
F.A.Q.’s about installing chairs:

Why are we replacing pews?

There are many advantages to having removable seating in our worship area.  Below are listed 
a few of them:

1. More people will be able to worship together.  We had Centerville Fire Marshall 
assess our capacities and they said that 241 was our maximum occupancy given our use of 
pews.  Most of the pews are 210 inches long and they said that 24” is the guideline for space 
needed in pews, allowing for “8.75” people per pew.  Realistically that number is 8.  However 
they said that if you have actual chairs the space is configured by the actual width of the chair.  
In the case of the chairs we are purchasing, they are just under 21”.  This allows for 10 seats in 
that same 210 inch space.  Just in the area with the 25 long pews on the main floor, that adds 
50 people alone - 250 versus 200 in pews.  Studies have also shown that pews actually get 
filled to about 80% their actual seating capacity, partially due to the ambiguity of what 
constitutes an actual “seat” in between others. There is no ambiguity with an actual chair.

2. More comfortable seating for those with physical limitations and ailments.
The chairs we are purchasing have more padding than our pews: the pews have roughly 1” of 
padding on the seats and back portion.  The chairs have 3 1/2” on the seat portion and 1 1/2” on 
the back portion.

3. Extra options for handicap accessibility. The ability to remove chairs easily allows 
us to accommodate the need for any extra handicap space.  

4. Removable chairs allows for more ministry flexibility. This allows for more than 
just Sunday morning worship and opens up the possibility for other ministry uses and events as 
well as more intimate settings such as prayer vigils.  It also means we are making better use of 
our investment in resources.

5. Removable but aesthetically inviting chairs create a warmer, less sterile 
environment. Pews can be more intimidating and overly formal to those without church 
experience. 

6. Chairs are more inviting to a younger generation. They help communicate a 
willingness to adapt our methods and resources (not our message) to be relevant and reach 
more people for Christ.

Who made the decision?

It was a discussion among many, including deacons, staff, and elders.  The elders made the 
decision after much prayer and deliberation.

Why do it now?

1. The need to focus on mission is at an all time high.  These are the times when the 
hearts of people are most receptive to the good news of Jesus and we need to be prepared to 



both accommodate as many as possible in our building and have the most relevant and flexible 
options - which includes retaining our online presence.

2. The carpet is long overdue for replacement. Records show that it was installed in 
1984 and it makes more financial sense to do it at the same time since new carpet has to be 
installed around pews if retaining them.  

3. Prearranged seating allows for more controlled environments in terms of social 
distancing.  While we aren't sure how long this will be necessary, experts say that there will 
likely be a new surge of cases with the onset of the winter season.  We need to be prepared to 
accommodate this scenario or any future epidemics.

How much will it cost and how are we paying for it?

The approximate cost of the chairs is $13,296.25.  The approximate cost of the carpet for the 
auditorium/sanctuary is $10,756.74.  The total for both is $24,052.99. These are not a part of 
our regular budget and would be paid for from major projects funds. We have worked very hard 
to be fiscally responsible over these last several years and are currently doing well even 
considering the economic crisis that has been brought about by the quarantine.

Won’t the chairs clash with the traditional feel of the sanctuary?

The chairs we have chosen are high quality and link together with no gap in between cushions.  
This means that they look more “pew-like” and “classy” when connected. They are also 
designed in such a way that those who need more than 21 inches can simply occupy two chairs 
without sacrificing comfort. We believe they will nicely accentuate the beautiful architecture and 
design of our auditorium/sanctuary. 

Are we keeping any pews?

Yes. The pews in the balcony will remain.

What will happen to the pews that are being replaced?

We are looking to sell or donate them to other churches in need. If you are interested or have 
some leads, give us a call.

What color will the chairs and carpet be?

The chairs color is listed as “Indigo” and the carpet color is listed as “Assortment” (blue based).  
Samples of both can be viewed in the church office.  The chair color can also be viewed online 
at https://www.churchplaza.com/church-chairs/features-accessories/fabric-options/

Can I see a sample of the chair?

We have a sample chair that can be seen in the church office.  While it is not the same color as 
what we will be getting, it is the exact same model in every other respect.  It has a rack for 

https://www.churchplaza.com/church-chairs/features-accessories/fabric-options/


books/Bibles underneath as well as a communion cup holder and slot on the back for 
communication cards.

When will the change occur?

The chairs will take 14 to 16 weeks to arrive from June 4.  This will also allow us time to work 
out the details with carpet and pews to prepare for their arrival.

What can you tell us about the carpet?

We are installing the newer carpet squares which allow us to replace squares which become 
worn or stained without replacing the whole thing. As previously mentioned, a sample can be 
seen in the church office.

Will there be parameters set for the multifunction use of the main auditorium/sanctuary?

The elders, deacons, and staff will be in discussion and work together to determine what kinds 
of ministries would take place in the sanctuary, with elders making the ultimate decision.


