
                      

 

Serving Aging and Disabled People and Their Caregivers in the Name of Jesus Christ 
 

December 8, In the Year of our Lord, 2022 
Dear 
   From death comes life, so our blessed Lord Jesus told us. For the Fellowship of St. James, death has been a 
more pronounced part of our ministry in 2022. I have conducted eight funerals and led jointly in two others. 
One does not like to talk about the subject, especially during the Advent season when we emphasize the birth 
and new life of our Savior when he came into the world. 
   But we must accept that the death of the body is a part of our sojourn on 
earth. One of the beautiful passages about the newborn Christ Child is when 
the Wise Men visited him, perhaps many months after his birth. One of them 
gave him myrrh. This was a fragrance used in Jesus’ day to prepare the body 
before it’s burial. It was also a prophesy of Christ’s death 33 years later when 
Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea buried Jesus and used myrrh and aloe in 
the process. 
 
   What is life? The Book of James tells us that it is a vapor that vanishes away. What should we make of it? The 
answer is easy and yet hard. Life is to be devoted to God and to love him and serve others. Jesus leads the way 
and we follow him. His kingdom is now and forever. His rule will have no end.  
   In serving the disabled and aging population, we see that the final years of life are not usually very pleasant. 
We now live longer and our bodies don’t keep up with the medicines that give us longer life spans. I remind the 
people we serve, however, that we are never too old to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord.  
 
  So what have we been doing out there in the field of harvest? Preaching the Gospel. Bringing beauty and 
reverence to Christian worship for our people. Comforting the dying. Helping the weak. Visiting hurting souls. 
Working with families and caregivers. Giving financial help to some. I do the work of a pastor, evangelist, 
chaplain, and deacon. My wife and fellow servant Carol wonderfully assists me in this. We conduct about 140 
services per year and make close to 500 visits per year. We also have four ministry team associates who have 
taken on individuals and have served them faithfully for many years. 
 
  We are a mission church, not a typical American one. Our outreach is in setting up many small congregations 
in senior and disabled living facilities. Some are in independent living, others are in assisted living, some are in 
full nursing homes. A few people we serve are in their own apartments or part of our diaspora. Those are people 
who had to leave their St. James Fellowship congregation and move elsewhere. 
 
  Sadly, mediocrity becomes a way of existence for many of these people. There are very few personal care 
facilities that provide loving and meaningful care. While this Fellowship can’t change that, we do offer real 
spiritual care. It comes in a nice gift package of Truth, hope, love, and faith. Jesus Christ is the gift wrapper. 
Advent is the season of lights and the anticipation of Jesus’ birthday celebration and his Second Coming. I 
admonish people not to just have institutional religion but to have a living faith in our Lord who has delivered 
us from death and darkness.  
 

over 



   I think of many from our Fellowship who will not be part of us who died this past year: Dorothy Fails, Pep 
Jones, Susan Kantorscyk, Ken Moelk, Peggy Nagel, Geneva Silverio, Mary Vizzini, David Hansberry, Greg 
Smith, Alphea Christian, Bill and Patty Brissel, and Jackie Pscherer.        
 

                
            The blessed Jackie and Rev. John                                                              
                                                                                                                     Rev. JP and faithful Ken                                                                                                            
  Others in our Fellowship are still alive and declining physically or 
mentally: Janice, Joanne, Elexis, Mary, Carol, Glen, Ray, Mike, Nora, 
Ruth, Ken, Marcie, Carrie, James, and Betsy, Bill, and Judy. There are 
plenty more.   
 
   The folks we serve have diseases and disabilities such as: 
Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, diabetes, MS, stroke, heart issues, respiratory 
problems, Neuropathy, paraplegia, various infections, etc. Another major 
illness our people suffer is loneliness                                                            
                                                                                                                       Judy, part of St. James for 7 years 
                                                                                                                         
  The worst infection is sin. It causes a callous heart toward God and marred human relationships. We have to 
address this as a Christian ministry. All of us are a spiritual work in progress. The disabled or aging people we 
serve are no different. If God has called us, we must find and follow him through our Lord Jesus Christ. This 
may take a lifetime for some folks. Some of us may attain this near the end of life. Others at the beginning. 
 
   As we begin this Advent season and remember Christ as the light of the world, please know that it is the 
purpose of St. James Fellowship to reflect that light to the people God has led us to. Our mission remains to 
present Christ as the Way, Truth, and Life and to convey the sublime meaning of the Gospel.  
 
  Many of you regularly support St. James Fellowship. We thank you deeply for this.  The people we serve have 
only a little to give back. We count on you to keep us going. Perhaps you would consider an extra Christmas 
gift. For those of you who only occasionally support us we would like to ask you to consider another gift during 
this Advent season.  If you have never given, please consider a gift to a unique mission serving a unique people. 
 
For Christ and His Kingdom, 
 
 
Rev. John Patterson 
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