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When I was a young gal in church, I memorized six steps to a 

salvation: hear, believe, repent, confess, be baptized, and 

live a Christian life.  They’ve stuck with me into adulthood, 

and I’m pretty sure I’ve repeated those steps to several 

audiences over the years.  Maybe you memorized something 

similar in your childhood. 
 

I mention those six steps because that sixth one, as you well 

understand, is one we never really “check off”.  We’re all 

works in progress when it comes to living a Christian life.  I’m 

nearing the half century mark soon enough, and though 

baptized into Christ in 1981, I’m sure I’m not where I should 

be this far along in my efforts to “live a Christian life”.  Let 

me share with you the stories of others who are on this 

same path right now, but babes still.  In the last three 

months, I’ve had the privilege of recognizing the baptisms of 

three young people at the Oblong Children’s Christian 

Home: Lena, Jason, and Dexter.  They, too, are now on that 

sixth step: living the Christian Life. 
 

Lena has been with us on the Oblong campus for a little less 

than a year.  I was honored to be present at her baptism on 

Good Friday this spring.   

Orchard Group 

 is a ministry that plants churches around the world but has many 

works in the New England area of the U.S.  Here is a recent report: 
 

In a message delivered to a group of Christian leaders, author 

Francis Chan asks, “If you were tasked with going to a cemetery to 

raise someone from the dead, who would you bring with you?”  

After pausing, he continues, “a great communicator? A band?”  

Chan’s point is clear: resurrection from the dead is something that 

no one could ever hope to accomplish without the miraculous 

intervention of God himself.  As John 6:63 reads, “It is the Spirit 

who gives life; the flesh counts for nothing.” 
 

Each year around this time, when churches the world over 

celebrate Easter, they’re celebrating this incredible reality; that 

God has the power to raise the dead.  This is so radical, 

miraculous, and mysterious that it’s easy to forget, or to dismiss, 

or to pay lip service without ever deeply considering the real 

implications. 
 

During Easter season, the team here at Orchard Group has a 

practice of reaching out to our churches to ask for updates.  

Churches share annual attendance, offerings, and other figures.  

But the figure that we all most eagerly anticipate is all about 

resurrection: those who have come to new faith and been 

baptized.  Coming to faith in Christ means moving from death to 

life.  It’s resurrection! 
 

This year that number was 834.  That means that over the past 12 

months in Orchard Group church plants, more than eight hundred 

people were raised from death into new life.  God has (again) 

raised the dead.  This is why we plant churches: that more and 

more people might discover Jesus, know him personally, and be 

raised into new life with him. 
 

Thank you for partnering with us in this resurrection work. 
 

Luke Greer, Director of Partnership 

Gospel Broadcasting Mission & The Christian Hour 

With your prayers and support, our mission has started and 

currently  helps support daily radio broadcasts in 15 

languages.  The Christians Hour in English is on AM, FM 

stations and on the internet.  Add that we help provide radio 

studios and equipment used to produce music, programs and 

videos.  Mission work is not easy - but it is necessary if we are 

able to help grow the church and reach men, women and 

children with the truth of Jesus Christ.  -Bill McClure 

 

Lee and Jonathan Turner, fellow radio broadcasters produce 

and transmit Urdulanguage Christian programs to Pakistan. In 

their Insider’s Alert newsletter, they write: “The opening 

invocation in the U.S. House of Representatives May 9, 2019, 

was given by Muslim Imam Omar Suleiman, a popular imam 

from Irving, TX.  He was invited to give the invocation by Rep. 

Eddie Bernice Johnson (D) from TX. The imam has defended 

Rep. IIhan Omar (D) from MN. And the anti-Semitic comments 

which she made earlier this year. IIhan Omar also spoke very 

dismissively of the attack on the World Trade Centers by 

Islamic Jihadists. It is very troubling to see increasing pro-

Islamic sentiment in our country.  Is it not time for Christians 

to pray fervently for our country and its leaders?” 
 

“...pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on 

their behalf, and give thanks for them. Pray this way for kings 

and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and 

quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity. This is good and 

pleases God our Savior, who wants everyone to be saved and 

to understand the truth. For there is one God and one 

Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—The man 

Christ Jesus.” 

(1 Timothy 2) 



With boldness, she stood before family and friends and read her 

testimony to us.  It was troubled: abuse, sexual identity issues, anger, 

depression, suicide attempts.  But I watched as she surrendered it all 

to the Lord.  She had heard the Word, and she believed it.  On that 

day, she committed her way to the Lord and confessed her sin.  Her 

baptism was observed by all.  Now…just to live that Christian life. 
 

Can I be frank?  Jason scared me when he arrived at the Oblong 

Children’s Christian Home.  Before his placement, the correctional 

officer who drove him to campus had to remove shackles from his 

feet and hands.  He’d barely been in school because some of his 

youthful, foolish acts had landed him in juvenile detention.  Once on 

the Oblong campus, some of those youthful, foolish acts continued.  

