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I grew up in a home where feedback was 
generally non-existent. I suppose I’m not 
alone. My father used to say, “Self praise 
stinks!” If you were ever going to get a 
clear idea of what he thought of you or 
your accomplishments, it would come 
from a third party who would say, “You 
know, your dad was really impressed by 
this or that!” I remember, later in life, 
when he’d give me some positive 
feedback on a sibling or a grandchild, 
and I’d say, “Well, have you told them?” 
Thankfully in the last decade of his life he 
began to do that. What a joy and positive 
motivation it engendered in both the 
giver and receiver. 

 

A few weeks ago we received some 
unprecedented feedback from a Hebron 
neighbor I’ve never met. She wrote, “In 
this difficult time, I wanted to write to 
tell you how much your church means to 
me. I’ve never attended, and I’m not in 
the same denomination, but almost 
every day your church gives me 
encouragement. Most nights before I go 
to bed I look out my window, down in 
the valley, and I see your steeple all 
lighted and proclaiming hope in every 
struggle.” And in that sweet note, she 
enclosed a $50 donation. 

 

The word encouragement comes from 
two French words “en” and “coragier” 
meaning “to infuse with strength” or “to 
hearten”. One linguist observed, “When 
you encourage the tomato plants in your 
garden, you water them to promote 
their growth and health.” And the same 
is true for Christians.  
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Words of Encouragement                                                                                  By Doug Rehberg  

Think of Jesus showing up on the beach 
after the resurrection. We’ve been 
studying it together for the last month. 
One of the greatest takeaways from 
this encounter is the encouragement 
Jesus gives to Peter after his colossal 
failure. Jesus didn’t have to come to 
that beach. He didn’t have to say a 
word to Peter. His salvific work in Peter 
and the others had been accomplished. 
The Holy Spirit had been breathed into 
them. The Ascension was coming. The 
Day of Pentecost was coming when the 
power of the Holy Spirit would fall upon 
them, equipping them to build the 
church. Everything Peter apparently 
needs is his already. So why does Jesus 
show up? There’s only one reason - to 
encourage. He’s there to promote the 
health and growth of not just Peter, but 
yours. The Gospel is all about 
encouragement in the midst of struggle 
and failure. 

 

Nine years ago, Brennan Manning, one 
of my mentors, wrote his memoir. At 
the beginning of the book he sets out 
his purpose. He writes: 

 

“This book is by the one who thought 
he’d be farther along by now, but he’s 
not. It is by the inmate who promised 
the parole board he’d be good, but he 
wasn’t. It is by the dim-eyed who 
showed the path to others but kept 
losing his way. It is by the wet-brained 
who believed if a little wine is good for 
the stomach, then a lot is great. It is by 
the liar, tramp, and thief; otherwise 
known as the priest, speaker, and 

author. It is by the disciple whose 
cheese slid off his cracker so many 
times he said, “to hell with cheese ‘n 
crackers”. It is by the young at heart 
but old of bone who is led these days 
in a way he’d rather not go. But, this 
book is also for the gentle ones 
who’ve lived among wolves. It is for 
those who’ve broken free of collar to 
romp in fields of love and marriage 
and divorce. It is for those who 
mourn, who’ve been mourning most 
of their lives, yet they hang on to 
‘shall be comforted’. It is for those 
who’ve dreamed of entertaining 
angels, but found instead a few 
friends of great price. It is for the 
younger and elder prodigals who’ve 
come to their senses again, and 
again, and again, and again. It is for 
those who strain at pious piffle, 
because they’ve been swallowed by 
mercy itself. This book is for myself 
and those who have been around 
the block enough times that we dare 
whisper the ragamuffin’s rumor -  

 

ALL IS GRACE.” 

 

And there is no greater 
encouragement than that! 

 

As poet, Leonard Cohen, says so 
well: 

 

“Ring the bells that still can ring. 

Forget your perfect offering. 

There is a crack in everything.  

That’s how the light gets in.”  
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“Man plans, God laughs”? 

You may have heard that statement. You may have said it. 

