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Ed. Note: As Doug looks toward leaving 

Hebron at the end of this year, he 

shares this seventh in a series of nine 

“lessons learned” from his ministry 

here. 

 

He’s the President and CEO of one of 
Forbes Magazine’s “Best Banks in 
America”; one of the top 25 
performing publicly traded, small-cap 
banks in the country. Over the last 15 
years he and his team have grown it 
from a 3 billion to a 30 billion dollar 
enterprise. 
 
A few days ago we were riding in a 
golf cart together when I told him 
how special I thought his daughter 
was. His response was memorable. 
He nodded and said, “There are two 
kinds of people in the world, takers 
and givers, and Mary is a giver.” I 
couldn’t think of a greater 
compliment. 
 
Zacchaeus (Luke 19) was a taker. In 
fact, he’s perhaps the most prolific 
taker we find in the New Testament, 
for he wasn't simply a tax collector. 
He was the chief tax collector. He 
plied his trade in the richest region in 
the whole of the Roman Empire. And 
yet, on His way to the Cross, Jesus 
stops in Jericho for him. In fact, Luke 
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underscores this point in two ways. 
First, he tells us that Jesus’ intention 
was to pass through the town 
without stopping. Second, when 
Jesus sees Zaccheus, He knows him 
and calls him by name. That’s a 
rarity. He says something to him 
that He never says elsewhere in the 
Scripture. “I must stay in your house 
today.” In other words, “I am going 
to delay my trip by coming into your 
house and sharing a meal with you.” 
Think of the scandal of that. Jesus, a 
prominent Jewish rabbi, is going to 
enter and stay in the home of a 
filthy rich, notorious scammer like 
Zacchaeus and eat with him. It just 
wasn't done, but Jesus did it. 
 
And it’s at that meal that Dr. Luke 
tells us the unthinkable occurs. This 
wildly wealthy man, impoverishes 
himself! Look at it. He starts by 
saying, “Half of all I have I give to 
the poor.” And that was a bundle. 
Even the Law of Moses didn’t 
require that! Then he follows with a 
second declaration: “If I have 
defrauded anyone, I will restore him 
fourfold.” The first declaration 
rendered him poorer. The second 
rendered him broke! 
 

Why would Zacchaeus do such a 
thing? My friend, the banker, 
answered that perfectly in a recent 
podcast when he described his 
leadership style this way: “Win the 
hearts of people first, before asking 
for their hand.” That’s what Jesus 
did. And that’s what He continues 
to do through those who love Him 
and are excited by Him. 
 
Years ago I heard a prominent 
British American pastor say, “A 
fundraising campaign for ministry is 
a wonderful evangelism 
opportunity, because they want to 
know why you want the money and 
I tell them. To see the lost found, to 
bind up the broken-hearted. To see 
marriages brought back together. 
To see strangers become brothers 
and sisters in Christ. “ 
 
And he’s right. That’s why I’m often 
astounded by the preponderance 
of Christians who are hesitant 
about raising money for the work 
of Christ. Sometimes the hesitancy 
takes the form of running from the 
responsibility. Other times it’s 
expressed in the inability to 
succinctly articulate a request. It’s 
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On the Coming of Grace                                                                           By Henry Knapp 

Money Follows Vision, cont. 

as if they are ashamed of asking. It’s as if they are 
begging for money for themselves. They aren’t. They 
are inviting others to change lives, including their own. 
 
Unlike any other human expenditure, giving to the 
cause of Christ comes with supernatural and external 
reward. It’s not only a privilege to invite someone into 
the ministry of Christ, it’s a joy. Over the last 40 years I 
have watched many lives radically changed by the 
willingness to ask for money and give it. Some of the 
stingiest, most self-centered, this-world focused 
people have been transformed from takers to givers. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

This fall around Hebron, I’m hoping you will feel the 
encouragement to engage deeply in your faith—in God-
centered worship, in in-depth biblical study, and in 
passionate service to our King. I am convinced that our 
devotion to Jesus, our love for the Father, and our 
experience of the Spirit will be richer as we pursue these 
goals. However, as always, sin seeks to distort that vision, 
and we risk losing sight of that great blessing in our lives, 
the grace of God given to us in Christ. To misunderstand 
grace is to misunderstand the whole nature of the gospel. 
To comprehend all of God’s law, or His purposes in 
creation, or even His sovereign character and power, and 
yet to fail to grasp grace is to miss the heart of 
Christianity.  

Unfortunately, it is precisely here that we see a common 
problem within the church—many people speak of God, 
His love, ways, and authority. Yet without grace, all this 
talk is merely the clanging of symbols; it lacks the central 
core of the Christian worship of the Lord. God’s love, 
laws, morality, character and nature are all vitally 
important to the Christian. But standing alone, they lack 
the tie that binds them to our hearts and experiences—
the overwhelming gift of God’s pleasure given to us freely 

through Christ. 

