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Ed. Note: This begins a series of articles 
from Doug as he ends his tenure with 
Hebron. In 2021 in each issue he will 
share his motivations for ministry and 
lessons learned. 
 
On April 3, 1968, at Mason Temple in 
Memphis, Tennessee, Dr. Martin 
Luther King delivered the last speech 
of his life. It’s popularly named, “I’ve 
Been to the Mountaintop.” The speech 
primarily concerns the Memphis 
sanitation strike and the injustice those 
sanitation workers were facing. Near 
the end of the speech, King begins to 
refer to threats he  received against his 
life. It’s worth noting that, instead of 
focusing on himself, he used those 
threats to focus his hearers on 
something far greater. He focused 
them on the Lord and His call on their 
lives to advance the common good. 
Read how he ends it: 
 
“Well, I don't know what will happen 
now; we've got some difficult days 
ahead. But it really doesn't matter with 
me now, because I've been to the 
mountaintop.  And I don't mind. Like 
anybody, I would like to live a long 
life—longevity has its place. But I'm not 
concerned about that now. I just want 
to do God's will. And He's allowed me 
to go up to the mountain. And I've 
looked over, and I've seen the Promised 
Land. I may not get there with you. But 
I want you to know tonight, that we, as 
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a people, will get to the Promised 
Land. And so I'm happy tonight; I'm 
not worried about anything; I'm not 
fearing any man. Mine eyes have seen 
the glory of the coming of the Lord.” 
The next day he was shot dead. 
 
What a contrast to the so-called 
movement leaders of our day, on all 
points of the political spectrum, who 
make it all about themselves.  
 
When I came to Hebron 31 years ago, 
it was with a simple primary goal - to 
work my way out of a job. I sought to 
take the words of Paul in Ephesians 
4:11-13 seriously: 
 
“And he gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, 
the shepherds and teachers, to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ, until 
we all attain to the unity of the faith 
and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to mature manhood…” 
 
In the first months we began the 
“Tuesday Night Bible Study” in the 
book of I John. At first it was at Nellie 
Hayes’ home in Blackridge until the 
police came and shut us down 
because of all the cars. When we 
moved to the church parlor there 
were more than 60 people coming, all 
sitting in a circle with someone 
reading one verse at a time and me 

saying, “So what do you make of 
that?” It was the start of getting to 
know each other and growing by 
hearing what the Lord was saying 
through each of us. Some used to 
joke that good progress on an 
evening was making it through 3 
verses.  
 
Then, we asked Chuck Rosemeyer to 
come and lead all of the church 
officers and Sunday school teachers 
through a two-day story-boarding 
exercise to determine what we 
wanted to do to move forward.  After 
8 hours of work, we generated a list 
of over 500 items that were then 
assigned to various groups within the 
church. By the end of 1992 we had 
accomplished more than 75%; and 
people began saying with delight, 
“Wow! Things are really happening!”  
 
After that staff and leadership vision 
retreats became a regular part of 
moving Hebron forward. Every year 
we would measure our ministry 
progress against our 5-year vision, a 
vision that everyone participated in 
prayerfully creating.  
 
I had never planned on staying at 
Hebron for 31 years, but the vision 
God put before us kept expanding. 
And the principle reason is because it 
was “we” and not “me”. 
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In the Beginning...Jesus!                                                                  by Jerry Zeilstra 

“The B I B L E. Yes, that’s the book for me. I stand alone on 

the Word of God - the B I B L E.” Those are the words of a 

song I learned as a little kid in Sunday School and Vacation 

Bible School. Another phrase I learned is from the song, 

“Yes, Jesus Loves Me”. Why do I believe that? “Because 

the Bible tells me so.” As we grow older sometimes that 

answer doesn't seem good enough - just like when Mom 

and Dad used to say, “Because I said so.”  

The Word of God is powerful. It’s full of nourishment. It 

keeps us grounded in all of God’s ways. It teaches us how 

He interacts with us, who Jesus is, and what He has done 

for us. As we learn and study the Scripture, we see why 

the Bible is like no other book ever written. That’s why we 

need to study it our whole life. 