Do you know its etymology? It’s actually from a Yiddish 

proverb “Men tracht und Gott lacht”. Supposedly it is based 

on Proverbs 16:9: “The heart of man plans his way, but the 

Lord establishes his steps.”   

Hebron had a plan for this spring and summer. It included: 

worship, teaching, ways to connect with each other and to 

build relationships, as well as opportunities to reach our 

community and the world with the love of Jesus Christ. 

Then the COVID-19 pandemic happened and those plans 

became inoperable. So, what now? Hebron’s staff and 

congregation were – scattered. 

It did not take long for us to step back and say, what is our 

Plan B? God is in control and He does not change – 

therefore, He has called us to do ministry, so how do we do 

it under these unprecedented circumstances? 

We prayed. We met virtually – via Zoom meetings – 

something many of us had never even heard of before and 

were loath to do. But we learned and we did it! We made 

plan B and C and D.  

First – worship continued to happen via the website. 

Barrett used the technology available to us to see that 

worship scattered was available on our website each week. 

Doug and Henry continued to preach through their series 

on the Book of John. Each week creative adjustments were 

made and many of you tune in each week to worship from 

your homes alone or as a family. 

Second – teaching opportunities were developed by our 

staff. Doug, Jerry, and Amy provide a new post each week 

on our website. Henry has taught a virtual Bible study and 

most recently a 10-minute series on daily devotions. Also, 

the Knapps and Slippys have posted a seminar for parents.  

Third – connecting with each other and building 

relationships. This is hard with social distancing, but not 

impossible! Our staff and leaders are making phone calls, 

Jerry is sending a weekly letter to those over 70, Zoom 

meetings and gatherings are happening. Student and 

children’s ministry have developed creative ways to stay 

in touch, provide teaching opportunities, and have fun 

virtual activities.   

Fourth – opportunities to reach our community. From 

working with The Blessing Board to deliver potatoes, to 

providing free potatoes to the community, to being a 

distribution site for free bag lunches on Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday – we have sought to be a beacon 

of Christ’s love to the community.  

Ministry continues to happen, due in large part to you and 

your faithful giving. The Lord has established our steps 

and we will continue to walk in the way He directs. Does 

He laugh? Perhaps with delight that His people continue 

to persevere, trusting Him regardless of our 

circumstances. We don’t know when we will be back to 

“normal”; but we do know that our God is – BIG, GOOD, 

and IN CONTROL. 

Man Plans... An Update on What’s Been Happening in Ministry 

On Fixing Our Eyes on Jesus                                                                by Henry Knapp 

It is a truism that in a crisis our true self is revealed. 
Adversity does not so much form our character as it does 
expose it. An impatient man will appear a saint if there is 
nothing to be impatient about. Any woman can seem kind 
and loving when surrounded by friends and family, but a 
true measure of her attitude is taken when she is exposed 
to the needy and annoying. It is at periods of stress that an 
angry heart will show itself for what it is. Difficult times 
reveal who we really are. 

If this is true anywhere, it is true of our faith. It is easy to 
sing to the Lord, to think kindly of Him, to celebrate our 
salvation when things are going smoothly. When life is 
cruising nicely along, all is well. It is easy to trust in Jesus 
when there is little temptation not to. But, what happens 
when things are chaotic? What happens when it all dries 
up? What happens when joy is a distant memory and our 
hopes and dreams collapse? A measure of our faith, our 
trust in Jesus, and our confidence in His promises is how 

(Continued on page 3) 
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On Fixing Our Eyes on Jesus, cont. 

God placed you here for this moment of history.  

Before the creation of the world, you were meant to be 
here, now – in quarantine – in 2020 (the year that feels like 
a decade). Actually, you weren’t meant for this time, this 
time was meant for you. You were placed here on earth at 
this moment by a loving, all-knowing Father God. So, 
here’s what I have been asking myself…why? 

The Westminster Confession states that our chief purpose 
is to glorify God, but what should that look like for each of 
us?  

