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The biblical story of David and Goliath 
is a classic example. Most of us know 
the general outline of the event—
young David faces off against the 
giant professional soldier, and, in the 
name of the Lord is victorious. But, 
what exactly does the text mean? 
What are we supposed to learn from 
the story? How does this passage 
connect to the Gospel message of 
Jesus Christ?  
 

I recently finished teaching a class on 
interpreting the Scripture where we 
looked at the different kinds of 
writings in the Bible, and some basic 
principles to keep in mind while 
reading it. While there are a lot of 
important things to keep in mind, one 
key point stands out: the necessity of 
grasping the overall message of the 
Bible. If you don’t connect each 
individual text to the overarching 
storyline of Christ, you’ve missed the 
point.  
 

This is not as simplistic as it sounds. 
For eighteen hundred years the 
importance of understanding the 
overall message was assumed by 
biblical readers—each individual 
verse helps build the whole story. But, 
today, modern scholars take just the 
opposite approach. They assume that 
each story stands alone; that the only 
way to truly understand what a 
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biblical passage is saying is to 
separate it from the theological 
“baggage” of the rest of the Bible, 
and view it on its own. For instance, 
the Old Testament sacrificial system 
teaches us about the early worship 
practices of the Israelites, but says 
nothing about the eventual sacrifice 
of Christ. Or, the conquest of 
Canaan by the Israelite people by 
the will of God in the book of Joshua 
speaks simply of the Israelite belief 
that their God was more powerful 
than other gods, and says nothing 
about the holiness and 
sanctification of the people of God 
in heaven.   
  
I would like to encourage you to 
read the Bible differently. Though a 
trustworthy testimony to history, 
the Bible is not intended to give us a 
history of the Israelite people or of 
the life of Christ or of the beginnings 
of the church. Rather, it is intended 
to speak to us of the history of 
salvation, i.e., Redemptive History. 
The overall message of the Bible is 
that God is glorifying Himself by 
bringing about the salvation of 
humanity through history. It’s all 
about the plan of Jesus being our 
Savior! The reason God chose to 
communicate with us in the 
Scripture is to reveal His holy 
character and deep love to us. Every 

passage in the Bible, no matter how 
obscure, speaks of the majesty of 
God, the breadth of His love, the 
joy of His creation, the destruction 
and depravity of sin, the self-
sacrificing nature of the Lord’s 
grace, and the blessedness of our 
communion with Him as redeemed 
people. It is only by keeping this 
over-riding plan in mind that we 
can properly understand the 
teachings of the books of the Old 
Testament or the Epistles of Paul or 
of Revelation and the Old 
Testament prophets.    
             
The point of David and Goliath is 
not to teach us that little people 
matter or that we can be victorious 
in God or that we should “kill the 
giants (of sin) who stand in our 
way” or even about one’s trust in 
God—David’s victory over Goliath is 
one part of an overall message 
which speaks of God saving His 
people from sin, despair and 
destruction. We need to learn how 
to read and how to teach the 
Scripture so that the message of 
God’s love, our sinful rejection of 
Him, and yet His saving, self-
sacrificing grace is clearly shown in 
each and every passage; that is the 
gospel message we believe.  The 
Gospel that changes everything. 
  
To the Praise of His Glory, Henry  
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 Hebron Friends, beginning in early to mid-March, you 

 will hear from a “group captain” regarding the group you 

 are in. At this point, plans can then be decided upon 

 for the gathering. Sixty- four different people have 

 signed up for Hebron Hospitality for 8! This is all very 

 exciting. Stay tuned and thanks for your participation 

 together as the Body of Christ at Hebron. 
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Uth Ministry           by Kara Pennybaker 

What’s Coming Up: 

Group days for February: The High School will enjoy a day of bowling, while middle school 

will enjoy fellowship together over dinner. 

Service Projects for W.Y.L.D. (Weird Youth Leadership Development) will be joining with ZETA 

PHI BETA sorority in collecting diapers for mothers in need. Please send in any size diapers 

and wipes to help our young men be a blessing! 
Parents Night Out: Plan your date nights, MS. Ellen and I are taking your children!!! More De-

tails to follow! 
Surf City has 12 Spots (We can add more.)-   July 31st- August 5th –  upcoming 6th- 8th grade, 

you may register on Hebron’s website soon! 

Columbia, South Carolina: has 11 spots (We can add more.)- July 17th-23rd  - upcoming 9th – 

12th grade, you may register on Hebron’s website soon! 