The more you see Jesus throughout the whole Scripture, 

the greater your love and intimacy will be with Him. The 

greater your love and intimacy with Jesus, the more you 

will experience His hope, love, joy, and peace. The more 

you study Scripture, the more you will see its power and 

the need for it in your life.  

So, don’t miss the exciting opportunity to attend the six-

week mini-talks planned for the Lenten Season, “In the 

Beginning...Jesus!”. The talks will be given by Henry and 

Doug with discussion groups to follow. After we have 

spent these six 75-minute sessions together you will have 

a better understanding of the parallel between the Book 

of Genesis and Holy Week.  

The six studies are as follows. Henry will be leading the first 

three studies, Doug the last three. 

2/14 - “To Dwell with God” (Gen. 1-2) 

2/21 - “The Gospel Comes Forth” (Gen. 3) 

2/28 - “God Will Provide” (Gen. 22) 

3/7 - “An Altar at Bethel” (Gen. 35:1-15; Mt. 21:12-17) 

3/14 - “A Fresh Look at Our Joseph” (Gen. 45; Lk. 23:6-12 

3/21 - “Seeing As God Sees” (Gen. 50:15-21; Lk. 22:39-46) 

Each session will start at 7:00 pm in the Barclay Building. 

There will be a short talk on the passage, followed by 

discussion groups and a short wrap-up to finish out the 

night. Each session is stand-alone. Even if you miss one or 

two, don’t miss the others.  

If you are unable to attend in person, a livestream of the 

talk with accompanying discussion groups will be available. 

You need to sign up to join the discussion groups, if you plan 

to connect via livestream. To sign up: 

 Call the church office - 412-371-2307 

 Email - jzeil1422@aol.com 

 Text - 412-512-6576 

Pre-registration for attendance at the Barclay Building is not 

needed. 
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What Devotional Do You Use?                                                            By Doug Rehberg 

“What devotional do you use?” It’s a question that’s often 

asked. There are many fine ones, but my enduring favorite 

is Morning and Evening by Charles Spurgeon. 

The truth is that I could recommend nearly every Morning 

and Evening passage to you. But as we begin this new year, 

here’s one that I am compelled to bring to your attention. 

It’s Spurgeon’s comment on the profound question asked 

by the Pharisees in Matthew 22:42, “What do you think 

about the Christ?”  Spurgeon says: 

The great test of your soul's health is, What think 

you about the Christ? Is He "the most excellent of 

men" to you --"the chief among ten thousand"-- the 

"altogether lovely"? Wherever Christ is thus 

esteemed, all the faculties of the spiritual man 

exercise themselves with energy. I will judge your 

piety by this barometer: does Christ stand high or 

low with you? If you have thought little of Christ, if 

you have been content to live without His presence, 

if you have cared little for His honor, if you have 

been neglectful of His laws, then I know that your 

soul is sick--God grant that it may not be sick to 

death! But if the first thought of your spirit has been, 

When I have free time I often find myself watching a video 

of some sort on YouTube. I know that many of our 

students are the same way. As a matter of fact, many 

young people use the platform the same way they would 

use Google. When they have a problem or question many 

(including me) will sometimes type it into the YouTube 

search bar. With this frequent use in mind I have decided 

to start making videos on YouTube! 

The videos will be a breezy walk through some interesting 

scriptures and questions the Christian life presents. For 

example, the first one will look at a point in the Exodus 

story where God was about to kill Moses. This passage is 

not a particularly well known scene in the story and 

certainly not going to be on any inspirational wall décor, 

but is fascinating to me nonetheless. Each video will 

introduce a new scripture or question and then take time 

to explore it. In order to interact with these different 

questions, I will also add Bible reading and interpreting 

tips throughout with the hope that anyone watching will 

be able to read the Bible better having watched. 

