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Recently I was out to dinner with a
man who’s made a career out of
raising money for the cause of Christ.
He has one simple dictum by which he
approaches people of means. He says,
“You can’t take your money with you,
it’s too heavy.”
Now lest you think he’s only talking to
those who possess great estates, he’s
not. He says, “Our money’s too heavy
at every point of our lives, and at any
net worth. It’s always weighing us
down. As fallen, fleshly creatures, we
live in constant fear of not having
enough. In fact, it’s that fear that is the
single greatest impediment to our
growing faith.”
That’s the story of Zacchaeus. That’s
the story Jesus tells of the man who
finds hidden treasure buried in the
field and goes and sells all he has to
buy that field. That’s why Jesus spends
so much of His time on the power of
possessions in our lives. He knows that
while He created us to be generous,
out of fear we are naturally stingy.
In 1927 George Washington Truett was
asked to preach in a small church. Now
Truett had come to Dallas, at age 30,
to pastor the First Baptist Church of
Dallas. He pastored that church for 47
years. During this time he discovered
the unassailable link between
generosity and spiritual growth. So this
little church in West Texas invited
Truett to come and preach and help
them raise money to build their first

new building. The price tag was
$6,500.

the back, gets up, walks forward,
and receives Christ.

While a lot of Presbyterians wish to
remain anonymous about their
giving, these Baptists were fond of
shouting out their commitments. At
the end of Truett’s message on
slaying fear by giving freely to Jesus,
a man stands up and says, “I’ll give
$200.” Immediately a woman stands
up and shouts, “I’ll give $250.” After
about 30 minutes they’ve raised
$3,500, and no one else stands, so
Truett begins his benediction.

Truett writes, “When it was over,
there were dozens of new names
written down in glory while the
church got twice as much money as
they needed. There was a thousand
times more joy than I’ve ever seen
in one place.”

Suddenly a woman interrupts
shouting, “Dr. Truett, I just need a
minute to talk to my husband.” Now
her husband was a deacon who was
sitting in the front row of the
sanctuary, and she was in the back.
So she shouts, “Hey Charles, I was
just thinking, remember that man at
the bank yesterday who said that if
we ever wanted to get rid of our
cottage he’d buy it for $3,500 twice its value? I think we ought to
sell it and give Jesus the money,
what do you think?”
He stands up, faces his wife, and
with tears he says, “You know, I was
just thinking the same thing. Let’s
sell our cottage for Jesus!” Instantly,
the flood gayes open. A man across
the sanctuary stands up and says,
“I’ll sell my boat.” Another stands
and says, “I’ll sell my car.” And while
all of this is happening a woman near
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That man is right. When God
creates us and redeems us, it is so
we might become generous, like
Him. And of all the things that stand
in the way of it, fear is the strongest
foe. That’s why John says, “Perfect
love casts out fear.”

News from the APNC
The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) has
been meeting monthly since August 2019. Hebron’s
Ministry Information Form (MIF) has been completed and
the final copy was approved by Session on January 20,
2020.

which has captured our hearts and has called us to
show Him to the world. It is our desire in all that we say
and do, to represent Jesus to all people, everywhere.
At Hebron we seek to grow in the grace and knowledge
of Jesus Christ and equip the saints for the work of
ministry (Eph. 4:12), through a 3-prong discipleship
model. First, we seek to grow deeply in our knowledge
of God and His written Word. We do this principally
through “Groves”. Groves are small gatherings of
members and guests who meet together weekly to
study the Scriptures. Groves are held on and off
campus throughout the year in two or three 12 to 15
week sessions. The beauty of Groves is that people sign
up before each session, allowing for a regular
intermixing of new and experienced “students”. In
addition to digging deeply into God’s Word, we are
committed to fostering growing relationships where
people can be known and cared for. It is our conviction
that spiritual growth occurs on relational bridges. It is
our goal to foster these relationships from the
superficial to ones that are deep and abiding. Finally,
we are committed to engaging our people in the work
of ministry beyond our walls through a growing number
of local ministries we have bred or identified as likeminded partners. Throughout the years God has blessed
Hebron to achieve our goals with an ever-growing
number of saints doing the work of ministry and
showing God to the world.

The MIF provides a narrative picture of the ministry of
Hebron and mission of our congregation along with its
sense of call. Prospective pastors will use this form to help
them discern if God is calling them to serve at our church.
The MIF is now posted on the Church Leadership
Connections (CLC) website. (You can also view it by going to
hebrononline.org/resources)
The APNC is now in the process of prayerfully considering
and thoroughly reviewing the Personal Information Forms
(PIFs) from candidates that are received through the CLC.
Following the 2020 budget discussions in November, the
Session has adjusted the target date for the hiring of the
Associate Pastor to January 2021.
Also included on the CLC website are our answers to 5
narrative questions. They are: (1) What is the
congregation’s vision for ministry? Describe how this vision
is lived out; (2) How do you feel called to reach out to
address the emerging needs of your community or
constituency?; (3) How will this position help you to reach
your vision and mission goals?; (4) Provide a description of
the characteristics needed by the person who is open to
being called to this congregation; (5) For what specific
tasks, assignments, and program areas will this person have
responsibility?
Each week beginning in March we will be posting our
answers to one of those questions in the Enewsletter. As a
preview, here is the answer to Question #1:

Please keep the APNC in your prayers as they undertake
this very important task. APNC members are: Geoff
Gehring (chair), Amy Hehn (co-chair), Doug Keim, David
Mills, Steff Knabe, Steve Sanders, Kristy Tomashewski,
Lona Wilson, and advisors - Bill Martin & Henry Knapp.

