
 
From Arvin Moden at the Oblong Children’s Christian 
Home: 
 
“Dear Friends, 
 

Your generosity inspires us.  Your example of giving makes us 
want to give to others.  Thank you for your gift and for 
inspiring us to follow your example!  For many years we have 
had seven values that we emphasize in our homes: (1) Honesty, 
(2) Obedience, (3) Respect, (4) Forgiveness, (5) Love, (6) 
Thankfulness, and (7) Work. 
 
Recently I explained our seven values in a presentation.  After 
the presentation a person came to me and said, “You need to 
add one more value.”  My first thought was, “No way.”  She 
suggested the value of “service.”  The Holy Spirit immediately 
confirmed in my heart that we needed to add “service” as our 
eighth value.  So many people like you give to us.  We need to 
learn to give back. 
 
Serving others gets our eyes off ourselves, serving heals the 
hurts of the past and gives us purpose and fulfillment. 
 
Last month three of our boys and Steve McCain, their house 
father, went to Mexico and built a house for a family in need.  
It was not a large home – only 18 by 20 feet, but it proved 
shelter, and the family was very appreciative of their “castle”.  
The boys came back feeling about three inches taller.  They 
also came back with an appreciation of the great home they 
have. 
 
The girls in our home often fix meals for people in the church 
who have been ill.  All our young people have done yard work 
for elderly people. 
 
Thanks again for your wonderful gift and for setting an 
example of serving others.  You will never know this side of 
eternity the impact for good that you have done through your 
giving. 
 
In Christian Love, Arvin” 

 

 Johnson University, formerly Johnson Bible College, reports 
there are students from 25 countries studying there. 
 

The independent Christian churches/Churches of Christ have 
campus ministries at 13 state colleges.  That is something to 
praise the LORD for. 

December 2022  

From Mark Pike at the Ball State campus house: 
 

“On our fist Sunday, a young woman spoke with me after the 
service.  She didn’t have a Bible and wanted a 
recommendation.  I was able to take her to our shelf of Bibles 
and give her a Bible to read and keep.  For many students, 
college is a season of trying new things.  Pray for those who are 
led to try prayer, reading the Bible, and worship for the first 
time. 
 
One of the most important aspects of the Christian Campus 
House at Ball State is students can take steps of faith in an 
environment of support with other Christian students.  The 
devil wants us to be isolated and that can happen quickly on a 
university campus.  We need each other in a fellowship of faith 
in Christ to strengthen our devotion to God. 
 
Would you consider a financial gift as we approach the end of 
2022 to strengthen our ministry at Ball State?  The Holy Spirit 
is working in the lives of these students. 
Serving Christ, Mark Pike, Campus Minister” 

Wise words from our mission partner in Canada, Jim 
Tune: 
 

“The secular wave is crashing everywhere upon us.  It is 
difficult to stand alone.  We need to embed ourselves in 
strong communities of like-minded saints lest we waver.” 
 

Begin with prayer -  The time is upon us all to commit to 
fervent, unceasing prayer.  Psalm 11 says to take refuge in 
the Lord (verse 1).  Verse 7 contains a promise: ‘For the 
Lord is righteous, he loves justice, the upright will see his 
face.”  God alone can turn this around.  We can vote, lobby, 
and campaign, but above all we must look to God.  Secular 
political conservatism will sometimes buy you some time, 
but that is all it can do – that and lull you into the 
complacent notion that it can do more than that.  Individual 
heart transformation requires the person and work of Jesus.  
That’s where we start. 
 

Be strong and courageous – Laws such as Canada’s Bill C-4 
have a “chilling effect” as people self-censor for fear of 
being reported, perhaps maliciously.  Many Christian fear 
man more than they fear God, cowering instead of saying 
anything that might be deemed “politically incorrect.” 
 

David French stated: “It took me a long time to realize the 
following truth: No matter how compassionate, charitable, 
winsome, and kind you are, if you oppose the sexual 
revolution, you are the enemy.”  This is a time for courage. 
 

The secular wave is crashing everywhere upon us.  It is 
difficult to stand alone.  We need to embed ourselves in 
strong communities of like-minded saints lest we waver.  
Many Christians seem unable to resist assimilation into this 
godless culture.  Hostile secular nihilism has won the day in 
our nation’s government, and the culture has turned 
powerfully against traditional Christians.  Live counter-
culturally in community with other believers.  Disciple your 
children and grandchildren with diligence.  The hour is late.  
This is not a drill. 
 

Always take heart dear brothers and sisters.  In the midst of 
crumbling foundations, remember that the Lord is righteous, 
and the upright will see His face!” 
 

Jim Tune is executive director of Impact Ministries Group in 
Canada and Europe.  For more information go to https//
www.impactministrygroup.org/impact-canada 

Matthew 9:37-38 – Pray for more laborers for the 
mission field both here and abroad. 

 



 
We believe this trajectory gives a fuller picture of the Body 
of Christ and enables greater impact, both within the campus 
community and as a sending base for mission and ministry. 
 
Please pray that we will continue to have a kind of bi-focal 
lens: that we would faithfully reach, equip, and send those 
who are in the four-year whirlwind of college life and that we 
would continue becoming a fuller expression of missional 
church community that students can experience and replicate.  
Most of all, pray that we will always keep our eyes fixed on 
the One who brought us to this place. 
 