Covid is not something that’s just happening to you. It’s an 
opportunity, not a punishment. Father God, who has made 
us all unique, knows us so intimately that He has 
numbered the hairs on our head. Every second of our lives 
has a purpose. I believe this time, even with its struggle 
and uncertainty, needs a YOU. God is offering us the 
opportunity to use this trial to reflect the gifts He has given 
us. They aren’t for our amusement. They are meant to 
serve others. Everyone has them, so no excuses. Whether 
you are at home or work, surrounded by homeschoolers 

24/7 or alone, young or old, God has you here and it’s your 
job to act. Teaching, writing, serving, praying, encouraging, 
singing… and on and on our gifts are many and tailor made.  

I pray we don’t let our gifts remain unused. Ask God to 
reveal a personal why for today, and then ask again 
tomorrow. Trust that we are necessary in His master plan. 
Be in awe that the Almighty loves us so much that He uses 
us in the tapestry of history He has woven. Be brave, be 
strong, be present… be looking for ways to embrace this 
time (even in quarantine) and use it to glorify God.  

It will be ok. 

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given to 
each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in 
accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is 
teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give 
encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to 
lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.”  
Romans 12:6-7 NIV 

we respond, when things aren’t  good. 

Many Christians today are struggling exactly with this—
what our faith teaches (that God is good, all the time!) is 
woefully absent in our thoughts, actions and attitudes. We 
have entered into an unprecedented time—a time filled 
with fear, anxiety, uncertainty, doubt, and dismay. There is 
no guarantee, no assurance that we or the ones we love 
won’t contract COVID-19. Our faith will not protect us from 
the devastation of this broken world. Our trust and 
dependence upon Jesus enables us to live with confidence 
that God is in control; that He is good, loving, and His glory 
reigns. 

But how do we appropriate this faith? How do we lean into 
it? 

The author of Hebrews calls us to “fix our eyes on 
Jesus” (Hebrews 12:2). The Apostle Paul says that we are to 
set our minds on things above (Colossians 3:2). Jesus warns 
us to be careful where our hearts are directed (Matthew 
6:21), and of what we hear (Mark 4:23). Imagine being 
turned toward the Lord at every minute of your day, 
constantly seeing everything through His lens, hearing His 
voice first and foremost, shaping your desires around His. 
Imagine being so focused on Him that everything else 

(Continued from page 2) makes sense only in His presence. Imagine orienting your 
life so completely around Him that your eyes, your ears, 
your mind, and your heart are given totally to Him. The 
crisis remains… but, our soul is quieted and our response is 
determined by Him. 

Now, what if that is not you? What if the current crisis has 
found you wanting. What if in the midst of difficulty you 
discover that you do not rely on Him as you know you 
should?  

The Scriptures are clear. They stand as solid 
encouragement to fix our eyes on Jesus; to set our minds 
on things above; to place our hearts in His hands. And, if 
we fail? “Repent and believe the good news!” Christ, your 
Savior, is there, with all the grace and mercy to forgive us, 
strengthen us, encourage us… to give us another 
opportunity to lean into Him. 

As COVID-19 roars, we answer back, as Micah did—“As for 
me, I will look to the LORD; I will wait for the God of my 
salvation; for my God will hear me!” (Micah 7:7). 

To God be the Glory! 

 

Women’s Ministry: Here, Now, You - Why?                                              By Meg Keim 
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Children’s Ministry                                                                                 By Ellen Dillard 

 

Kidz Summer VBS - July 19-23 
 
Join us for this epic week where Kidz will learn how to FOCUS on Jesus. We can’t see God with our 
eyes. But we can grow in our faith when we focus on who He is and what He’s done. When we take 
a closer look, we learn to trust in what we CAN’T see because of what we CAN see.  
 
This dynamic week is happening either on campus or through an amazing “At Home Summer 
Extreme”. Please pray as we seek God’s guidance for our Summer Extreme VBS! Please continue to 
check hebrononline.org/kidz/events for the latest information and plans or email Ellen at 
HebronKidz15235@gmail.com. 

