
A couple of months ago Joe & Marie Lieway visited us on a Lord’s 

Day morning.  They told our ABF classes about a new project in 

Liberia for a child care facility that they would eventually man 

themselves.  A plea was made for funds and prayer support.  There 

was several who gave or pledged that Sunday to help fund it.  There 

was $1,805.00 given that day and a saint from CCC committed to 

matching that amount.  Sure enough, a similar amount came 

through he offering envelopes soon after. 

What a great answer to prayer and wat a great way to build up the 

body of Christ, His Church, both here and in Africa. 

Paul expresses God’s thought on missions support in Philippians 

4:17. “Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which 

increases to your account.” 

Did Paul need the gift from the Philippian Church?  Yes, he did, it 

allowed him to proclaim the Gospel of Christ in a more efficient 

manner.  I doubt if God’s thoughts have changed since the inspired 

Apostle wrote this.  This congregation of the Lord’s church has been 

blessed because of selfless giving and prayers like the example 

stated above. 

May the Lord God Almighty be praised and may Jesus be proclaimed 

by our actions such as these. 

      

Steve 
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From Rana & Simie Samuel, Nagpur, India: 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Greetings in Jesus name.  We praise God for His grace, 

love, and protection.  Our God is great, and He is good.  

We thank Him for our brothers and sisters in Christ who 

partner with us in caring and sharing His gospel.  Here is 

brief update on Passion Ministries.   
 

We are very grateful that in-spite of the threats and  

growing persecution God has put a hand of protection on 

His Church.  The Churches continue to meet for worship, 

prayer meetings, Sunday school, men’s and women’s  

Bible studies and prayers. 
 

Many prayer groups meet during the week to uplift those 

who are being persecuted for their faith.   
 

We request that you prayerfully consider giving $20 a 

month to support a widow.  At this time there are 14  

widows who are in need of support. 

 

Please pray for – We see persecution and oppression all 

around.  The times that we are living in are very scary.  

Please continue to lift up God’s people and His Church in 

your prayers.  As the temperatures rise above 110 degrees 

in India, there is scarcity of water and many infectious 

diseases.  Please pray for the children of CARE ministry 

to be safe.  For God’s protection on the team of Passion 

Ministries and those ministering around the world.   
 

As always, we thank you for making this ministry  

possible.  May God bless you for sharing His love. 

From Pino Neglia, Lecce Christian Mission Italy: 
 

The evangelistic campaign was a resounding success!  We had 

106 attendees, counting adults and children.  I used the  

computer and video projector which I had brought with me from 

Italy.  The audience hung on every word and followed up with 

extensive questions and inquiries.  Remember to pray for these 

dear souls who heard the message of salvation.  We also handed 

out Bibles. 
 

Evangelistic Conference at Manduria – about 60 miles from  

Lecce: 
 

For several months, we have had visitors every Sunday from 

Manduria, a very ancient “Messapic” city dating from 300-400 

years before Rome.  Manduria is especially famous in the world 

for its traditional wine called “primitivo”.  This ancient vine  

dating back to the Greeks produces a very strong drink – up to 

46 proof – that for centuries was used to boost the weakest 

wines of northern Italy and France.  But they have learned to 

tame it and lower its strength bringing it worldwide recognition.  

Graziano Dalemmo and his wife had a dream of building a 

Christian  

community in their hometown of Manduria for years.  So, we 

organized a public conference by hooking up with a local  

historical society to create the biggest “buzz” we could.  Keep in 

mind that the first Churches of Christ came into being in Italy in 

1943 during World War 2 thanks to the intense desire of a dedi-

cated servant of the Lord who was serving as a military chaplain 

with the U.S. armed forces, Guy Mayfield. He was based in 

Manduria, working together with a local, aging Bible salesman, 

Giuseppe Settembrini, from 1943-1945, they held services and 

preached throughout the little towns surrounding Manduria:  

Latiano, Oria, Mesagne, etc. 
 

The Historical Society had a speaker who presented a workshop 

on religious minorities in Manduria over the centuries.  And 

then, as a follow-on, I was able to speak about the history of our 

churches in and the history of the Restoration Movement.  



.  “I can’t tell you how much it meant to spend so much time at Mahon-

ing Valley this summer.  I really lost myself the last two years, and I 

believe without a doubt that the 3 weeks spent worshipping and recon-

necting with God this summer made all the difference in the world in 

helping me find myself again.” 
 

The impact on lives for the Kingdom that happens all the time at Ma-

honing Valley is possible only because of the support provided by 

churches and people like you.  It is not at all an exaggeration to say that 

you are the ones who make the ministry here happen, and so I want to 

say a heartfelt thank you. 
 