We continue to be reminded of the fact that, whatever God 
calls His people to do, He equips and provides what is 
needed. 
 
Thank you for your partnership in this good work!  
In Christ, Rob Schrumpf, on behalf of the Campus House 
Staff Family” 
 
From Stan Smelser at Gospel Broadcasting Mission: 
“In recent reports the number of radio listeners aged 13-34 
has grown by 116% in 7 years (nationalpublicmedia.com), 
radio is the medium of choice for 94% of people aged 35-49 
(Nielsen.com), and radio is listened to weekly by more than 3 
billion people around the world (deloitte.com)! 
 
Just as Paul recognized the importance of young people in 
ministry (2 Timothy 1:5), we can be encouraged that utilizing 
every resource to present the Gospel to every generation is 
being instilled and utilized by those who come after us!  
Your gifts and PRAYERS are an encouragement to the new 
generation of ministers, broadcasters that are on the front 
lines of sharing the Gospel with the World through radio.  
Thank you for being a partner in continuing this vital work 
through a new generation! 
Serving Christ in Love, 
Stan Smelser, Mission Director” 

From one of our mission partners in India.  We withhold the 
names because the government and radical Hindu groups openly, 
and without punishment, persecute those whose names they find 
on the internet and on Christian literature. 
 
“We want to share some recent developments and we request 
your prayers.  Last year was a year for much struggle for the 
Christians in India.  The extremist groups are persecuting the 
Church.  There have been several attacks on Christians and 
Churches in the past year, on 25th of Dec several Churches were 
vandalized.  Also, the Government closed down several 
Christian organizations.  On the 1st of Jan the government 
announced that it had closed 6000 Christian organizations across 
India, and this number has been growing ever since.  Also, it has 
been instituted by the government that anyone who invites a 
Christian in their home will be fined an equivalent amount of 
$130.  In one of the villages, they are forcing families to convert 
to Hinduism and if they refuse, they are threatened that no one 
would sell food supplies to them.  The Deccan Herald 
Newspaper reported that on the 26th  January a mob of people 
wearing saffron clothes which represents Hindu supremist group 
came inside Churches, beating pastors and throwing women 
outside the Churches.  They kept beating women pulling their 
hair while dragging them.  The children were terrified and hid 
under chairs and wherever they could find a place to hide.  It is 
our request that you would please keep the Christians in India 
uplifted in your prayers.” 
 
Here is another report of the open persecution of Christians: 
“…we received word yesterday morning that one of our churches 
in Burma/Myanmar (Banmauk Church of Christ) has had to 
evacuate their town under threat of death y the military!  Khono 
also fears that emails in and out of the country are being 
monitored.  This really seems to be a time of increased spiritual 
warfare by the evil one. 
 
If there is a bright spot in these attacks, it is that it seems Satan 
seems to attack the hardest where he is seeing the Spirit of God 
at work!!!  We are thankful that despite these attacks the 
broadcasts sharing the Good News continue and are unthwarted! 
 
Thank you so much for your prayers for the families of the 
broadcasters, the studio personnel, their families and for the 
broadcasts themselves to continue to be effective!” 

 

  

From Rob Schrumpf, lead campus minister at the Purdue 
campus house: 
 

“Encountering Jesus 
‘Do you realize what kind of opportunity you have here?  Some of 
the best and brightest minds from around the world, many of 
whom would never set foot in a church building, coming here to 
receive a meal, and then encountering Jesus through His people!  
Do you know how awesome this is?’ 
 
Ritshi, a PhD student from India and follower of Jesus, had caught 
me after our annual Welcome Dinner for international students 
new to campus and put our heart behind hosting the dinner into 
words.  And I agreed with him: it was “awesome.” 
 
On Sunday morning the “awesomeness” continued as hundreds 
gathered for worship, and many responded to the invitation to 
“say ‘yes’ to the One who has already said ‘yes’ to [them].”  
Sunday afternoon was spent pouring into and hearing from our 
student leaders.  Sunday evening was our monthly dinner 
equipping the growing collection of non-undergrads who have a 
heart for God to transform this campus.  And this was all before 
classes began on Monday! 
 
As we mark the one-year anniversary of the new Campus House, 
we are filled with gratitude and wonder for the beauty and 
functionality of the space.  Even more, we are grateful for the 
multi-faceted ministry within these walls that continues to spill 
over and ripple throughout the campus, city, and (quite literally) 
around the world. 
 
In many ways, this last year felt like we were starting over, 
reestablishing a shared culture and context for discipleship and 
mission.  That journey continues with our theme for this year: 
Time to Build Together.  In Ephesians, Paul writes, “In [Christ 
Jesus] you are being built together into a dwelling place of God in 
the spirit” (Eph. 2:22).  The past few years have been a process of 
reframing the House into the kind of “dwelling place” that we feel 
God is calling us to be in our unique context.  Part of this is, 
essentially, to plant a Jesus-centered community of local, 
multigenerational, multiethnic, and multiplicative believers within 
our campus ministry. 

Matthew 28:18-20 – Pray for the ‘Great        
Commission’ to be fulfilled 
 

Ephesians 6:19 – Pray for boldness in proclaiming 
the Gospel of Christ 