January and February have been amazing months! The youth are back and in full swing! This year two new 

components started. Large group now incorporates a time of song and a small lesson before leading into 

small groups. It has been a joy to watch the young people embrace their individual style of worship, 

prayer, and Scripture reading. 
 
Passion Hour has added professional instruction. The youth leaned in to what they were being taught. The 

photography club snapped pictures and learned words specific to photography. If you see Kiera or Lucas 

walking around ask them a question or two. Jonathan worked with paints and made an interpretation of what 

Gabriel the angel may look like. We look forward to having the professionals return. 
 
Our Semester FOCUS: All things Jesus. The youth are learning His character and the way He taught Sunday 

School. They are learning what it means to worship Him, share Him with others in Youth Group and how to 

be like Him in small group! 
 
It will not be much longer before our 12TH  graders will be graduating High School and leaving for college, 

and the 5th graders from KIDZ Ministry will be joining us. We look forward to these times of celebration for 

our youth! 

HEBRON UTH 
From the Desk of 
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Children’s Ministry     By: Ellen Dillard 

During both Sunday morning worship services, kidz 

(and parents) can find “Praise Packs.” The purpose of 

them is to help connect with the worship service. 

Tucked inside pizza boxes are stickers, markers and 

Post-It Notes. But kidz will also find: 

 Worship Art Page – Kidz draw a picture about 

something they hear or see during the service.  

 Sermon Notes –Kidz write down what they see 

and hear during the service.  

 Pipe Cleaners – Kidz create something that they 

hear and see during the service.  

 Bingo Card  

 Construction paper  

From time to time, inside the Praise Pack kidz will find 

a coloring sheet, a word search with words that they 

will hear during the service or a maze!   

Prizes are available from Mrs. Ellen – kidz bring their 

completed bingo, art or sermon page – or something 

completed from their Praise Pack! 

Shout out to Eva Gehring for sharing her 

drawing from her “Praise Pack!”  

 

4th/5th Grade Retreat 

Date: April 30 – May 1 

Location: Pine Springs Camp,  

Jennerstown, PA 

Cost: $75 

 

Join us for an overnight to grow in our love for 
Jesus and stronger in our friendships.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Get In the Middle of It” Graduation Milestone Event 
 

Parents of 5th Graders –  

Your family is invited to join us for an end of year 

celebration of laughter and encouragement as we 

celebrate what God has done in the lives of our 

outgoing 5th graders and what He will do as they move 

into middle school.  

 

Date:  May 4th  

Time: 6:30-8:00 PM 

Location: Fellowship Hall 

 

Invitations will be mailed home in late March. 
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Children’s Ministry cont.          By: Ellen Dillard 

February 11, 2022 

We are thankful for the opportunity to partner-with-parents, and Family Night Lights is one way that we get to do this. 

Family Night Lights is an opportunity for kidz to bring their parents into “their space” to have some fun, sing praises and 

learn about Jesus together in a relevant and engaging way.  

 

Families entered the Barclay and were given hats that glowed underneath the black lights and glow sticks, of course!  When 

the gym doors opened families were greeted with games to play underneath the black lights; things like scooter races, 4 

square, tic-tac-toe and more!  There was fun and laughter as families won tickets for a grand prize to be drawn later in the 

night! Miss Amy led us in singing praises to God with special help from Mackenzie Rice, Julius Scott and Drew Tomashewski.   

 

Ben Hershman served as our host and reminded us that everyone is worthy of our care, kindness and compassion.  

Nick Paradise served as our storyteller and brought to life the beginning of Jesus’ ministry when Jesus went to the 

Synagogue in Nazareth and read the passage from Isaiah about the promised Messiah. We ended the night with delicious 

cupcakes lovingly baked by Cristina Longwill.  

 

Thank you to everyone who gave so generously of their time and talents to provide a great place for families to gather 

together – All to the Praise of His Glory. If you weren’t able to make it, you’re invited to Easter Jam on Saturday, April 9th! 

Details to follow! 
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Dear Hebron Family,  
 

Thank you for your prayers, encouraging notes, and condolences during Martha's illness 
and after her passing.  

We were overwhelmed by the outpouring of love for the memorial service and luncheon. 
 

