and I attended the state association meeting. We reported on the Press 
and sold books. Praise the Lord that the sales were pretty good and we were well 
received. 

 

 
Two pastors looking at books 

• The November Conference is coming together. We 
have main speakers, a theme, a venue and several of 
the workshops in place. The artwork is done. It will 
appear on our website, printed materials and 
conference banner. I’ve turned over the main leadership 

to one of our young pastors from Natal, Rubens da Silva. He is doing an excellent job. 
o Pray that the new Conference website would get up and running in a week. We 

have experienced some delays. 

Anita making a sale 



o Pray that we would have record attendance in November. We would really like to 
have 200 people. 

• We still have not been able to sell the Press property, although we have had several 
inquiries. In fact, just as I was typing this, a message came that we are to receive an offer.  

• Several weeks ago, I met with Marcos Paulo, a member of a colleague’s church. He is the 
fourth Mark connected to the Press. He specializes in helping turn struggling businesses 
into successful ones. By all accounts he is very good at this and has offered to help us 
entirely free of charge. Pray for this process. 

• Yesterday we received some unwelcome news. Several years ago, we discovered that we 
owed a whole lot of back taxes to the Brazilian government due to the mismanagement of 
one of our former employees. In a marvelous way the Lord provided the funds to pay it 
off just as the government was offering an amnesty on the fines. For unknown reasons, 
our debt was never wiped off the government records, even though we had done 
everything requested of us and they had record of our payment. Well, yesterday we were 
notified that the debt is now active, and the government wants us to pay it (again). Of 
course, they didn’t return our money. We aren’t sure what is going on, but thankfully we 
have a very good lawyer on the case. His name is Marco Antônio (Mark #2). Pray for him. 
He is a faithful believer and a good friend. 

• Continue to pray for our new website. It still isn’t done, and the web designer just 
changed day jobs and went to Canada for 2 weeks. Not what we were counting on. 

 
Now on to the church. Twenty-twenty has begun well. I’ve seen new diligence on Pastor Arthur’s 
part. I’ve also seen eager and faithful attendance by the church members. Last Sunday night we 
had torrential rains, which kept visitors away, but not our church members. That warms the 
heart. Here are some specific prayer requests. 

• Lailton and Josi have felt the call of God for ministry. They have been going through a time 
of trial for over a year now. Lailton has not been able to find a job that is good enough to 
pay his bills, although he works full time. Additionally, they have an autistic firstborn son 
who is three and says only a few scattered words. Their youngest son is about 3 months 
old. I’m sure they would appreciate your prayers. 

• Martha has been attending our church for 3 or 4 years. She knows all the hymns, has a 
beautiful voice and talks all the church jargon. She frequently voices concern over 
ungodliness and unfaithfulness in others, but she lives in open sin. When confronted she 
cries and acknowledges her sin, but she doesn’t repent or even quit coming. She 
somehow thinks that her sanctimonious feelings and faithfulness to church compensate 
for her sin. Will you join us in concerted prayer for her repentance?  

 
Well, that should give you some requests to take to the throne of Grace. Thank you for your 
continued faithfulness to our ministry in Brazil. We’re  
 
His for Brazil, 
Mark and Anita Swedberg 
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