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Ed. Note: As Doug looks toward 

retirement at the end of this year, he 

shares this fifth in a series of “lessons 

learned” from his ministry at Hebron. 

  

I remember speaking to a man years 

ago who would identify as my friend. 

He was a guy who had repeatedly told 

me of his gratitude for all the things I 

had done for him. (The truth is, I never 

thought I had done much for him at 

all.)  

  

One day I pointed out to him in a most 

gentle and delicate way that he should 

consider altering from time-to-time the 

way he went about his job. After all, I 

said, that’s how growth occurs. His 

response was swift. It appeared almost 

flippant. He reared back on his chair 

and said, “I’m not going to change, 

brother. That’s the way I do things.”  

  

And though that interchange 

happened many years ago, I’ve never 

forgotten it. In fact, his reaction is 

seared into my brain as exactly the 

opposite of what I want to do and who 

I want to be. Indeed, the very 

definition of discipleship is the 

willingness to be on the lookout for 

opportunities to change. After more 

than four full decades of professional 

work and ordained ministry, I am 

Connecting for Change                                                                          by Doug Rehberg 

convinced that such a willingness is 

indispensable in life, leadership, and 

loving Christ. 

 
In his book, The Tipping Point, 

Malcolm Gladwell speaks of 

“connectors” as those handful of 

people with a truly extraordinary 

knack of making friends and 

acquaintances. Gladwell says: 

  

“They are able to span many different 

worlds, subcultures, and niches and 

then connect people with others to 

solve problems, give needed 

assistance, and enhance life. Someone 

has said, ‘There’s something magical 

about meeting or knowing a 

connector. Those unique people 

always seem to want to help, know 

how to help or find someone who can 

help, and put you in touch with them. 

More often than not, they are the 

ones who make you feel at ease 

almost immediately. They seem to 

understand situations even before you 

describe them and ooze warmth, 

energy, and genuine interest in 

everything.’”  

  

It’s been my privilege to know several 

connectors throughout my life and 

ministry and I’ve learned a lot from 

them. 

There’s a powerful passage in the Book 

of Acts that speaks of the power of a 

connector and openness to change. It’s 

found in chapter 8 where the Holy 

Spirit directs Philip to go down to the 

Gaza Road and meet an Ethiopian who 

is traveling back home from a stint in 

Jerusalem. The Ethiopian’s reading 

from a scroll of the prophet Isaiah 

when Philip asks, “Do you understand 

what you are reading?” The man 

replies immediately, “How can I unless 

someone guides me?” The word he 

uses for “guide” is often mistranslated 

“explain.” (The word is hodegete not 

exegete, though many translate it as if 

the text says exegete.)  
 
And the reason that it’s mistranslated 

in the NIV and other well-known texts 

is because of the bias of the 

translators. They think the only way a 

person apprehends the truth of the 

Gospel, or any other spiritual truth, is 

through a didactic teacher-student 

relationship. But that’s absolutely not 

true. Indeed, in Acts 8 the way this 

man comes to saving faith in Jesus is by 

being connected to a connector who 

meets him where he is and answers 

the questions he’s asking. In other 

words, the truth is caught by the 

Ethiopian more than it is taught. 

So much of what has happened at 
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Connecting for Change, cont. 

Hebron throughout my ministry among you has been 

caught rather than taught. Many of the things I have 

caught from others I have passed on to you in much the 

same manner as I have caught them.  

  

You may know the names of certain connectors I’ve 

known, but it’s not who they are that’s important. What’s 

important is what you have gained from Christ through 

them and their influence in my life. Charles Wesley said it 

this way, “God buries the workman but goes on with the 

work.” The only way he could say that, and mean it, is 

because he knew the way God’s work flourishes - by 

connecting people to one another for Jesus’ sake rather 

than their own. That's one of the beauties of a Christian 

connector, it’s never about him or her. It’s never about 

their own wants and needs. It’s always about getting 

others to Jesus and experiencing His lovingkindness 

toward them. 

  

My friend wasn’t open to my suggestion to change the 

way he went about his job, and that’s okay. However, 

when it comes to our faith, our understanding and 

(Continued from page 1) 

Save the Date for Doug 

Rehberg’s Retirement Party! 

At the end of this year, Doug 

Rehberg will retire as Pastor of 

Hebron Church. The Session has 

begun planning a party to 

recognize Doug and Barb for  

thirty-one years of faithful 

service.  

