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Ed. Note: This is the second in a series 
of articles from Doug as he ends his 
tenure with Hebron. Here he shares a 
second motivation for ministry and 
lesson learned. 
 
Twice in my tenure at Hebron the 
church has graciously extended to me 
a sabbatical - a time of refreshment, 
recalibration, and reflection. In 2000, 
the product was a book entitled, 
Leadership Jesus Style. The unintended 
product of the 2020 sabbatical is a 
book entitled, God, Golf, and Grace. I 
say “unintended” because it wasn’t 
until I got to the coast of Maine in late 
September that I determined to write 
it. Here is a brief excerpt: 
 
Now whether my father knew it or not, 
the way he introduced me to the game 
was, for me, exactly the right way. To 
my knowledge my father never spent a 
moment on a practice tee. If he ever 
went to a driving range, it was an 
outing planned by someone else...You 
would never find him practicing his 
putting on the living room carpet, or 
sneaking out to one of the greens that 
were only two blocks from my 
childhood home. No, for him, golf was 
a social activity. It was a walk never 
spoiled by illusions of grandeur. As long 
as there were others to enjoy the 
fairways and greens, woods and high 
rough, he was happy. In fact, it was 
that singular focus that set the tone for 
what I would come to find most 

Spiritual Growth Occurs on Relational Bridges                            by Doug Rehberg 

rewarding about the game of golf - 
the companionship. 
 
Many decades later, a friend and I 
were playing with a couple from 
Florida who often play the game 
together in their golf course 
community. In this case the woman 
was a far superior player. This was 
something my friend and I observed 
from the first tee on. The three men 
would hit our drives, and then she’d 
tee off from the ladies’ tees. Every 
time she hit it straight down the 
middle. Him, not so much. Then it 
happened. After hitting his second 
shot he threw down another ball, and 
hit the same shot. After watching this 
a few times, my friend politely asked, 
“What are you doing?” Instantly the 
man smiled and said, “Oh, we play 
NATO golf.” “What is NATO golf?” my 
friend asked. He replied knowingly, 
“Not Attached To Outcome”. 
 
My father never ever played NATO 
golf. He counted every stroke, or tried 
to. Sure, he’d roll the ball over 
anywhere he found it. He’d gladly 
take a mulligan everywhere it was 
offered. But he’d never cavalierly 
throw down a second or third ball. His 
primary objective was to play his best. 
But his performance never determined 
the pleasure he derived from the day. 
There was an alternative outcome 
that drove him; the fellowship of 
friends. That’s why he teed it up.  

As I reflect back on more than fifty 
years of teeing it up, it’s that one 
principle outcome that has rubbed off 
on me. It’s the attachment to that 
outcome that has caused me to cherish 
a multitude of memorable rounds. 
None were based on certain swing 
thoughts, ball striking, or quantity of 
birdies and eagles. What marked them 
as memorable was cherished time 
spent with people – old friends and 
new. It’s these events and these stories 
that live deep inside of me. They are 
stories of walking and riding with 
friends, chasing a ball and touching the 
soul. 
 
That’s my motivation for ministry as 
well. If all the Christian faith is, is a 
dissemination of information, then a 
lecture will do. But it’s not. In fact, it’s 
the opposite. It’s getting under the 
surface with others in an open, honest 
relationship where anyone and 
everyone is welcome, and spiritual 
growth occurs in all. That’s what we 
have witnessed so wonderfully through 
the years of Groves. That’s what we 
have witnessed so often in the face of 
tragedy. We’ve seen one person saying 
to another what Philip said to 
Nathanael in John 1:45-46, “Come and 
see.” Need is the only qualification 
needed! Simply put, spiritual growth 
occurs on relational bridges. No one 
comes close to Christ alone, and no 
one grows in Him alone. Both of my 
fathers have taught me that! 
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It’s Been a Dark Time…But Easter Is Coming!                                       by Henry Knapp 

It has been almost a year! Almost a year since COVID-19 
cancelled the Christian’s most joyous opportunity to 
worship together—Easter Sunday. Last year, COVID hit 
just days before Holy Week, and, along with so many 
other parts of our society, Hebron Church was closed for 
in-person worship. A year later, we have adjusted how we 
worship together. But as Easter approaches this year, we 
have an opportunity to celebrate together the 
resurrection of our Lord. And this is a terrific time to join 
us! If you have wondered when you would come back to 
corporate worship we invite you to make April 4th, Easter 
Sunday, that time. 
 