With love and gratitude,  

The Slippy family  

Book Nook        by The Discipleship Team 

This past month you have been able to check out some books from 

our new Hebron Book Nook cart by the Barclay main doors. Our 

newest recommended book is Do You Believe?: 12 Historic Doctrines 

to Change Your Everyday Life by Paul Tripp.  

 

Tripp takes a close look at 12 core doctrines and how they engage and 
transform the human heart and mind. According to Tripp, “true belief 
is always lived.” To demonstrate, he unpacks each doctrine and 
presents its relevance for the Christian life. As readers explore topics 
such as the doctrine of God, the holiness of God, and the doctrine of 

Scripture, they will be fueled to fall deeper in love with and stand in awe of their Creator and Father―putting the 
truths of God’s word on display for all the world to see. May we know what we believe, Hebron…and develop our 
foundation even stronger for a life of discipleship and deep trust of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Feel free to purchase your own copy on Amazon (or available to borrow at the Hebron Book Nook). Also, remember 

to sign out a copy and borrow Affirming the Apostles’ Creed by J.I. Packer. 

 

Also find on the cart some other gems to borrow: Trusting God (even when life hurts) by Jerry Bridges, None Like Him 

and In His Image by Jen Wilkin, Gentle and Lowly and Deeper by Dane Ortlund, Mamma Bear Apologetics: 

Empowering Your Kids to Challenge Cultural Lies by Hillary Ferrer, as well as others. 

Hebron and COVID       by The Session Team 

Since COVID restrictions began two years ago, your Session and staff regularly discuss the status of the 
pandemic.  Each time we prayerfully try to discern what decisions God would have us make as a congregation.  We 
look to the current infection rates in Allegheny County as well as CDC guidelines when making these 
decisions.  Session decided at its monthly meeting this week to relax our vigilance because the infection rate is waning 
off in Allegheny County.  If COVID numbers re-surge, we will consider that information and review our policies 
accordingly. We depend heavily on hearing from you, the believers who worship at Hebron; please come talk with an 
elder or staff member about your concerns or suggestions.  And continue to remember to pray for our church and 
your session/staff as pandemic issues continue.   
   
For these reasons, don’t be surprised if you receive a call from an elder or staff member.  We will be touching base 
with some Hebronites over the next couple of months to hear from you how the past two years affected you and your 
family, and how Hebron can serve you, your family and your community better as we continue to walk through this 
time with all its changes.  
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Mission Partner Update—The Blessing Board  by Rick Bender 

www.blessingboard.org 
 

2021 certainly has been a year of change for The 

Blessing Board. Both of the locations (Oakmont and 

Mckeesport) have moved to newer, cleaner, brighter 

and more efficient locations on Butler Street in the 

Shaler Plaza and Lebanon Road in West Mifflin. Even 

though the Oakmont move began as an unexpected 

need to relocate, God turned it into a major step 

forward for The Blessing Board with an expansion of 

the volunteer base, new funding sources, and 

families being served from the northern sections of 

Pittsburgh. Even with all of these changes, The 

Blessing Board was still able to serve 861 families 

with furnishings for their homes. The following is an 

example of a family who was recently served. 

 

Kariann and Justin came to The Blessing Board through 

Action Housing. They had just come from being 

homeless for some time. To make their appointment, 

Justin and Kariann took two buses and then walked to 

The Blessing Board in 17 degree weather. They said 

they had no money for bus fare, and their bus drivers 

had been gracious to them and let them on the buses 

they needed to get here. They picked out furniture to 

furnish their new home and were very grateful. After 

they were done, their Action Housing caretaker gave 

them bus fare to get back home. 

 

The Blessing Board genuinely thanks Hebron Church for 

all the prayer and financial support it has received over 

the years.  

 

Here are some ways you can pray for The Blessing 

Board in the coming year: 

 

 Pray that God empowers the Board of Directors 

with the wisdom to make clear and spirit-filled 

decisions on it's future. 

 That in 2022 more families can be served with 

furnishings and hear the Gospel of Jesus and know 

His love through The Blessing Board. 

 Pray for the staff and volunteers who make The 

Blessing Board run on a daily basis. 

Mission Trip        by The Mobilization Team 

 

 

Mobilization is planning a trip led by Greg Anderson and Jerry Zeilstra from          

June 6-12 to Abaco, Bahamas to serve alongside Hendrickson Mission, Caribbean 

Youth Network, and Kirk of the Pines. For questions or more information email 

Greg, ander627@gmail.com, or Jerry, jzeils1422@aol.com.  
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