Although early in the planning 

process, the date has been confirmed with the Rehbergs. 

On Friday, December 17, we will hold a dinner in his honor 

at the Barclay Building. Due to size restrictions, it will be 

for adults only and will be by reservation only. Doug’s last 

day in the pulpit will be December 19, 2021. More details 

will be coming later.  

application of the Gospel, connecting with others and an 
openness to change is essential. I hope all of us are never 

too old to keep catching the truth of the Gospel, growing 

in it, and passing it on to others. 

For those old enough to remember… Billy Graham’s 
evangelistic call was often accompanied by the musical 
tones of the old song: “Just As I Am.” That hymn captures 
the essence of the Gospel of Grace: God saves us “just as 
we are,” not once we earn His pleasure, or satisfy some 
minimum requirement, but as we really and currently 
are—broken, sinful, ugly, ruined. Rather than moving 
toward God, He has come to us and embraced us, “just as 
we are.” 
 
If we lose that, if that truth does not permeate our entire 
life, we will distort God’s grace, and become nothing 
more than legalistic, rule-following, pharisaical, religious 
people (said with disgust in our voices). And that we do 
not want.  

What do we want? We want to see Jesus! We want to 
follow Christ!  
 
The beauty of the Gospel is that Jesus accepts us “just as 
we are,” but also that He loves us far too much to leave 
us “just as we are.” Having received salvation through 
grace alone (conversion), we then enter a journey of 
transformation through grace alone (sanctification). We 
do not remain as we are, but are taken by our Lord, 
shaped, molded, and fashioned into His very image (2 
Corinthians 3:18). “He who began a good work in you 
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ” (Philippians 1:6). He who saved you, remains 
powerfully at work in you, that you might be “to the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Look Thru the Scriptures   
2 Timothy: Guard the Good Deposit   

  
All are welcome to join Henry Knapp for an examination of the Apostle Paul’s second epistle to Timothy. We will examine 
questions like: Why does the church so often appear to “go off the rails?” What should be our focus, and why do we seem 
to veer away so easily? Why is it so very hard to describe exactly what the church is for?   
  
Widely recognized as the last letter Paul wrote before his beheading, 2 Timothy represents the final words Paul has to offer 
his young disciple, words that should shape Timothy’s own faith and his actions as a church leader. The intense emotion 
Paul feels is evident throughout this epistle.   
  
We will meet on four Sunday nights for teaching and discussion from 7:00 to 8:30 PM in the Church Parlor: 

July 11, July 18, July 25, and August 1.  

 

On the Source of Transformation, cont.               

praise of His glory!” (Ephesians 1:14). This is what 
discipleship is all about; this is following Jesus. 
 
Discipleship, then, is God’s work, it is grace in your life. It is 
not just knowing theology, it is not only practicing certain 
spiritual disciplines, it is not a matter of shaking off the old 
sinful patterns; discipleship is Grace. So, if it is all about the 
Lord’s work in our lives, how does He do it? 
 
Discipleship is the work of the Spirit through the power of 
the Word of God.  
 
This is to be the Church… this is to be OUR church, then: to 
be a body of believers where the work of the Spirit is 
transforming individuals through the power of the Word. 
We are a “discipleship factory,” where people come “just as 
they are” and experience change at the hands of the Spirit 
via the Bible. Exposing our children, our youth, our adults, 
and all those in the community to the presence of the Spirit 
(evident in and through our fellowship together), and 
creating avenues for the Scripture to be opened, read, and 
studied together—by these means, God-willing, our 
congregation will be changed, renewed, restored. 
 
Practically, what does this mean? This means that this 
church, Hebron Church, will always be seeking 
opportunities to experience the presence of the Spirit: 
gathering together, worshipping, serving, sharing. And 
exposure to the authority of the Bible: learning together, 

(Continued from page 2) teaching, maturing, centering our faith on God’s Word. 
There are many things which we will do—children’s 
ministry, Bible studies, fellowship groups, youth trips, 
sharing, eating, serving, loving—but they will hold one 
thing in common, a desire to magnify Christ through the 
work of the Spirit speaking through the Word. When we 
do these things, the Lord is with us, and we are made 
new. We will be transformed! 
 
