
 

Some news from Robert Mwangala in Kenya: 
Grace Bible Institute 
 

Finally, we get to realize a dream we have had for the longest 
time: establishing a ministry cum Bible training center for 
ministers, pastors, and all believers in general.  Our desire had 
been hampered by a lack of suitable structures and financial 
strength to get it off the ground.  Part of our desire was to 
ensure we have tables where students can write from, a good 
projector, and financial strength to pay for teachers since most 
pastors complain that they do not have money to pay the 
required fees.  We eventually realized we would probably not 
have everything in place to start school.  So, after my talk with 
Bishop Maurice Mwale of Grace Covenant Church, Nairobi, 
who also had the same vision, we decided to start the school. 
 

The institute will offer the following courses 
• Diploma (3 years) in Biblical Studies 
• Certificate (1 year) in Greek 
• Certificate (1 year) in Practical Ministry (Worship 

Ministry) 
• Certificate (1 Year) in Practical Ministry (Pastors Wives 

Ministry) 
 

The school, which has its first class in Nairobi, will be 
launched in Voi on May 5th, 2022. 
 

We covet your prayers and support, specifically for buying 
tables, so students do not write notes on their laps. 
We also invite people who can sponsor students in our new 
school. 
 

IDES, International Disaster Emergency Service, reports 

they have partnered with thousands of local churches and 

Christians in disaster relief in 131 nations over the 

49 years they have been in ministry.  That is quite 

an accomplishment, as millions of dollars of 

support have been given in the name of Jesus to 

those affected by the tragedy.  IDES only provides 

support through Christian churches and Churches of Christ  

Our campus ministries in Indiana are in full swing, with the 

return of students to campus and classes beginning.  Here is 

some news from them: 

 

Christian Student Foundation, Ball 

State University, Muncie: Caleb Grimes 

is a new campus minister on staff, having 

graduated from Central Christian College 

of the Bible this year.  He will work with 

Mark Pike for a while as he learns about 

the work and interacts with students, 

supporters, and the director. He is scheduled to replace Mark as 

senior campus minister after a time of on-the-job training.  

Mark will probably enter a part-time position with the ministry 

as development director after Caleb becomes the lead minister.  

Pray for this transition and Caleb, Mark, and our woman’s 

director, Cathy, as she works with them.  Pray that Christ may 

be proclaimed at Ball State. 
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The Christian Campus Fellowship at 

Vincennes University has added Jabari 

Hunter as an intern for this school year.  Pray 

for him and Preston Ratliff, the campus 

minister, who will train and encourage Jabari 

in his new ministry.  Pray for good interaction 

with the students. 

From Sang Ho and Lisa Kim in the Philippines, CRAM 

Worldwide missionaries: 
 

A Special Offering for Ukraine.  Subject: 6 churches (Hope, 

Love, Faith, Grace, Torch, Naic)/Congregations and Youth 

Worship Groups; Sunday, April 16 & Sunday, April 17; 

Sunday Service Attendance: 2000; Special Offering: 9,560 

pesos (which equals $184). 

Purpose:  Our congregations are aware of the seriousness 

of the war in Ukraine and want to help the victims of 

Ukraine with this special offering.  Since all our 

communities live in the slums of Bacoor city, they feel a 

deep affinity for the hardship, suffering, poverty, and 

hunger of the victims of Ukraine.   Each of these people 

earns a daily living, but they pray and donate a large portion 

of their livelihood to our brothers and sisters in Ukraine.  

They resemble the heart of Jesus.   Through this opportunity 

to help the victims of Ukraine, they can share with others 

the love of Jesus they have received.  This offering is of 

great significance to our congregations.  It is the first time 

they have financially shared the love of Jesus they received 

from missionaries during their difficult times.  The 9,560 

pesos we collected may be a lot of money or a small amount 

for others.  But regardless of the amount of money, God has 

seen their willingness to share their love. 
 

In Luke 21:1-4, Jesus proclaimed why the offering of the 

poor is valuable when He praised a poor widow even 

though she had donated a small amount of money.  He said, 

“This poor widow has put in more than all the others.  All 

these people gave their gifts out of their wealth, but she put 

in all she had to live on out of poverty.” 
 

Isn’t it great that some of the poorest people on Earth will 

sacrifice to help war victims half a world away?  Praise is to 

go to God for such a work. 

TCM’S International Institute has more than 2500 students 

from 49 countries enrolled in learning Christian ministry 

practices and doctrine.  These college-level courses are aimed 

heavily at Eastern European and Northern African Christian 

preachers and teachers. 

Terry Carter, president of Summit Theological 

Seminary in Peru, IN, has announced he has several new 

books/commentaries published on Amazon.com.  

Numbers, 2 Corinthians, and 1 & 2 Thessalonians, are the 

subjects.  Terry is a faithful teacher and preacher.  These 

will serve you well if you care to view them. 



We just added a new part-time staff person.  Her name is 
Andria Christoferson, and she will be our assistant in the 
Children’s Directory.  We have had this 10-hour-a-week staff 
person in the past, but not for a while.  Our Children’s 
ministry is growing, so she will be very helpful.  God is very 
gracious; in my opinion, she is incredibly overqualified; she 
is a homeschool mom and foster mother and recently earned 
her master’s degree in counseling from Liberty University.  
 