However, this free grace which God offers us should not be 
thought of simply as sweet, pure, and peaceful. Yes, the 
influence of grace upon us is often sweet. It often brings 
about purity in our hearts, and peace to our souls. But 
Scripture portrays that grace, not as coming to us gently 
and in a sweet manner, but coming by means of great 
violence. Much that God does to show us His gracious love 
involves a vicious conflict between our own sinful desires, 
and God’s path of mercy. Consequently, grace’s operation 
in our lives is forceful and challenging, often very painful. 
That which is good, that which is gracious, comes to us by 
means of God violently imposing His love upon our un-
loveliness. 

But it is not simply the work of grace in our own hearts that 
is violent. The very purchase of grace on our behalf, the 
very outworking of God’s redemptive plan, was 
accomplished in a brutal manner – a manner which 
paralleled our own betrayal of God. Grace is so beneficial 
and wonderful to us that we can easily forget the violent 
act whereby it was purchased for us. Again, the experience 
of our communion with God through the gift of grace is so 
lovely and comforting that we run the risk of missing the 

(Continued on page 3) 

But there is a catch. The joy of giving only comes when 
the vision for what the money will do is clearly and 
succinctly articulated. Without it, it is only charity. With 
it, is an invitation to join Jesus doing for others what He 
did for Zacchaeus. It’s an invitation to get way below the 
surface and join forces as brothers and sisters, co-givers 
with Jesus. 
 
The question is simple. Are you a taker or a giver? Are 
you sitting on the sidelines, or are you in the game? If 
the answer is anything less than a joyful, expectant 
giver, then go to Jesus, look at His Cross and 
resurrection and get in the game! When you get down 
to it, He’s the only One who is really worth it. 



3 

 

 

 

On the Coming of Grace, cont.               

fact that the purchase of that grace centered around the 
broken, bleeding, shattered body of the God-man, Jesus 
Christ.  

I fear we do not sufficiently dwell upon the nature of the 
sacrifice of Christ—the violent substitution in death of one 
person for another. To fully appreciate what God has done 
for us in Christ, I believe it is necessary to highlight both 
the gracious benefits of the Cross, and the violent means 

(Continued from page 2) whereby those blessings are made ours. Christ turned 
aside God’s wrath and hatred; the benefits are evident—
God no longer rejects us for our sin! Yet, the cost to Christ 
was staggering: the eternal Son, who was forever loved by 
the Father, had to bear the vicious hatred of His Father. 

May God grant us to know and experience the depth of 
His love and grace—all to the praise of His glory!  Henry 

Women’s Ministry: A Harvest Worth Gathering                                  by Jen Balkey 

A Harvest Worth Gathering 

Fall In-House Retreat- November 5th & 6th
 

 

Fall is upon us. Many of us are sad that the warm 

weather is fading away while others are welcoming the 

cooler months. There are so many things “fall” to enjoy 

regardless of your preferred temperature: fresh picked 

apples, pumpkins, yummy treats, and trees adorned in 

beautiful colors. 

We are to enjoy the beauty and splendor of His 

creation in the ways it grows and changes. The fall 

season is a reminder of God’s provision for us after a 

period of planting, growing, and waiting. Cultivating. 

Obedience. Faithfulness in persevering through the 

task that He set before you. At the time of the harvest 

we get to acknowledge God and all that He has seen us 

through and given to us. It is not enough to see and 

acknowledge the crop that is mature and ready. There is a 

purpose and importance in gathering and bringing in the 

harvest at its time. If left out in the field the mature crop 

will begin to deteriorate and go to waste.  

This fall the Women’s Ministry of Hebron wants to 

celebrate the harvest by gathering together God’s people. 

I pray we can embrace this change of season, 

remembering God’s faithfulness and give thanks for how 

He provides for us in all of our needs - seen and unseen. 

Gretchen  Saffles in, The Well Watered Woman, says, “We 

strive to give glory to God at each stage, and we trust Him 

with the harvest. Blooming will certainly come, but don’t 

miss the joy and beauty of growing.” We cannot be 

distracted by the harvests here on the earth and forget 

about the harvest that is to come for God’s people when 

He returns. Our personal journey of faith has a much 

longer growing season than that of the typical flower or 

crop and the harvest of God’s people has eternal 

implications not just to temporarily fill our bellies or 

delight our eyes. Saffles continues, “While humanity’s 

story began in a garden, it will culminate in another 

Garden - a perfect, redeemed, everlasting, always-

blooming Garden.” 