When we are transformed by grace, we become the kind 
of people who know their Lord, who share their faith, 
who demonstrate compassion and kindness, who strive 
for holiness, who take captive every thought, who give of 
ourselves even when it hurts, and who live as Christ lived. 
Transforming grace is how all of life is redeemed—by the 
Spirit and the Word.  
 
To the praise of His Glory!  
Henry 
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Children’s Ministry                                                                                 by Ellen Dillard 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You are invited to our FIRST EVER 

Summer Extreme FAMILY VBS  
 
Join us this summer as we partner with families to lead 
kids into a growing relationship with Jesus by providing 
them with a safe, uninterrupted and fun Summer Extreme 
FAMILY VBS! 
 
We are so excited for families to Press Play and hear that 
through Jesus they are known, forgiven and can make a 
difference for Him! 
 
We have so much planned for our 3-day Summer Extreme 
and hope you’ll be there! Your neighbors and friends are 
invited, too! 
 

June 24 and 25, 6:00-8:00 PM  
and June 26, 9:30 am-1:00 PM 

Barclay Building  
We’ll be inside and outside (weather permitting) 

Cost: Free 
 

We are asking families to Pre-Register! 
 hebrononline.org/kidz/events 

 
Thank you for praying for Summer Extreme FAMILY VBS! 
Please pray for all of the details, relationships, and that 
God will soften hearts and transform lives.  

 
Summer Extreme FAMILY VBS Gather 

 
We are so excited to support the Hendrickson Mission by 
gathering white t-shirts and slides for elementary kids!  
Families are asked to bring their items each day – there 
will be a prize on Saturday for the family that brings the 
most t-shirts and slides!   
 
Get creative – ask neighbors, family and friends to donate, 
too!  

Mark Your Calendars 
 
Sunday, May 30 - K-5th Graders worship with families; nursery - preschool small groups gather 
Sunday, June 6 - Summer Sunday small groups gather for nursery - 5th Grade 
Thursday, June 10 - Ice Cream Social and Bonfire 
Sunday, July 18 - Pizza and Pool Party 
Saturday, August 21 - K/1st Grade Transition 
Sunday, August 29 - Bible Presentation Sunday for 4-year-olds and rising 2nd Graders 

 
 
 
 
 

Ice Cream Social and Bonfire 
 

Thursday, June 10 
Time: 6:30-8:00 PM 

Location: Dave & Melanie Mills’ Home 
             6025 Forbes Hollow Road, Export, PA 15632 

 
Kidz are invited to bring some school papers to burn! 

hebrononline.org/kidz/events
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Children’s Ministry, cont. 

Rising 6th Graders 
 
We had a great night celebrating our rising 6th graders (from left to right) -  Olivia Miller, Kaylee Bender, Shauna Rodgers. 
Lucas Balkey, and Leo Tristani. We thank God for His faithfulness and praise Him for how He will continue to move in their 
lives as they move into student ministry. Each student received a new ESV Action Bible.   
 

Thank you! Thank you!! For all of the amazing Small Group Leaders who have said “YES” to 
serving Jesus in Kidz Ministry! What you do matters and it matters more over time. Thank 
you for showing up early and weekly. Thank you for partnering with parents to help lead kidz 
into a growing relationship with Jesus. Thank you for showing Jesus’ love to kidz and building 
relationships with them. Thank you for introducing kidz to the family of God. Thank you for 
sharing Bible stories with kidz and continuously pointing them to Jesus. Thank you for 
helping them learn their memory verse each month and for being the hands and feet of 
Jesus each week in Kidz Ministry. 
 
Please pray for these very special Small Group Leaders and when you see them please be 
sure to say thank you! They love Jesus and kidz. 
 