I do not believe it would be hard to convince you that our 
highest calling as Christians is to worship the Lord our 
God. Worship is not simply part of the Christian life, it is 
the lifeblood of all we are and do. Worship flows forth 
from our creation (all humanity in Romans 1), it is the 
natural response to our redemption (think Peter in Luke 5 
or Thomas in John 20), and it is our sanctification (Paul in 
Colossians 3). To be a human being is to be a worshipping 
being. To be a Christ-follower is to be a Christ-worshipper.  
 
One of the greatest fears I have had during this pandemic 
is that we would slowly absorb the lie that weekly 
worship is just a small part of our lives, that corporate 
worship is nice when we can do it, but not absolutely 
necessary. What, after all, does God truly want from us? 
Well, let’s think about that. What does God truly want 
from us? Certainly, God desires us to live good, moral 
lives. Of course, God calls us to serve Him, to serve 
others, to show them God’s love. But, is any of that more 
important than worship? Can worshipping our Savior 
really take second place to anything? God is pleased with 
being present with His people, meeting them in praise 
and thanksgiving. Worship is when we ascribe worth to 
the most worthy of all beings, the Lord Himself—and He 
delights in it. 
 
Over the past year, we have had to find many unfamiliar 
ways to fulfill that glorious calling to worship. We have 
worshipped online. We have spread out throughout our 
buildings, in masks, without a lot of personal contact. 
Throughout the course of the pandemic, many have 

exercised different options at different times based on the 
risk level. As Easter rolls around this year, we want you to 
grab every opportunity to satisfy that primary calling we 
have to worship our Risen Lord together.  
 
During Holy Week, we will continue to offer our 
Livestream worship services, while our in-person services 
will be masked and as socially distanced as we can. On 
Maundy Thursday we will offer two services, both at 
7:00pm, one in the sanctuary and one in the Barclay 
Building (which will be livestreamed). For our in-person 
worshippers, we will also be serving communion together 
in celebration of the Last Supper. On Easter Sunday, we 
will host three in-person services—in the Barclay at 
8:15am, again at 9:30am (which will be livestreamed), and 
11:00am in the sanctuary. Again, we will ask all 
worshippers to be masked and try to remain at least six 
feet apart during the worship services.  
 
God embodies our worship. He desires our worship. He 
enjoys our worship. Come! Let us worship and adore Him! 
 
To the Praise of His Glory, Henry 

With the exception of Easter Sunday, onsite worship 
continues at 9:30 (Barclay) and 11:00 (Sanctuary). If you 
are unable to be with us in person, you can view the 
worship service as it happens live on your computer or 
mobile device with just a few simple steps.  
 
 Log onto hebrononline.org/worship/livestream 
 Click the link to go to our YouTube page 
 Approximately 5 minutes before the service starts, at 

9:25 am, the livestream video will appear on the 
YouTube page. 

 
Can’t watch at 9:30? The video will be available using the 
same link at the conclusion of the service. All past 
services will continue to be available on the YouTube 
page moving forward. 

A copy of Hebron’s 2020 Annual Report is now available 

at the Sanctuary and Barclay entrances.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-I7GtK0Ig0BNucs5Ye0b-w/live
https://hebrononline.org/worship/livestream/HEBRON2K19SVR/redirectedfolders/loisw/My%20Documents/3CX%20MyPhone
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2020 Financial Report                                                                           By Keith Balkey 

Ed. Note: The following article is taken from Hebron’s 
recently published 2020 Annual Report. Copies are 
available at the Sanctuary and Barclay entrances. In 
addition to this article from Keith Balkey, Stewardship 
Chair, are reports from Doug, Henry, the Deacons, and 
Trustees, as well as the 2020 statistical report and 
financial detail. Pick up a copy to see how Hebron 
navigated this most challenging year. 
 