“How can I honor Jesus?” If the daily desire of your 

soul has been, "If only I knew where to find Him!" I 

tell you that you may have a thousand infirmities, and 

even scarcely know whether you are a child of God at 

all, and yet I am persuaded, beyond a doubt, that you 

are safe, since Jesus is great in your esteem. I don’t 

care about your rags, what do you think about His 

royal apparel? I don’t care about your wounds, 

though they bleed in torrents, what do you think 

about His wounds? Are they like glittering rubies in 

your estimation? I think no less of you, even though 

you lie like Lazarus on the manure pile, and the dogs 

lick you --I don’t judge you by your poverty: what do 

you think about the King in His beauty? Has He a 

glorious high throne in your heart? Would you set 

Him higher if you could? Would you be willing to die if 

you could but add another trumpet to the strain 

which proclaims His praise? Ah! then it is well with 

you. Whatever you may think of yourself, if Christ be 

great to you, you shall be with Him before long.  

“What shall we pray for this year?” For health? For wealth? 

For a new this or that? How about a greater appreciation for 

Jesus - all He is and all He’s done! 

The videos will topically follow what we will be doing in 

Bible study on Sunday mornings. Most of the time the 

study and video will look at similar passages from 

different angles as to not be redundant. The videos and 

study are following a three-year Bible reading plan, 

meaning if you engage either with regularity you will 

have some knowledge of most of the Bible!  

While I am making these with kids and teenagers in mind 
(that is, I mildly embarrass myself in them), I invite 
anyone who is interested to check them out! I will put 
each one on the Hebron website under the Youth tab. If 
you have any questions feel free to reach out to me at 
derickk@hebrononline.org. My hope for those who 
engage with these is that they will get a curiosity for the 
scriptures that leads them to know and glorify God! 

Hebron Students on YouTube                                                             By Derick Kelly 

mailto:derickk@hebrononline.org
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Children’s Ministry                                                                                 by Ellen Dillard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It's cold and snowy outside, but Hebron's Summer Extreme VBS Team is already busy planning for the summer.  This Very 
Special Week is about pressing the pause button on all the noise going on in the life of a child.  It's about blocking out the 
mixed messages that they receive when it comes to their identity, belonging and purpose. And it's about pressing play on 
the message of God's Truth.  

Something remarkable can happen when a child begins to see themselves the way God sees them. Through Jesus, we 
want kidz to understand that they are known; that they belong; and they are forgiven.   

Please join us in prayer as we seek God's direction for this amazing week and for the kidz who will come and the adults 
and teens who will serve.  Let us know how you will serve Him at VBS this summer!   

Keep up to date @ https://hebrononline.org/kidz/events 

https://hebrononline.org/kidz/events
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Children’s Ministry, cont. 

 
Due to C O VID res trictions , we are not able to host our annual E as ter E ggs travaganza; However, we have found a fun, 
creative way to bring kidz and parents /guardians /grandparents  together for a F amily E xperience.   

C heck out the details  below! 

Hebron Kidz - Cake Off - Family Experience 

Grab your aprons and chef hats, this event is designed for preschool and elementary families. 
Our team will provide each family 2 cake layers and icing; families provide anything else to 
decorate their cake. Our cake decorating theme: Easter/Spring. Compete against other families 
to see who comes out on top with the best decorated cake! We can't wait to get decorating with 
you and your family in this physically distanced event taking place at Hebron's Barclay Building, 
March 27 from 10-11:30am. Masks and social distancing will happen at this event.   

This event is also open to families who aren't ready to come to church!  

Registration opens Thursday, February 11th for Onsite and Online.  Please note: Onsite 
registration is limited to 15 families.    

To Our Advent Devotional Authors!! 
 
Advent and Christmas have "passed" and the New Year has begun. As we reflected on December we wanted to 
send a heartfelt thank you to all those who contributed to the Advent devotional. It was such an encouragement 
as we walked through the Hope, Peace, Love and Joy of Advent that so many of you wrote about. Thank you for 
your inspiring, challenging, uplifting and comforting words that you shared with all of the congregation. Hearing 
the thoughts, stories and scriptures expounded upon gave each of us time to pause and think about the true 
meaning of Christ in our lives... at Christmas and beyond. We are very grateful for you sharing your gifts with all of 
us and wanted you to know!  
 
Gratefully, The Discipleship Team 
Katrina D., Rich L. , Doug K., Jerry Z., Henry K., Mike R. and Margie K.            
  

