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Few things affect us as much as being overlooked. We know what it feels like to 
watch someone else get the opportunity, recognition, invitation, or blessing we 
hoped would come our way. And when that happens, it can be easy to wonder: 
What is wrong with me? Why wasn't I chosen? Does anyone even see me? 

Jesus' parable of the workers in the vineyard speaks directly into those questions. 
Some workers were chosen early in the morning, while others waited nearly the 
entire day. Yet the landowner kept returning to the marketplace, looking for those 
who were still standing there. And when the day ended, his generosity challenged 
everyone's understanding of what was fair. 

This parable reminds us that God's kingdom doesn't run on our scorecards. God 
sees those whom others overlook. He welcomes those who arrive late. He gives 
generously because generosity is part of His character—not because we have 
somehow earned more than someone else. 

This week, we will consider what it means to be seen by God, comforted in 
rejection, secure in our identity, freed from comparison, and finally transformed into 
people who extend God's generosity to others. Grace is difficult to measure 
because grace was never meant to be measured. It was meant to be received—
and shared. 



Monday, September 21	 	 	 	 	 	 Matthew 20:6-7 

God Sees the Overlooked 

“Why do you stand here idle all day?” — Matthew 20:6, ESV 

There is a difference between being unwilling to work and simply never being 
given the opportunity. The workers still standing in the marketplace near the 
end of the day weren't necessarily lazy. They were available. They were 
willing. But hour after hour, others had been chosen while they remained 
behind. Their answer to the landowner is painfully simple: “Because no one 
has hired us.” 

Anyone who has ever been passed over can understand something of that 
feeling. Maybe someone else received the promotion, made the team, got 
the invitation, or was recognized while your contribution went unnoticed. 
After enough disappointment, being overlooked can begin to feel like a 
verdict on your worth. 

But the landowner returns to the marketplace and sees the people who are 
still there. That detail matters. Before this parable challenges our 
understanding of fairness, it gives us a beautiful picture of a God who notices 
people others have passed by. 

God sees the hours no one else sees—the prayers, effort, patience, 
disappointment, faithfulness, and courage it takes simply to keep showing 
up. Being overlooked by people does not mean you have been overlooked 
by God. Your value has never depended upon being chosen by everyone 
else. You are already seen by the Father. 

Reflect: Where have you felt overlooked lately, and what might change if you 
remembered that God's view of your worth is not determined by whether 
someone else chooses or recognizes you? 

Prayer: 
Father, when I feel unseen or overlooked, remind me that You see me 
completely. Give me the courage to remain faithful even when recognition 
doesn't come. Amen. 



Tuesday, September 22	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Psalm 34:18 

God Draws Near 

“The LORD is near to the brokenhearted.” — Psalm 34:18, ESV 

Rejection rarely stays on the surface. When we are repeatedly overlooked, 
the experience can begin shaping the story we tell ourselves: Maybe I'm not 
good enough. Maybe I'm not wanted. Maybe I don't matter. 

Imagine the workers waiting in that marketplace as the hours passed. Each 
time someone else was chosen, they remained behind. By late afternoon, 
they may have wondered whether anyone would choose them at all. They 
also faced the possibility of returning home without what their families 
needed. 

Psalm 34 speaks directly into places like these. God does not stand at a 
distance from our disappointment. He draws near to the brokenhearted. 

We often respond to hurt by protecting ourselves. We withdraw. We become 
angry. We pretend we don't care. Or we work even harder to prove our 
worth. But God offers another way. He invites us to bring our disappointment 
honestly to Him. 

God's nearness isn't a reward for people who have managed to hold 
themselves together. It is a gift to people who know they need Him. You 
don't have to hide your hurt, minimize it, or pretend it doesn't matter. The 
God who sees you is also the God who draws near. 

Reflect: What hurt or disappointment have you been carrying that you need 
to stop hiding and honestly bring before God? 

Prayer: 
Lord, draw near to me in the places where I feel rejected, disappointed, or 
unseen. Help me trust Your presence more than the painful stories I tell 
myself. Amen. 



Wednesday, September 23		 	 	 	 	 Ephesians 1:4-5 
 

Chosen Before You Proved Yourself 

“In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ.” 
— Ephesians 1:4-5, ESV 

Something remarkable happens near the end of the workday. The landowner 
returns again. The workers who had spent nearly the entire day waiting are 
finally invited into the vineyard. They haven't suddenly become more 
impressive. They haven't accumulated a long record of work. The landowner 
simply chooses to bring them in. 

That picture points us toward something even greater in the gospel. Paul tells 
us in Ephesians that God chose us in Christ and brought us into His family 
through adoption. Our place with God isn't secured by proving that we are 
more deserving, more productive, or more faithful than someone else. It 
begins with God's love and His initiative. 

