
PROCESSING THE TRAGEDIES OF OUR DAY 

 How do we, as a Christian community, react to the tragedy of the latest school shooting in 
Uvalde, TX - that took the lives of 21 people including 19 children?  How do we process the racially 
motivated killing of 10 individuals in Buffalo, NY on May 14? How do we find comfort after these 
senseless crimes - knowing they could happen anywhere? How do we pray for those who are directly 
involved and have lost a loved one? 
 Those in such grief and distress often cannot hear words of comfort - feeling there is no comfort 
for such a loss. So it is important that the Christian community cover the grieving families and 
individuals with prayer and support. All throughout the Bible, there are written stories of loss, death, 
tragedy and unexpected disaster. Also, the Scriptures record God’s response and His loving care.  
 Our Heavenly Father understands their grief for He saw his only begotten son Jesus, who 
without fault, hung on a cross in one of the most painful and terrible ways to die. Throughout both the 
Old and New Testament, God gives words of comfort and reassures us of His understanding. And we, 
as His children, are given comfort that we must pass on to those who need it most.  

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 tell us: 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of 
all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves receive from God. (NIV) 

The Scriptures also show that God is our refuge and strength, if we turn to Him in our distress: 
    
Psalms 31:9-10 (NIV)     
9 Be merciful to me, Lord, for I am in distress; my eyes grow weak with sorrow, my soul and body with grief. 
10 My life is consumed by anguish and my years by groaning; my strength fails because of my affliction, and my 
bones grow weak. 

Psalms 62:5-8 (NIV)      
5 Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from him. 6 Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my 
fortress, I will not be shaken. 7 My salvation and my honor depend on God; he is my mighty rock, my refuge. 
8 Trust in him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge. 
   

We must remember to go to him in prayer, for He is our only solace: 

Romans 8:26-27 (NIV) 
 26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of 
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God. 

Romans  8:31-39 (NIV)   
31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did 
not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all 
things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who 
then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the 
right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble 
or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:  
“For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 



37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

This verse reminds us that Jesus is the only true answer to the evil and suffering of this fallen 
world. Verse 5 of 2 Corinthians 1 goes on to say: 

“For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ.” (NIV) 

  How do we react to this those who perpetrate these horrible crimes? 

Matthew 5:43-48 (NIV) 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes 
his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love 
those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet 
only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

We also must remember that our true enemies aren’t policies or even shooters. The shooter was a 
tortured soul - blinded by the true enemy. 

2 Corinthians 4:4 (NIV) 
4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that 
displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

Ephesians 6:12-13 (NIV) 
12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the 
full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand. 

What else can we do?  
1. Pray together as a corporate body whenever we gather together. (Matthew 18:20) 

2. Pray individually for the situation and those involved. (Phil. 4:6) 

3. Be diligent in passing on the truth of the good news of Jesus by teaching this and the next generation 
the Scriptures and how to make them central to their lives. (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) 

4. Be willing to reject self-focus and selfish pursuits and prayerfully prepare ourselves to discern those 
who need to know God – in our families and in the communities in which we work. Then be bold in 
love and pass on the hope you’ve been so graciously given. (1 Peter 2:9, 3:15) 

5. Reach out practically.  Be friendly to the friendless. Be hospitable in your home. Review your 
“busyness” and make time for those who need to know they have a friend who knows God. (Romans 
12:13, Hebrews 13:2, 1 Peter 4:10, 3 John 8)           
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