 

 Kelly Hamilton  Charis Carroll  Cassidy Burkovich Mike Tomashewski 
 Lynn Glenn  Rachel Giampaolo Alethea Carroll  Rob Warner 
 Sarah Webb  Cindy Painter  Sydney Herrmann Eyoha Teshome  
 Abby Warner  Jen Stolarz  Lisa Gehring  Emma Bishop 
 Jayne Shorthouse Annie Westbrook Geoff Gehring  Mohammed Fofanah  
 Nancy Davis  Heather Fern  Angelina Guntrum Kadyn Ballew   
 Stephanie Henevich Langston McArthur Sandy Chastek 
    
Thank you also to people who have filled in when Small Group leaders needed to be away - Margie Krogh, Rosanne 
Patterson, Carol Riser, Gab Hershman, Dave Mills, and Melissa Webb. And thank you to Justin and Kadyn Ballew, Patrick 
Morrow, and Reed Tomashewski who led games at Kidz Club and Stephanie Henevich, Lorenda Porter, Stacey Salinas, Keith 
Balkey and  Steve Sanders who served at Kidz Club when help was needed!  Thank you to Jill Scott and Nicole Janvier – who 
are Small Group Leader Coaches – they prep curriculum for Small Group Leaders and make sure they have everything they 
need each week! And thank you to Jill for all of our technology support!   
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There are ‘pros’ & ‘cons’ to starting with a blank slate as 
well as picking up from where something has been left off. 
With one it is much easier, in theory, to create it exactly 
how you want it… but you are starting from nothing - so 
that can actually make it physically harder as well as take 
longer to come to fruition. Using something that is already 
there and tweaking it to fit you and your purposes may 
have faster results but you have to evaluate if what is 
there to begin with is worth using and re-working.  
 
It’s funny how we tend to think if we just leave things 
alone then they will be fine. If it ain’t broke - don’t fix it! 
Right? Hmmm… even if it’s not broken per se, it most 
likely still needs to be attended to so that it remains in 
good condition or working order. In terms of our faith, 
whether it needs to be completely overhauled, needs a 
tune up, or just needs to be maintained, it still requires 
intentionality and a relationship with the Master 
Gardener of our faith. 
 

“By this [abiding in Him] my Father is glorified, that you 
bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”  

John 15:8 
 

Women’s Ministry at Hebron seeks to encourage women 
to remain ANCHORED in their faith, always growing and 
glorifying God, and as a product of their faith to REACH 
OUT to those around them with the love of God and His 
Word. This takes intentionality. Being in the Word and 
being in relationship with one another - through 
educational opportunities, fellowship, and service. Our 
Women’s Ministry Leadership Team would like to help 

facilitate this growth in your 
life, right here - right now!!  
Mark your calendar and join 
us!! You are welcome to 
bring your co-workers, 
friends, and neighbors too! 
 
 Friday, June 18th- 

Barclay parking lot -  
6:30-8:00 PM- 
Cultivating Community - Dessert, Fellowship, and 
Games 

 
 Saturday, July 17th- Hebron Church - 9:00 AM-2:00 PM- 

The Loved Bible Project: Workshop (Sign Up required) 
 
 Wednesday, July 21st-  Penn Hills Universal Park, 

Schrott Pavilion: 6:30-8:00 PM Summer Sensation: 
Persevering Through The Heat -  Speaker, Dessert, & 
Fellowship 

 
 TBD - Fall In-House Retreat: A Harvest Worth Gathering 
 
With intention and planning we can live abundantly for 
Him! A flourishing garden that grows through the heat and 
yields a harvest that brings God Glory is what we have 
been made for. Let’s get to it. I hope to see you at one OR 
ALL      of our upcoming events this summer! I would even 
love to have you over to my garden - a work in progress - 
for a cup of tea!! Call or email me (412-551-4688/
JLBalkey@gmail.com) and we’ll get it on the calendar!! 

Planning It Out                                                                                              by Jen Balkey 

mailto:JLBalkey@gmail.com
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News and Notes from Your Missionaries and Mission Agencies   by John Sciullo 

THE BLESSING BOARD, RICH GARLAND DIRECTOR 
TBB continues to make plans to move to the new locations 
in July. The Vintage Market and offices will be located on 
Cedar Way in Oakmont behind the old Oakmont Bakery. The 
warehouse and showroom will be located at the former K-
Mart off Route 8 in Shaler Plaza. Opportunities to help with 
the move will be available. 
 
LOST AND FOUND PHARMACY AND SODA FOUNTAIN, 
SEAN & SHANNON PARSONS 
L & F  Pharmacy and Soda Fountain will be celebrating their 
5th Anniversary on June 5 with an all-day celebration 
featuring music, a Perry Como impersonator, antique cars, 
and rides for $5 in a cherry red Mustang with the revenue 
going to the Patient Care Fund. Recently, L & F began 
servicing the Bridges Hospice. Part of the ministry involves 
the delivery of pharmaceuticals to the residents. In addition 
to the medicine, the drivers deliver Bibles provided by 
Hebron. Through your generosity we have another example 
of how one becomes active in the mission field. 
 