Has he been caught lying?  Yep.  Has he been disobedient?  Yep.  But, 

slowly we began to see changes in Jason: more effort with school 

work, less hostility, and more of an interest in Christ.  On Sunday, 

May 12 (Mother’s Day) with his mom present at church, Jason gave 

his life to Christ.  He had heard the Word, and he believed it.  On that 

day, he committed his way to the Lord and confessed his sin.  His 

baptism was observed by all.  Now…just to live that Christian life. 
 

Dexter is a name you might remember.  In February, I wrote about 

this Peppermint Stripe-loving teen who would visit my office just to 

toss me one of those candies from the candy dish – a treat we both 

loved.  Dexter had the opportunity to go home already.  He finished 

his school work early (in March) and returned to his home 

community.  But before that homecoming, Dexter was baptized at 

the First Christian Church in Oblong.  And, not just him, but his mom 

and sister were as well.  He had heard the Word, and he believed it.  

On March 17, he committed his way to the Lord and confessed his 

sin.  His baptism was observed by all.  He returned to Milford that 

next week.  His days walking out this Christian life wouldn’t be on 

our campus.  We reached out to the local Christian church in his 

hometown, asking for help in his discipleship.  I’m pleased to know 

that they have, in turn, reached out to his family.  I’m certain that he 

is in their prayers as well as ours.  We can only pray that he is 

choosing to live a Christian life. 

Oh…living that Christian life, that seems the hardest part, doesn’t 

it?  What a difficult path it can be. 
 

I look at these three young lives, and I realize their fragility.  Just 

like a toddler who wobbles and teeters and falls and then tries 

again, so is the spiritual walk of a new Christian.   
 

Lena, Jason, and Dexter are not sure-footed.  Some days they are 

like dare-devils, and some days they fall in a heap and sob.  All of 

this is figurative, of course, but you understand.  That sixth step is 

surely full of pitfalls. 
 

This fragile and wonderful place – this vulnerable, youthful, 

ambitious, and scary place – THIS is right where we minister.  We 

minister to the hearts of teens who want more than they have had 

in their former lives and yet are drawn so intensely to a haunting 

past that wants to recur along the newly chosen, narrow path.  

This is our place of ministry – the walk.  And, this is where your 

help is  so important. 

 

Perhaps you are weary of reading stories and “asks”.  Perhaps 

letters from the Oblong Children’s Christian Home arrive among 

scads of other, all asking for funding for good causes.  I empathize.  

Yet, I sit at this keyboard knowing the importance of every person 

reading this letter and every gift that may be mailed back. Our 

ministry has expanded.  The gravity of living the Christian life 

alongside these fragile lives impresses me; it weighs on me.  I 

know what we are to do.  I know the resources it will take to do it.  

I know the pitfalls.  I ask you to consider your sixth step as well.   

Please, give today.  Please continue 

to pray for us.  Thank you so much 

for your friendship and support. 
  

Amy Kemp, 

Executive Director-Operations 

 
 

 

 

problem among the people I live with.  God has given me the burden to help 

them find healing through Christ, and has opened an opportunity through 

counseling recovering addicts in the program at the hospital.  So far, we have 

seven men attending sessions.  Please pray that God will give me wisdom and 

resources for this great vision.

COMENSERV 
 

Greetings from Kenya.  Last week I participated in a conference for 

Somali MBBs (Muslim Background Believers) in an undisclosed 

location in another country.  I was able to give them 100 copies of 

our new discipleship booklet.  English is on one page, and Somali is 

on the facing page.   
 

We expect to complete a total of 10 discipleship booklets within a 

year.  Literature and Teaching Ministries (LATM) covers the cost of 

translating and printing the booklet.  You help cover the cost of 

distribution and creating the Web site where all the booklets will be 

available to download onto phones in restricted places.  Your gifts 

also help us add other resources, including devotional videos, to the 

new Web site. 
 

The 10 booklet titles are:   
 

Learning to Follow the Ways of Al-Masih ‘Isa (Jesus Christ) 

The Teachings of Al-Masih ‘Isa 

The Deeds of Al-Masih ‘Isa 

The Gospel and the Qur’an Concerning Al-Masih ‘Isa 

We Believe in One God 

How to Read the Bible for Understanding 

The Old and New Testaments 

Grace and Salvation 

Prayer 

The Fellowship of Believers 
 

These booklets are written specifically for Somalis and other Muslim 

background believers.  The approach in inductive. 
 

Yesterday we baptized an Ethiopian refugee into Christ.  He comes 

from a Christian background.  Last year we baptized his wife who 

comes from a Muslim background. 
 

Please continue to pray for us.  Thank you so much for your 

friendship and support.  

May we all be a blessing to our Lord. 

Don Tingle, Executive Director 