2020 can be best described as… unexpected. 
During the first quarter last year Hebron celebrated the 
official re-launch of the Barclay Building with the newly 
constructed permanent stage. With the next step of 
identifying further capabilities to serve our community 
with our facilities, COVID-19 impacted our way of life as 
our routine livelihoods quickly came to a halt mid-March. 
By the end of the quarter, in person worship and church 
activities came to a halt and Hebron was facing a $70,000 
deficit. 
 
The second and third quarters were a roller coaster ride as 
staff and session navigated the ever-changing landscape 
of restrictions to determine the best way to continue to 
worship to the Praise of His Glory. In order to help offset a 

There are many challenges to raising young people. Not 
the least of these challenges is that kids and teenagers are 
changing so quickly before our eyes. Sometimes these 
changes can seem to be happening overnight. It can be 
scary, frustrating, and you may often feel like you are not 
a good parent. I want to assure you if you are feeling that 
way you are not alone and likely doing the best you can to 
love your kids. Keep it up! But for those moments when 
there seem to be no answers, I want to make you aware 
of some resources that might be helpful.  
 
Down in the youth rooms I am beginning to compile books 
for a library specifically geared to parents who are trying 
to raise their kids in the faith. As of now it is only a few 
books on a shelf, but you are welcome to take any of them 
home to read. Some are simply reference books while 
others aim to be general guides in how to approach 
parenting. Feel free to browse through the books if you 
happen to be around the youth rooms. If you are 
interested in getting your hands on some resources as a 
parent or maybe just an adult who cares, I would be more 
than happy to help you find one that may be helpful!  
 

potential year-end deficit, Hebron did apply for and receive 
a loan from the Payroll Protection Program.  The funds were 
applied to offset staff costs throughout the year. It is 
anticipated that Hebron qualifies to have the loan converted 
to a grant in 2021. 
 
Hebron entered the fourth quarter with a $25,000 deficit.  
Any sense of normalcy was again interrupted as COVID 
cases ramped up in November/December and the difficult 
decision to not hold in-person worship on Christmas Eve 
was made out of an abundance of caution for the safety of 
the congregation. If nothing else, 2020 reminded us of 
God’s Sovereignty and why we remain faithful during the 
most uncertain of times. Concerns of a deficit were erased 
with a large December give and Hebron ended the year with 
a $53,000 surplus. A portion of these funds will quickly be 
moved to the maintenance escrow fund in 2021 as it was 
not funded as part of the 2020 budget.  
 
As our world emerges from the COVID-19 pandemic in 2021, 
how Hebron emerges from a return to normalcy will shape 
whether we begin to grow our revenues again, or if we need 
to realign our financial expectations to a “new normal”. 

As of right now, the book I will highlight and recommend is 
called The Space Between by Dr. Walt Mueller. It is a short 
read, just over one hundred pages, and covers 
developmental stages of adolescents in a readable way. 
Mueller also writes from a distinctly Christian perspective, 
often adding reflections from Scripture on how to lead our 
children in a meaningful faith. If a parent wants just one 
book on Christian parenting of teenagers, this would be my 
first recommendation. The book concludes with this 
passage, “May the God who is parenting you bless you as 
you parent your teenager. And may God make you a 
blessing to your kids.” (p. 120). It is a book written with 
grace that is well researched and well worth the time. 
 
I will keep my eyes out for other resources to add in the 
future, including video series or audiobooks for those who 
are less interested in books. It is no easy thing raising 
teenagers. They are always changing and it is hard to keep 
up. That is what this library is about. It is about helping us 
understand our teenagers and express our love to them as 
we guide them into a meaningful life of faith and service to 
God. If you want to know more feel free to email me at 
derickk@hebrononline.org or text me at 814-661-5149. 

A Library for Parents                                                                               By Derick Kelly 

mailto:derickk@hebrononline.org
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Children’s Ministry                                                                                 by Ellen Dillard 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are so excited about our FIRST EVER Hebron Kidz "Cake-Off"!  SO, grab your aprons and chef hats and plan to join us 
Saturday, March 27, 10:00-11:30 am. Our morning includes cake decorating and a time of worship as we look ahead to 
Resurrection Sunday. This event is designed for preschool and elementary families. 
 