That truth matters because many of us live as though we are constantly 
auditioning for our place—with other people and sometimes even with God. 
We work harder, accomplish more, serve more, and try to prove that we 
deserve to belong. Grace tells us something different: You don't serve so that 
God will choose you. You serve because in Christ, you already belong to 
Him. 

When your identity is rooted in God's love rather than your performance, 
service changes. You can work faithfully without needing applause. You can 
celebrate someone else's success without feeling threatened. And you can 
fail without believing you've lost your place in God's family. 

Reflect: Where are you trying hardest to prove your worth, and how would 
that area of your life change if you truly believed your identity was already 
secure in Christ? 

Prayer: 
Father, thank You for choosing me and welcoming me into Your family 
through Christ. Help me live from the security of Your love rather than 
constantly trying to prove my worth. Amen. 



Thursday, September 24	 	 	 	 	 	 Matthew 20:10-12 

When Comparison Steals Our Joy 

“they thought they would receive more.” — Matthew 20:10, ESV 

The workers who had labored all day received exactly what the landowner 
had promised them. They had been given work, and they received their 
agreed-upon wage. Everything seemed fine—until they saw what someone 
else received. 

Suddenly, what had been enough no longer felt like enough. 

Comparison has a way of doing that. We can be genuinely grateful for our 
lives until we begin measuring them against someone else's. Their success 
can make ours feel smaller. Their opportunity can make ours feel inadequate. 
Their blessing can somehow make us feel cheated. 

The workers' frustration reveals something uncomfortable about grace: 
sometimes we are perfectly happy to receive generosity ourselves but 
struggle when God is equally generous—or seemingly more generous—to 
someone else. 

Jesus invites us to put away the scorecard. God's kingdom is not a 
competition in which someone else's blessing reduces what is available for 
us. His generosity is not a limited resource. 

When we stop keeping score, we become free to recognize God's goodness 
in our own lives and celebrate it in the lives of others. Gratitude says, “Thank 
You for what You have given me.” Grace allows us to add, “And thank You 
for what You have given them, too.” 

Reflect: Whose life are you most tempted to compare with your own, and 
how might gratitude change the way you view that person's blessings? 

Prayer: 
God, forgive me when comparison turns Your blessings into reasons for 
resentment. Give me a grateful heart that recognizes Your goodness in my 
life and genuinely celebrates Your goodness in others. Amen. 



Friday, September 25	 	 	 	 	 	 2 Corinthians 9:7-8 

Become the Generous One 

“God loves a cheerful giver.” — 2 Corinthians 9:7, ESV 

The parable begins with people waiting to be noticed. It ends by 
challenging those who have already received something to consider 
how they respond when generosity is extended to someone else. 

Pastor Chris's message invites us to take one more step: What if we 
became the people who notice those still waiting? 

People around us know what it feels like to be overlooked. They may be 
sitting alone, serving without recognition, struggling quietly, waiting for 
an opportunity, or simply hoping someone will notice that they are 
having a difficult time. 

Paul reminds us that generosity shouldn't be forced or reluctant. It flows 
from a heart that understands how generously God has already given to 
us. And generosity isn't limited to money. We can be generous with our 
time, attention, encouragement, hospitality, patience, forgiveness, and 
willingness to include someone who might otherwise remain on the 
outside. 

Grace changes the question from “How much do I deserve?” to “What 
have I been given that I can now share?” God's generosity toward us 
was never meant to stop with us. Having been seen, chosen, 
welcomed, forgiven, and loved by God, we are now free to look around 
for someone else who needs to experience that same kind of grace. 

Reflect: Who around you may be feeling overlooked right now, and 
what is one intentional act of generosity you could offer that person this 
week? 

Prayer: 
Generous God, thank You for the grace You continually give me. Open 
my eyes to people who feel unseen, and give me a joyful heart that 
shares Your love through generosity, kindness, and compassion. Amen. 



A Little Encouragement to Share 

If these devotional reflections have encouraged you, challenged you, or helped you 
see God’s Word in a new way, consider sharing this booklet with a friend, family 
member, neighbor, or someone who might need a little encouragement this week. 

Sometimes a simple word of faith can make a difference. 

Want to hear more? 
Watch the message that inspired this week’s devotional and 
continue the journey with us in worship. 

Scan the QR code or visit: 
https://stpeterchapin.com/connect/online-worship 

You’re Always Welcome at St. Peter 

We would love to have you worship with us. Whether you’ve been part of our 
church family for years or you’re simply looking for a place to worship, you are 

welcome here. 

Sunday Worship 
8:25 AM — Blended Worship 

10:30 AM — Traditional Worship 

Pastor Christopher Metze 
St. Peter Lutheran Church 

Chapin, South Carolina 

Come as you are. Come worship. Come grow with us. 
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