HENDRICKSON MISSION, BARRETT & CARRIE HENDRICKSON 
The Hendricksons plan to be in Pittsburgh from August 9 to 
August 22. That will mark approximately one year since they 
left for the Bahamas. We will host a Meet and Greet at 
Hebron sometime during their visit. Planning with regards 
to the VBS Gather for the Hendrickson Mission continues 

(see the article on page 4). 
 
WOMEN’S CHOICE NETWORK, AMY SCHEURING 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

WCN is offering a free Volunteer Training Seminar in July 

equipping both men and women to empower women to 

choose life. The three-day seminar is July 7-9. 

Email partnerservices@womenschoicenetwork.com for 

full details and registration information. 

 

THE SCHMIDT FAMILY, DAN & COURTNEY SCHMIDT 

The Schmidts have returned to Kenya and Rift Valley 

Academy. They are grateful for your prayers of healing 

for Dan and for the spiritual and financial support they 

receive.  

 

P.R.I.S.M., BERNADETTE FISCHER 

Even though the pandemic has reduced the number of 

new students, those attending are enjoying activities 

such as hikes, a trip to Niagara Falls and another to 

Washington, D.C. These have led to the formation of a 

Discovery Bible study group. Bernadette’s role with 

P.R.I.S.M. continues to evolve as she prepares for the 

Garage Giveaway this summer. If you feel led to engage 

in one of the P.R.I.S.M. ministries visit the supporter 

website at www.pghcommission.org. 

Serving the Aging, the Disabled, and Those Who Care for 

Them in the Name of Jesus Christ 

 

The Bible has various themes such as the mountain, the 
garden, the sea, the river, the vineyard, and so forth. 
The river is one biblical motif that can be used to 
describe the mission of St. James Fellowship. Christ is 
the River of Living Water and the Fellowship offers this 
stream to people under our care. 
 
This might be in the isolation of a personal care or 
nursing facility. It might be in lonely conditions at home 
or in an apartment. It could be the wilderness of a 
dreaded disease, the desert of mediocre healthcare 
staff, or the sting of family and church that have 
forgotten them. It might be the arid condition of their 
souls from self-inflicted sins.  
 

St. James Fellowship                                                    by Rev. John Patterson 

St. James Fellowship understands the many 
circumstances that aging and disabled people live in and 
serves them with the Christian message. Here are some 
examples of people we serve: 
 

A man who came to follow Christ in his 70s under 
the ministry, after a stroke 

A pastor’s daughter in her late 60s who has had 
many strokes 

A gentleman in his late 80s moving more into 
Alzheimer’s disease  

An 84 year-old lady with cerebral palsy 
 

I’ve been blessed to be the director of the Fellowship for 
over a decade. My team and I have worked in over two 
dozen care facilities and served hundreds of people. The 
Lord has helped and guided us in doing His work. We are 
thankful for the opportunity to offer to people the 
waters of truth, faith, and the love of Christ. 

mailto:partnerservices@womenschoicenetwork.com
http://www.pghcommission.org
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Hebron  

Church 

10460 Frankstown Road 
Pittsburgh, PA  15235 

Don’t take a break from study and fellowship this 

summer! Many different study opportunities are 

available. 

There are studies specifically for men and women. For women there is a  

Tuesday morning study of the book, The Time of Jacob’s Trouble as well 

as a Tuesday evening study of Romans entitled “Cultivating Contentment 

and Combatting Complacency.” Men will meet on Tuesday mornings for 

a study of the book of Ecclesiastes with a light breakfast served. 

Co-ed studies include two on Sunday morning - “Serenity amidst Chaos” 

and the book of Proverbs, Sunday evening - Look thru the Scriptures: the 

book of 2 Timothy, and Wednesday evening - the book of Ephesians. 

There will also be two Men’s Breakfasts (June 19 and July 24) and The 

Loved Bible Project for women (July 17). 

A brochure with additional details can be found in the literature racks or 

on our website: hebrononline.org/publications. Mark your calendars 

with the dates and studies that work for you. 

Keep checking out the weekly enewsletter for updates on these and 

other summer activities. 

hebrononline.org/publications