Onsite and Zoom Families will: 
*  Receive 2 cake layers and a container of icing!   
*  Provide their own toppings needed to create their Easter/Spring masterpiece!    
*  Start at the same time and be given 30 minutes to decorate their cake! 
*  Compete against other families to see who comes out on top with the best decorated cake! 
 
Onsite Families will: 
*  Have their own table to spread out and create! 
*  Receive a cake box to take their creation home! 
 
Zoom Families will: 
* Pick-up their cake/icing on Friday, March 26 - 5:00-6:00 pm at the Barclay Building.  

 
Pre-registration is required for Onsite and Zoom.  

Please note that we are only able to host 15 families Onsite; unlimited on ZOOM! 
 

Use the links below to pre-register your family.  
 
ONSITE Family Registration - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4aafaa28a7f94-cake  (Masks for 3-year-olds and up.) 
ONLINE Zoom Family Registration - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4aafaa28a7f94-cake1 

 
Reach out to me if you have any questions! Ellen Dillard – 724-875-2243 or hebronkidz15235@gmail.com 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4aafaa28a7f94-cake
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4aafaa28a7f94-cake
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4aafaa28a7f94-cake1
mailto:hebronkidz15235@gmail.com
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Children’s Ministry, cont. 

 
Family Holy Week Kit  

 
Help bring the Easter story to life for your family through the Holy Week Kit. This is not meant to replace 
your family’s traditional Easter activities, but to help your kids learn more about Jesus’ sacrifice and victory 
over death. 
 
Kits will be available: 
 Friday, March 26 at the “Cake-Off” pick-up for online families at the Barclay Building 
 Saturday, March 27 at the “Cake-Off” at the Barclay Building 
 Sunday, March 28 in the Children’s Wing 

4th/5th Grade - Nerf and Nugget Night  
 

Friday, February 26, 6-7:30 pm in the Barclay 
 
Join your leaders and friends in the Barclay Building for a night of fun and games! Friends are welcome.  Let me 
know if you have friends coming so we have enough food! Hebronkidz15235@gmail.com or 724.875.2243/Ellen 

mailto:Hebronkidz15235@gmail.com
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It was a beautiful blue-skied sunny morning on that 
Saturday in February in 2017. I had never been to Hebron 
Church; I had always just “heard” of this beloved place. I 
was the guest speaker at the annual Heart Breakfast. Little 
did I know that the invite to speak on that sunny winter 
day was the beginning of a call and a journey our family 
would take… I had no idea. 
 
Think back to February 2020. The Barclay Building had just 
reopened. People were pumped! The energy was high, 
the room was packed with red adornment, and the food 
was delicious and savory. The testimonies were God-
glorifying and it was a wonderful morning together. Little 
did we know that most of us would not be gathering like 
that in a big social setting for almost a year!… We had no 
idea. 

Little did we know that on February 13, 2021 we would 
have over 50 women gather on Zoom to rededicate our 
hearts to Him! It was a wonderful morning. The Women’s 
Ministry Leadership Team wrestled and struggled with 
how to faithfully hold out the Word of life to our Hebron 
women, yet seek to go beyond ourselves in intentional 
outreach. The Lord went before us in this venue—and 
clearly guided every step of the way. We had a fabulous 
morning of teaching and discussion: our hearts being first 
and foremost called to be lovers of God, not of other 
people, or activities, or our families/children, or issues we 
are passionate about. We were instructed to love God 
passionately with our ALL. It was a morning of thinking 
through what it means that we so often have a divided 
heart. God desires an undivided heart that is ours through 
Christ Jesus—the One from whom we have received this 
heart transplant. We are the beneficiaries. He is the 

donor.  We have no idea the extent to which He sought us 
out and saved us. No idea. 

 

Lastly, after the teaching we had two fun activities 
together—preparing Bibles to be given away to the 
unchurched or a person we have contact with who 
desperately needs God’s Word. And, cookie decorating 
101! It was wonderful. We were encouraged to mark up, 
highlight, and pray over this Bible, to be given away and 
shared. We also were instructed on how to decorate some 
lovely Valentine cookies to give away to neighbors and 
people who may be unreached with the Gospel. We pray 
this simple effort builds bridges with us and to our Hebron 
Church as we give them a personal invite, and ultimately, 
to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ our Lord. This is our 
Lord’s primary idea and purpose in all things. 
 