***** 
 
Thank you Hebron members for all the thoughts, prayers, and cards for my recent surgery. The prayers worked 
and I got a good report today. Such a relief! Thank you all. Suzie Connor 
 
The Zimmer family would like to thank our church family for your prayers for Gary. He is home and on the mend! 
You are a blessing to us.     
 
Thank you for all the beautiful Christmas cards.  They really put me in the Christmas Spirit.” Cindy Pinyot                                                                                     
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Beloved Hebron sister, 

The year is NEW! God made a way for us through 2020 and 
into 2021. These first couple of weeks in, maybe you have 
found yourself asking the following or similar questions: 

Why do I still feel a heaviness of heart?  

Why am I already burnt out?  

When? How? Why? 

Sister, it is imperative that we fix our eyes upon Christ, and 
first hear of HIS heart for us, which helps us respond to 
these questions with His peace. Jesus says: 

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, 
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls.” Matthew 11:28-29  

Yes, we have a fresh, clean slate in the form of a new 
calendar or fancy planner. However, the world (with all 
pain, suffering, and heartbreak in it) is still just as fallen, 
and the people of it are still just as broken. Work exhausts 
us. Burdens tire us. Trouble worries us.  

Jesus tells us clearly in a single verse that HIS heart is 
gently, lowly, and for us. Our Savior is meek. Humble. 
Tender. Accessible. Welcoming. Understanding. Willing. He 
gives us rest from the toils and labor of the worldly life we 
face with each new year. His mercies are new every 
morning. Every hour we need Him. Let us give thanks for 
the grace upon grace he doses us to the minute. Only He 
knows our hearts and what we need going into this new 
year. 

“One thing to get straight right from the start is that when 
the Bible speaks of the heart, whether Old Testament or 
New, it is not speaking of our emotional life only but of the 
central animating center of all we do. It is what gets us out 
of bed in the morning and what we daydream about as we 
drift off to sleep. It is our motivation headquarters. The 
heart, in biblical terms, is not part of who we are but the 
center of who we are. Our heart is what defines and 
directs us. That is why Solomon tells us to “keep the heart 
with all vigilance for from it flows the springs of 
life” (Proverbs 4:23). The heart is a matter of life. It is what 
makes us the human being each of us is. The heart drives 
all we do. It is who we are.” (Gentle and Lowly: The Heart 
of Christ for Sinners and Sufferers, by Dane Ortlund) 

Let us lean into our Redeemer’s gentle and lowly heart as 
we prepare for our time together this February. In 
humility, we lay down our own preferences and desires 
and comforts and traditions as we orient our minds, 

desires, and wills toward Christ. We ask the Lord for His 
glory to be shown in, through, and to Hebron’s women, 
family, friends, and neighbors during our virtual time 
together in February.  

Spend time with Hebron women during the upcoming live 
virtual gathering the morning of February 13th! Hear the 
Biblical encouragement God has for our hearts from 
speaker Cindy Guthrie, reflect in small groups, prepare a 
Bible to give away, and creatively follow an interactive 
cookie decorating lesson.  

Our prayer is that after our time together we will be 
encouraged and equipped to share the Gospel with our 
neighbors and friends who may not have a relationship 
with the Lord; through our love (intentionality, prayer, and 
homemade cookies) and His Word (a Biblical message of 
hope, and even a Bible if they don’t have one). 

 We can hardly wait to see, hear, and be with our Hebron 
sisters while sharing in the presence of our Heavenly 
Father! We will be praying for your presence and praising 
the Lord for all His provision while making a way for us to 
gather together. 

With love and hearts for Him,  
Hebron Women’s Ministry Leadership Team 

New Year, New Heart - Hearts for Him                                           by Gab Hershman 

Please register by Wed, Feb 3rd , online (via Sign-Up Genius 
link on Hebron Website) or by calling the church office (412-
371-2307). 