Summer Sundays @ Hebron Kidz 
Preschool  
 
June and July are all about what we can spy with 
our little eyes. Get ready for I Spy! It’s a great 
theme that not only helps us see the things that 
help us believe Jesus, but it also goes along with 
our VBS theme, FOCUS. Get it? I Spy. It’s all 
about the eyes.  
 
Throughout the summer we are helping 
preschoolers see so they can believe in Jesus.  
 
Our Key Question this summer: “Who can 
believe in Jesus?”  
Our Bottom Line: “I can believe in Jesus.”  
 
For more about what we’ll be talking about in 
June go to: https://vimeo.com/400679487 

Summer Sundays @ Hebron Kidz 
Elementary 
 
Life Application: Faith is trusting in what you can’t 
see because of what you can see. 
 
God has always been involved in the world He 
created. We see His handiwork on display in 
creation. We see God’s love on display through 
Jesus, who came to rescue us. We respond to God 
in faith, believing in what we can’t see because of 
what we can see. When we focus on what we 
know to be true about God and the world God 
created, we can have faith in what we can’t see or 
fully understand.  
 
For more about what we’ll be talking about in 
June go to: https://vimeo.com/398528874 
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Children’s Ministry, cont. 

 Big SHOUT OUT to our Parents and Small 
Group Leaders 

Thank you parents and small group leaders for making 
Sundays and Wednesdays a priority! Thank  you for 
learning Zoom and connecting multiple kidz each week! 
Thank you for working through whatever issues you had 
at home to make it happen! Thank you for showing your 
kidz the importance of worshiping weekly, even if it 
looks differently. Thank you for your patience as we 
tweak things to improve our time together. Thank you 
for your prayers. We love being with you each week! 
You are AMAZING! 

We are scattered, but so thankful to God for the 
technology He has provided and for those who know 
how it works! While gathering together looks different, 
we are blessed to be able to continue to gather to 
worship God and learn about Jesus. With the amazing 
help and knowledge from Jill Scott (a Kidz Ministry 
Coach and Elder), our Preschoolers, Elementary Kidz 

and Small Group Leaders have continued to gather on 
Sundays. Again with Jill’s help, our K-5th Graders 
gathered in April for Kidz Club, too! 

Technology has allowed us to gather weekly for “Lunch 
with Kidz” via Zoom.  

Everything changed mid-March. But our God has not 
changed. While we were surprised by the turn of events, 
He wasn’t. Psalm 118:5-8: “Out of my distress I called on 
the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me free. The 
Lord is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to 
me? The Lord is on my side as my helper; I shall look in 
triumph on those who hate me. It is better to take refuge 
in the Lord than to trust in man.” We can trust God...no 
matter what. He is perfect, holy, and completely good! 

How can you help your kid finish the school year? Here 
are five quick ways: 

https://theparentcue.org/5-quick-ways-to-help-your-kid-
finish-the-school-year/ 

Blessings in Children’s Ministry 

Cindy Painter serves as one of our Kindergarten Small Group 

leaders. Hear how she has seen God’s blessings during the 

pandemic. 

Cindy writes: “I was afraid that using Zoom for Small Group 

wouldn’t work, especially with early elementary, but it has been 

awesome. I get to spend time with my kids that I would have 

otherwise missed. I love that the kids can just run to get 

something they have at home that they wouldn’t normally get to 

show me. I love that sometimes the parents join in so they get to 

see what we seek to accomplish during small group; it is nice to 

build a little more of a relationship with them. I was worried the 

kids would be nervous to talk, but some that are normally shy 

have been willing to share! I think it’s because they are in the 

comfort of home. I have met pets. I have heard about their 

activities so much more than before. We pray each week before 

we end our small group and my continued praise is the 

technology that people have and have shared to make these get-

togethers possible. While we may not be together physically, I 

see that our hearts are together for that one hour a week. Thank 

you Jesus for technology. 

Cindy Painter with 2 of her former small group 

members 
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Hendrickson Mission                                                               by Barrett Hendrickson 

The Hendricksons are still on schedule to go to Abaco, 
Bahamas this autumn to work for Caribbean Youth 
Network and plant an Evangelical Presbyterian Church. 
One of the most difficult pieces of this stay-at-home for us 
is the realization that this is how our time at Hebron is 
going to end. We do not know of anyone who got into 
ministry with the intention of sitting in their house for two 
months, and not being part of a gathering church. 
However, as has been the case throughout our lives, we 
can see the Lord's hand on it all. 
 