This fall we will gather together to celebrate this very 

truth.  I hope that all women 18 years and over will mark 

your calendars, and invite a friend, to join together in our 

Women’s Ministry In-House Fall Retreat. A Harvest Worth 

Gathering, Women’s Retreat, will be held in the Barclay 

Building Friday, November 5th and Saturday the 6th. Keep 

your eyes and ears open for upcoming details. 
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Children’s Ministry                                                                                 by Ellen Dillard 

 
Every year, Hebron has the opportunity to partner with parents by giving Bibles to our 4-year-olds and 2nd graders.   
Kidz receiving Bibles this year included: 
 

Cate Aubele 
Ann Marie Bangura 
Michael Budden 
Lydia and Marshall Cichon 
Jacob and Olivia Gallagher 
Thatcher Garrison 
Gavin Gehring 
Maddox Gerard 
Luciana Harris 
Ryker Hershman 
Ronan Hickey 
Brooklyn Mills 
Charlie Morrow 
Garrett Paradise 
Isabella Porter 
Eli and Owen Sanders 
Dorian Schaffer 
Mila Wilson 

 
We give them out at the beginning of the school year so that our 4-year-olds and 2nd graders start the school year with the 
BEST and most important book – God’s Word!  Psalm 119:105 tells us how God’s Word is a lamp to guide us and a light for 
our path.  
 
Kidz were encouraged to read their Bibles daily – with parents’ help if needed – so that they can see where God is leading 
them. Parents were encouraged to continue reading their Bible so their kidz will see how they love God and continue to 
grow in their relationship with Him. The congregation was asked to pray for the kidz and their families.   
 
The kidz’ names are listed above so that we can continue to pray for them by name. Thank you for your prayers for these 
kidz – and their families – as they grow in their relationship with Jesus. 

Would you like to join us? 
 

Each month our preschool and elementary kidz learn a new memory verse.  In October, here’s what we’re learning... 
 

Preschool 
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid…for the Lord your God goes with you.” 

Deuteronomy 31:6 
 

Elementary  
“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful, I know that full well.” 

Psalm 139:14 
 

Send a video of you saying the memory verses, and we’ll make sure to share it with the kidz! 
Send to: Hebronkidz15235@gmail.com or to Ellen’s cell @ 724-875-2243. 

mailto:Hebronkidz15235@gmail.com
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What we’re talking about in October… 
 
Preschoolers love to show adults how BIG they are . . . “Look at my BIG muscles! Look how BIG I can jump! Look at 
this BIG bite!”  
 
We don’t have to teach a preschooler to show everyone how big they are. And, if we’re all honest, there’s something 
deep inside us that wants to do something big, too. We want to show the world that we can do things that matter— 
things that really matter.  
 
Could it be that we were all made to do big things? We think so. That is why during October, we’re discovering what 
being a Super Kid really looks like—doing the things God made us to do for Him. God made us to do BIG things! 
 
David Chosen as King/1 Samuel 16:6-13 
David Protects Sheep/1 Samuel 17:34-37 
David and Goliath/1 Samuel 17:1-50 
David Helps Mephibosheth/1 Samuel 20:14-17 and 2 Samuel 9:1-13 
David Praises/2 Samuel 6:12-15 

The Christian Discipleship Institute (CDI) has begun! 

This summer, a group of ten student members has 

launched at Hebron Church. CDI is a brand-new training 

program that teaches believers the biblical and theological 

background necessary for discipleship, ministry, 

evangelism, and Christian leadership.  

The class has just wrapped up a course focusing on how to 

read the Bible, and each student is learning, reading, 

reflecting, interacting together, and seeking to grow in the 

renewing of their mind, will, and heart for the Lord. During 

the 20-month long program, there will be different teachers 

at different times and the classes will include biblical 

literacy, theological competence, a Christ-centered lifestyle 

and an integrated worldview. Disciples are made not born!  

This is an exciting time for Hebron, and we encourage you 

to ask any of the following new team members about their 

experience with CDI: Jen Balkey, Loretta and Hodge 

Children’s Ministry, cont. 

Worsham, Mike Tomashewski, Brendan Conaway, Mike 

and Sandy Gartland, Heather Ramsay, Ben Hershman, 

and Steve Sanders.   
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Don't miss this opportunity to learn about 
16 local and international ministries 
supported by Hebron Church. You will be 
able to visit displays, talk with the leaders 
and representatives of the ministries, 
attend brief presentations, learn about 
opportunities to get involved personally in 
service projects, and enjoy samples of 
cuisine from around the world.  

It's an open house, so feel free to come 
anytime from 4:00 to 6:00 PM, Sunday, 
October 3, at the Barclay Building. 

 

Thank you so much for the flowers, they were very pretty. We are very 
blessed to have all of you in our lives. I’m so sure Bruce is with Jesus now, 
no pain or confusion! 
 
Your sister in Jesus, Peggy, Sherry, and Bruce 
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Hebron  

Church 

10460 Frankstown Road 
Pittsburgh, PA  15235 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 3, 2021 
 

Worship with us at: 

 9:00 AM - Barclay  

11:15 AM - Sanctuary 

 

If you are a shut-in, please call the church office and Henry Knapp will be happy  
to make arrangements to serve communion in your home. 