Here is a report from Derrick Shipley.  He and his wife 
Mikaela serve in Norway: 
 

PREACHERS Conference: I (Derrick) was so blessed to be a 
part of PREACHERS School for their first-ever international 
gathering here just outside Stavanger.  It was a 3-day 
gathering where we intensively engaged Scriptures in 
expressing the story of God, geared for preachers, 
storytellers, and communicators.  PREACHERS School 
comes from The Stirring Church in Redding, California, as 
Nate Edwardson is the lead pastor there and felt God calling 
him to help raise a new generation of preachers.  I first met 
Nate in January 2020 when he visited IMI Church for several 
days as he authentically taught from the Word of God and 
has a strong grasp of the Scriptures. 
 We had 10-15 young people attending from IMI 
Church, and we are looking to do something more with this 
starting in the fall, but we are still in early conversations 
about what this might look like.  During these 3 days 
together, we talked about engaging Scripture, what is on the 
surface, beneath the surface, and beyond.  How to craft a 
sermon in having a framework and using our voices to 
articulate God’s story with clarity and passion with 
expository preaching.  It was a special time for me with God 
confirming things in my journey in preaching, as I am 
immensely thankful to Mark Pike at the Ball State Christian 
Campus House for investing in me so heavily. At the same 
time, I served there as a student and Assistant Campus 
Minister. 

 
Here is some excellent news from Africa.  We won’t 
mention the Christian workers’ names for fear of persecution: 
 

So far this year, our team has baptized four Somalis into 
Christ.  The baptisms took place secretly in Kenya.  One 
person traveled from Somalia to be baptized. 
 

This past Saturday, four Boranas were also baptized into Christ.   
They have been discipled by the Borana minister we support.  
That is the good news.  The bad news is that the minister is quite 
sick.  He has always been slim, but now he is dangerously thin.  
He has digestive problems.  I want to take him to our doctor.  
I’m not sure how much the doctor bills, laboratory tests, and 
medicines will cost us, but we need to begin his medical 
treatment soon. 
 

We are planning to purchase podcast equipment for my wife’s 
father to begin recording short messages.  He is 93 years old.  He 
continues to be held in the highest regard among many Somali 
believers worldwide.  We want to preserve his teachings for 
generations and make them available on the Internet.  My wife 
and I will make the seven-hour trip to where he lives, set up the 
studio, and teach him – and an assistant – how to use the 
equipment.  His assistant is a very poor but capable Somali 
believer who serves others without asking for help in return.  We 
will need to help the assistant financially so he can feed his 
family. 
 
Here is a note from a Christian worker in China: 
Xi Jinping: The president of China, Xi Jinping, has been in 
power for a decade.  According to rumors, his ambition is to 
extend his presidency for another decade.  He needs to be 
confirmed during the National Conference of Delegations, which 
will take place in August of 2022.  He knows that potential 
rivals may stir up some political conflicts to prevent him from 
attaining his ambition (such as claiming that his anti-COVID 
policies devastate China’s economy).  The argument would be 
that if Xi’s anti-COVID policies are bankrupting cities like 
Beijing and Shanghai, he would be incapable of leading China to 
a better future: and his entire presidency would be questioned.  
To ensure that Xi maintains a tight grip over the Communist 
Party, the military, and all Chinese citizens, he is willing to put 
everyone under “house arrest” until the delegations confirm him. 
 

Whether Xi will set everyone free after he gets reelected is still a 
question.  Until then, we can only pray that the virus will quickly 
be purged from all nations and that the world can return to its 
normal state. 
 

I ask all of you to pray that China will have a ruler like the one 
described in 1 Peter 2:13-14: “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s 
sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in 
authority or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of 
evildoers and the praise of those who do right. 

 

Good news from Journey Christian Church in Fairbanks, 
Alaska (Derek Dickinson from Journey will be our September 
4th Mission Sunday speaker) 
 

Dear Friends of Journey, 
  

 Greetings from Fairbanks.  We hope you are doing well.  

Things continue to progress well here.  We had an extremely busy 

Holy Week.  First, we let our local Home School organization use 

most of our building for three days for testing.  Over a hundred 

children came and did their scholastic testing here.  It was a good 

connection with many families in our community.  We have 

always tried to offer our building as a blessing to our community.  

It can be challenging at times, but it helps strengthen our bonds 

with this community.  On Good Friday, we celebrated a Messianic 

Passover Seder with two other churches.  Journey hosted it in our 

building.  The presenter was a Messianic Rabbi/Paster who did a 

fantastic job tying the Passover symbols to Jesus Christ.  We had 

250 attend (it sold out)!  The group included many teens and 

children.  While I can’t speak for them, I found the Seder 

meaningful and learned several things I had never heard before.  It 

is rare in ministry that something exceeds my expectation (I’m a 

perfectionist), but this even did. 
 

 Resurrection Sunday was incredible.  We added an early 

morning worship service at 8 a.m.  I had no idea how that would 

go, but we had 138 attendees.  This was a huge blessing.  This 

allowed us to have room for many visitors both in our parking lot 

and our sanctuary.  Between the two services, we had 412 people!  

And then, most importantly, we had 5 baptisms!  One was a man 

who decided to follow Christ because of the efforts of our team 

that goes into the local halfway house every Wednesday evening.  

Another was a man with a pretty painful story; his preteen 

daughter was also baptized.  He asked me to read a Scripture at 

his baptism that conveyed hope to him.  Job 14:7 “At least there is 

hope for a tree: If it is cut down, it will sprout again, and its new 

shoots will not fail.” 
 

 I write articles for the Fairbanks newspaper twice a month.  

This month they published an extra one I wrote for Resurrection 

Sunday.  I have offered that before, but they have never used it.  I 

am amazed that a liberal newspaper lets me write about faith 

regularly.  Pray this door stays open. 
  