Moving a family to another country involves many 
transitions. Because of the devastation of Hurricane 
Dorian, the schools in Marsh Harbour are still not open, 
and therefore we are planning to cyber-school our 
children. These last two months have made cyber-
schooling something we are getting acclimated to while 
we are still here. We are learning how to interact with 
people electronically, which is important to us. We desire 
to maintain close contact with all of our supporters. 
 
Like much of the world, the Bahamas has shut down. Most 
of the economy is tourism driven, and without people 
travelling, there are no jobs. The restoration of Abaco has 
come to a screeching halt, as the volunteer groups have 
no way of getting to and from the island. Our partners, 

Gabe and Jan Swing had 11 mission groups scheduled to 
come to Abaco between March and July. All but one have 
cancelled, and that last one is highly questionable. 
 
However, we are still fairly confident that our schedule is 
unchanged. Our month of training mid-July through mid-
August is still planning on happening. As people have 
gotten used to Zoom meetings, we have resumed 
scheduling support-raising meetings, and are at 70% of our 
annual goal, as of this writing. We could always use more 
partners, so if you'd like to meet with us, or know someone 
looking for a missionary partnership, we'd love to set that 
up. 
 
You can pray for us as we move forward. This is a difficult 
time for all of us, not having the interaction we are used to. 
You can pray for our support-raising efforts. You can pray 
that our kids recognize their place in spreading the Gospel 
to different places. You can pray for Barrett's ordination 
exam preparation. You can pray for the leadership of 
Hebron as they look to fill the roles that we have played 
over the last 19 years. We'd love to pray for you as well. 
Please check out our Website: 
Hendricksonmission.com. You'll find a prayer page, where 
you can let us know how to pray for you. If you want to 
meet with us, please email us 
at hendricksonmission@gmail.com. 

 

Cortina, Paisley, Soren, Carrie, Marissa, and Barrett 

A view of the devastation in Abaco 

http://hendricksonmission.com./
mailto:hendricksonmission@gmail.com
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St. James Fellowship                                                                                  By Janie Mason 

If you have ever had a care-dependent 

loved one living in a care facility you 

know what a gift it is to that person 

when you visit. Or when you could visit – 

pre-COVID-19. It must seem even longer 

than two months to them now. Even 

pastors can’t visit.  

Reverend John Patterson, Director of St. James 

Fellowship, is one such pastor not able to visit.  

Heretofore, he would sing hymns, counsel, pray, and read 

God’s word one-on-one with residents and with small 

groups who have Alzheimer’s, dementia, and other 

incapacities of old age. The mission of St. James 

Fellowship is to show the love of Christ in word and deed 

to residents, their families, and their caregivers.  

As such relational ministry has been curtailed in concern 

for residents’ physical safety, John continues to offer and 

conduct the ministry of St. James Fellowship largely 

through technology. He currently develops services for 

use on the digital channels of care facilities’ internal 

televisions. During quarantine, residents view these 

services in their rooms 

The work of the fellowship involves proclaiming the 

Gospel, teaching God’s Word, serving communion, and 

counseling the hurting. Will you pray, please, for the 

residents, especially now; and that the caregivers respond 

to the need for them to give extra love and care right now; 

and for John to continue to find effective ways to bring 

Jesus’ love to these dear people. 

[Please visit the Missions page of Hebron’s website to 

learn more about St. James Fellowship.] 

In February the Mobilization Team added three new 

missionaries to our existing budget. We had already added 

the finance portion to our budget, but we wanted to 

prayerfully choose those missionaries in 2020. One of 

them is Robbie Rubio who serves with Young Life.  Young 

Life at its core, is relational.  They show up where teens 

are, they build relationships, and earn the right to be 

heard in hopes of introducing them to Jesus and helping 

them grow in grace.  