Any questions or concerns please call Jen Balkey @ 

412.551.4688 or email JLBalkey@gmail.com 

mailto:JLBalkey@gmail.com
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Young Lives                                    by Cindy Jackson, YoungLives East, Committee Chair 

What difference does YoungLives make in the life of a 
teen mom? Let me tell you… 
 
Jasmine (not her real name) has come a long way since 
she first started with YoungLives, over 2 years ago. I 
remember praying for her each month in our Committee 
meetings and in separate prayer meetings as well, as she 
struggled with many issues related to her baby's father, 
the murder of a friend, conflicts over her baby's safety, 
and personal stress and discouragement. We've rejoiced 
in her accomplishments as well -- graduation from high 
school, studying to be a bank teller, finding work, 
enrolling in community college, even starting her own 
business! We were all so happy that she was able to go to 
camp last year. But the most encouraging news I've heard 
in a long while is that she is now attending an online Bible 
study for single moms, led by her YoungLives mentor. 
 
It's true that teen moms face a long list of disadvantages 
and struggles: immaturity, lack of education, isolation, 
poverty, dysfunctional relationships, poor mental and 
physical health, to name just a few. But their greatest 
problem is their need for Christ. When a young mom gets 
to know a YoungLives mentor, she doesn't just get 
encouragement and a good counselor... she gets a friend 
who will show her how the love of God can truly change 
her life, if she will open her heart to Jesus. 

With the beginning of 2021, we 
welcome Skylor Massie as our 
new Area Coordinator. Skylor has 
27 years of experience as a 
counselor, teacher, and advocate 
for children, youth, and families. 
She has taught and mentored 
more than 200 youth over 17 
years, and has successfully 
developed a tested curriculum for 
helping children grow in self-
esteem and moral development. 
She is well-acquainted with the 
East Hills neighborhoods of 
Pittsburgh, because most of her 
work has been focused there. 
 
Skylor told me, “My hope is that God will use me this year 
to connect young mothers with His son Jesus in innovative 
and creative ways ... I have great expectations for God to 
draw people hungry for God and compelled to walk along
[side me in] the vision of YoungLives, excited to [support] 
the vision through prayer, mentoring and with their 
finances. I’m expecting a mighty move of God!!” 
      
Thank you for helping us reach out to teen moms. Please 
keep Skylor, our volunteers, and our teen moms in prayer.  
                                                                                                    

Our Missionaries in Southeast Asia Write: 
 
We are utterly convinced that God's work of making 
Christ known among us is through the countless faithful 
believers who in obedience and love have had a 
part.  What a blessing to watch this take place over the 
years.  We can never thank all who have participated 
enough, including the many we do not even know. 
 
PRAISE AND PRAYER 

 A Christian local medical team volunteered their 
week-end to come to serve the our village, giving free 
dental and medical care.  

 Local village believers continue to take responsibility 
to teach both adults and children, traveling up Saturday 
afternoon and returning Sunday afternoon 

 The conference will go ahead as planned, Lord 
willing, December 20-22.  

Ethnos 360  

 Our country continues to successfully prevent any in-
country spreading of Covid.  
 
God graciously spared the life of one our coworkers', sons-
in-law.  He was in mountains alone after dark hunting 
when a dead tree broke and fell on his head.  He was 
knocked unconscious, and his head was split open.  He 
reported God sent two angels who helped him to get 
up.  The brightness of the angels allowed him to walk to 
his motorbike a ways off and get to his village and to the 
hospital.  Please pray that he may be drawn closer to Jesus 
through this experience. 
 
So we come to our Lord Jesus, the Giver of Life, knowing 
He has made us sons of the Father who is caring for 
us.  We come to the Jesus the Light, who makes our path 
clear as we navigate in a dark world.  And we find rest! 
 
With love, 

Skylor Massie 
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Hebron  

Church 

10460 Frankstown Road 
Pittsburgh, PA  15235 

If you are unable to be with us in person, Livestream is the next best thing. You can view the worship service as it happens 
LIVE on your computer or mobile device with just a few simple steps.  
 
 Log onto hebrononline.org/worship/livestream 
 Click the link to go to our YouTube page 
 Approximately 5 minutes before the service starts, 9:25 am, the live stream video will appear on the YouTube page. 
 
Can’t watch at 9:30? A recorded version of the service will be posted on our website by Monday afternoon.  