Ultimately, God had the idea for this virtual event and 
shared it with us. We have no idea how gathering, 
preparing the Scriptures to be given away, and a feeble 
effort of cookie sharing across this region could bring Him 
glory and advance His kingdom. But He knows. The Lord 
doesn’t just have ideas. The Lord executes all things. He 
upholds all things. He sustains all things “by the Word of 
His power”. (Hebrews 1:3). We give Him great glory for the 
fun we had and for the way He may use this event. We 
have no idea. But He does!   

Women’s Ministry: Hearts for Him                                                        by Kelly Knapp 
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East Liberty Family Health Care Center                                            by Jerry Zeilstra 

East Liberty Family Heath Care Center’s mission is “to 

witness to God’s love, known in Jesus Christ, by 

empowering our patients through community centered, 

whole-person quality health care for all, which includes 

those who are uninsured, underinsured, and 

underserved.” Their core values are: Christ-centeredness, 

Prayer, Responsibility, Family, Service, and Wholeness. 

I spent a couple of hours on their website in the last 

month reading about all the things they are doing and 

how God continues to provide for them as they work out 

their mission statement and core values. I would highly 

recommend you check it out. 

One interesting thing I discovered is that ELFHCC is a free 

COVID-19 testing site with self-test kits being provided by 

Allegheny County Health Department.  Information on 

registering for a free COVID-19 self-test is available on 

their website at https://www.elfhcc.com.    

In 2019, rather than simply offer monthly support to help 

offset operating costs, Hebron’s Mobilization Team  

determined to invest $2,000 this year to be used by the 

staff to give Bibles and other biblical literature to patients 

who are interested.  

On our website at hebrononline.org/about-us/missions you 

will find a short paragraph about ELFHCC and of all the 

mission agencies we support, as well as a link to their 

website. In my opinion, it makes for some good reading 

and it’s a means to know about each of our mission 

agencies. It also gives you an opportunity to sign up to have 

their newsletters sent to your email.  It’s worth it.                           

                                                         

Greetings from the North Side of Pittsburgh!  I'm so 

incredibly grateful for the prayers, encouragement and 

support of my Hebron Church family during a past year 

like none other. As an organization that ministers on the 

front lines amongst youth and families, the restrictions 

and guidelines of the COVID-19 pandemic have altered 

many of the ways Urban Impact can gather with youth, 

but in no way has stifled the Good News of Christ from 

going forth and lives being transformed!   

Praise God that during the stay at home orders and 

advisories of last Spring and Summer, over 87,000 meals 

were delivered to North Side youth experiencing food 

insecurity. Furthermore, thanks to the generosity of 

Christ's body, nearly 100 families in need were blessed 

with weekly groceries. During that time, when Urban 

Impact's in person programs had to be brought to a halt, 

a movement of the Spirit facilitated the launch of 15 new 

student Bible Studies, which met virtually on Zoom. 

When a handful of our programs received approval to 

return this past summer, Hebron played a huge role in 

making that possible, as VBS families gathered cleaning, 

hygiene and sanitation supplies which were used to help 

keep Urban Impact's program environments safe for all 

participants. 

Urban Impact                                                                                   By Andrew Churchill 

While restrictions on indoor gatherings and limited facilities 

has led to the cancellation of some of Urban Impact's 

traditional winter ministries including our Middle School 

Basketball League, it has opened up new doors for more 

youth and volunteers to dig into God's Word. Please pray 

for the more than 20 Urban Impact Bible Studies that are 

currently meeting weekly, including a group of 9-year- old-

boys that I’m leading through a study of the Book of Mark. 

In a season that has brought much trial, hardship and loss, 

we can rejoice and give thanks that our God is the same 

yesterday, today and tomorrow, and His promises endure! 

Pre-game Prayer During COVID 

https://elfhcc.com/
https://hebrononline.org/about-us/missions
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