In Christ,  

Josh Miller, Executive Director 
 

P.S. If you would like to make future gifts to Mahoning Valley  

electronically, information on how to do so is available at  

mahoningvalley.org/give 

COMENSERV 
 

I recently told you that we sent 300 books to northern Kenya for Oromo be-

lievers, many from a Muslim background.  The books included 28 Days with 

Matthew and Muslims and Christians Talking Together.  Today I received a 

report from the two young preachers about how their trip to northern Kenya 

and Ethiopia went. 
 

They said they spoke to about 700 people, distributed the books, baptized 

into Christ 22 people and started one new village congregation.  Some of 

those they taught came from a Muslim background, but most came from 

traditional African religions.  They traveled into conflict zones across the 

border into Ethiopia.  Once they had to stay put from three days due to 

fighting in the area. 
 

Last Sunday nearly a hundred street people – children, youth, and adults, -- 

came together for worship at the Made in the Streets facility near our cam-

pus.  Some are drug addicts, even children, and all have no home to get a 

good meal, wash their clothes or bathe.  I help shepherd the young adults of 

Nairobi Church of Christ that meets of the KCITI school campus, and these 

three photos of the street people and our young adults with them. 
 

Thank you so much for your friendship and support.  May we all be a  

blessing to our Lord. 
 

Don Tingle, Executive Director 

Victory Knowles, POEM Ministries: 

“In this time of material abundance, a 
lot of worthy churches and ministries 
face a chronic shortage of funds.  
Why is that?  According to 
nonprofitsource.com, Christians today 
give only 2.5 percent of their income; 
during the Great Depression, it was 
3.3 percent.  The average giving by 
adults who attend Protestant churches 

in America is about $17 a week, and 37 percent of regular 
attendees and evangelicals don’t give any money to the 
church.”   

~Eric Metaxas, “Christian Hoarding,” in the Southeast 
Outlook, Sept. 27, 2018.  

(While these facts may seem depressing, POEM greatly 
appreciates those who faithfully and sacrificially give to this 
ministry!  God bless you for sharing with us in 2018.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear friend of Mahoning Valley: 
 

I always try to begin the year by reviewing the numbers of the year we 

just closed, because looking back is often an encouragement.  Doing so 

this year will be particularly encouraging in a few key spots. 
 

The first one occurred in January, when the Camp was able to pay off 

the final two plus years of the mortgage, and so Mahoning Valley is 

now completely debt free for the first time in nearly two decades.  I’m 

going to be transparent here: I was so excited that the Camp’s debt was 

gone that I drove up to the bank to hand-deliver the final check, and 

then I wasn’t able to get much done the rest of the day.  This is a major 

milestone in the long-term sustainability of this ministry, and the sense 

of joy and peace from it has continued. 
 

Summer camp is always the highlight of our year, and 2018 marked our 

sixth consecutive year of growth in that program.  We hosted 706 

campers across fourteen different camp sessions, and twenty-six of 

those young people were baptized into Christ.  I believe that this is only 

the second time Mahoning Valley has hosted over 700 campers in a 

summer, and it was incredible to see the way God worked to reveal 

Himself to those campers and the over 300 volunteers who served as 

faculty. 
 

As has become the norm, we hosted over 400 people in our camp-

programed retreats such as Family Camp and the Women’s Retreat.  

We also were able to serve nearly 1400 guests who attended retreats put 

together by individual churches, organizations, and families. 
 

Perhaps my favorite part of 2018 was our introduction of a new camp 

session for college-age students.  So many young adults struggle with 

their faith while making the transition from adolescence to adulthood 

that occurs during these years, and so it’s vital that we continue to share 

with them the love of Jesus and the wisdom of Scripture as they discov-

er what it means to follow Christ on their campuses and in their careers.  

One of the young ladies who attended college camp this year, Nicole, 

came back two other weeks during the summer to serve as faculty with 

younger campers, and in August she wrote me a note that I want to 

quote here for you 

 

Ten years ago, a group of Campus House students launched a 

card program at Purdue dining locations, where students  

exchange a portion of a meal credit for a Swipe Out  

Starvation card – turning unused swipes into meals for those 

battling food insecurity.  The cards serve as a physical  

representation of a 25-cent contribution made to Lafayette 

Food Finders or Land of a Thousand Hills, a fair-trade coffee 

company in Rwanda.  There have been $49,154 total  

contributions over the last 3 years.   
 

“This past semester, I have had the privilege of being the 

president of Swipe Out Starvation.  It has been challenging to 

manage such a quickly growing organization, but it has been 

uplifting to see our students give so much of their time and 

their resources to see an impact take shape.”  Martha Shroyer, 

Junior 