Robbie has been ministering to middle school and high 

school students since 2008. His most recent ministry was 

as a Young Life Area Director in the wealthy suburbs of 

northern Virginia. Two years ago, He felt the Lord tugging 

on his heart to relocate, so he began praying about where 

that might be. 

Growing up in a single parent home, with a mother who 

worked hard to make ends meet, he felt called to a 

Meet Young Life’s Robbie Rubio                                                         By Jerry Zeilstra 

ministry with those of a similar background. When the 

East Hills position opened, he jumped at the opportunity 

to serve there. We look forward to partnering with him! 

Robbie and his fiancée, Andriena, will be  

married in August 2020. 

From Our Members….

Sincere gratitude to my Hebron Church Family for the blessings of prayer, calls, cards, food (including potatoes), and flowers 

during Dick's and my years with you. My family became Hebronites in 1936, and Dick joined me at Hebron when we were 

married in 1954 in the "old wooden" church that burned in the 60's. He served on the Committee that built the present 

Education Building on this site. Our Dominical Teacher, Bill Martin, led a series on the Holy Spirit that has since provided me 

with comfort and safety in Dick's recent ascent to Heaven.   Love in Christ always, Mary Jane Drum 

 

Your prayers have given me great help and joy throughout my recovery. Thank you for your love and concern.  Bobbie Moore 
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Hebron  

Church 

10460 Frankstown Road 
Pittsburgh, PA  15235 

Reopening Worship at Hebron
In reopening our worship and ministry at Hebron, we are sensitive to the recommendations and directives of government 

policy. NOTE: This plan is only tentative. We will continue to adjust to changing circumstances as needed.

Return Phase
When at least 50 people 

allowed

 Spaced seating in Barclay & 
Sanctuary

 Doors opened by Greeter (1 
Barclay, 1 Narthex, 1 Tower)

 No handshakes & limited 
contact

 Respect for those desiring 
distance

 No passing offering plates; 
stationary site

 No communion
 No bulletins
 Band resumes, No choir
 No nursery or Kidz

programming
 No hospitality time
 No live youth gatherings
 Adult meetings w/ social 

distancing, no nursery
 Sanitation checklist provided 

to person in charge of 
meeting on church property

 Heightened cleaning
 Posting worship service and 

some online teaching

Transition Phase
Rolled out gradually as 

conditions change

 Increased worship seating 
 Increased number of Greeters
 Optional handshakes & masks
 Awareness of those desiring 

distance
 No passing offering plates; 

ushers hold and lean in
 Communion – elder control
 Bulletins available on pews
 Special music – limited choir
 No nursery
 Limited Kidz programming
 No hospitality time
 Ease into live youth 

gatherings
 Limited Groves on church 

property
 Sanitation checklist provided 

to person in charge of 
meeting on church property

 Heightened cleaning
 Post sermons, less additional 

weekly items
 Funerals/Weddings per 

number of people allowed

New Normal 

Phase

 Full seating in Barclay and 
Sanctuary

 Greeters resume full activity
 Handshakes
 Sensitivity to those desiring 

distance
 Passing offering plates
 Communion as normal
 Bulletins handed out as 

normal
 Choir as normal
 Full Nursery Resumes
 Kidz programming as normal
 Hospitality with some 

adjustments
 Live youth gatherings & 

programming
 Groves on church property
 Resume normal cleaning, 

continue sanitation checklist 
for person in charge of 
church meeting

 Post sermons, other items as 
determined by ministry staff

 Funerals and special services 
as normal

Current Phase
25 People Allowed to Meet

 No onsite worship until 50 
can gather

 Guided by recommendations 
set by governmental agencies

 Church office hours resume
 Respect for those desiring 

distance
 Church board and team 

meetings may take place in 
person onsite w/ social 
distancing

 Nursery not available
 Requests for use of building 

for 25 or less on case-to-case 
basis

 Sanitation checklist provided 
to person in charge of 
meeting on church property

 Heightened cleaning
 Continue posting worship 

service scattered, emailing 
special enewsletter, and 
maintaining increased social 
network presence