The vision for Hebron’s ministry is simple. We seek to be
used by God to show Himself to the world to the praise of
His glory. In John 14:6,7 Jesus says, “I am the way, and
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you had known me, you would have
known my Father also. From now on you do know him
and have seen him.” We believe that there is one
complete and sufficient revelation of the triune God and
that is the Lord Jesus Christ. It is He, in all His fullness,
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On the “Movement” of Worship

Henry Knapp

Its hard to define “worship”. Kinda embarrassing to admit
that, being that it is my chosen profession and all, yet it’s
true: “worship” is a tough concept to define.

everyone along the road is driven to their knees, not in
fear, not in shame, but simply in awe and in love. In
hushed silence everyone is overwhelmed with His
presence. Everyone is well aware that they are kneeling
before the Holy One. As He allows and enjoys the shouts of
praise, He now allows and enjoys the awed, reverent
silence.

I like to think of worship as an intermingling and interplay
of three physical movements—shouting with joy, bowing
down, and being embraced by the Lord.
Picture a large crowd lining the roadway in anticipation of
the homecoming of your victorious, beloved King.
Surprisingly, He has announced His coming, and the people
have responded by dropping what they were doing,
leaving all, and rushing to meet Him. Off in the distance
you see His friends, and you know His coming is near.

Yet He does not keep His people this way. Individually and
collectively, He raises the crowd to its feet—as He lifts you
up, you are conscious only of His love, acceptance, and
grace. And then, He calls you to come to Him, and
embraces you! (How He embraces the entire crowd
individually, you’ll never know.) Wrapped in His arms, you
hear Him speak—the words of your King!

First, bubbling with excitement, the crowd is hopping up
and down, trying to see Him come, eagerly chattering
about how great it will be when He arrives. Older folks in
the crowd are telling the younger ones all about the
goodness and glory of the coming One. People are sharing
stories of the King’s victories and mercies. Suddenly,
someone in the crowd starts a chant, proclaiming His
wonders; enthusiastically, everyone joins in. Soon, the
entire roadway is cheering together—almost yelling—the
praises of your King! It’s impossible to be part of that
crowd and not feel the power, not join them in shouting
with joy for the One who comes!

It would be easy to be overwhelmed at this point, but the
power of His words refuse to be lost. His commands are
gentle. His love has force and power. His praise motivates.
His encouragement empowers. Even His judgments feel
freeing. As you bury yourself further and further into His
presence, all fear is gone. All hesitation flees away. There is
nothing but the King! Filled with the security of having
been gripped by His love, the King sends you forth as His
friend. You go, not simply remembering His embrace, but
continually filled with His presence. The crowd dissipates
and returns to their lives, but not really… for you have
been touched by the King, and your life will never be the
same!

And then… He comes! As He draws near, the cheering
swells with unbearable excitement, and then,
spontaneously, the acclaim suddenly dies off. The power is
still present. Indeed, it is even more overwhelming than
before, yet the crowd, rather than voice its praise, is
hushed into awed silence. There He stands! The One you
have been waiting for, been singing of… He is here! As He
passes through the crowd He both rises above it, and yet is
able to make personal contact with each and every
individual. He sees! And at that look—a look of majesty…
and mercy, a look of authority… and love—at that look,

That’s the opportunity we have every Sunday - to drop
everything that we are doing, come into His presence with
the crowd, sing praises to Him, bow in prayer, be
embraced by Him as we hear His Word, and go forth filled
with His presence - never to be the same.
To the praise of His Glory! Henry

Annual Congregational Meeting - March 1
Barclay Building
The Annual Congregational Meeting to review the 2019 Annual Report and approve the pastor’s
terms of call will be held after the 11:00 service in the Barclay Building. Join us for lunch from the
"O" with a brief meeting to follow. Copies of the Annual Report are available at the church
entrances.
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Children’s Ministry

By Ellen Dillard

Save the Date for VBS - the Very.Best.Week of the Summer
July 19-23
Kids Ages 4 (as of 9/1/2020 & diaper free)
through 5th (grade completed)
Kidz will have a blast as they discover how to trust in what they
CAN’T see because of what they CAN see by putting their FOCUS
on God and His amazing plan for us!
We hope YOU and YOUR kidz will join us for the Best Week of
the Summer as we explore four different ways we can FOCUS on
God.

Join us Saturday, April 4th, 10:00 to noon @ the Barclay Building
Invite your friends for a morning of games and fun. Together families will hear the amazing truth of God’s
salvation plan through Jesus.
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Children’s Ministry, cont.

Hey parents! Perhaps you've heard about the "5 Love Languages". But have you ever thought of
applying this to the way you show love to your kids?
This podcast interview with Gary Chapman offers incredible insight into how we can parent our kids
in a way that loves them the way God wired them to feel loved! You won't want to miss out on this
one. Check out the Parent Cue Podcast at theparentcue.org/podcast. This one is currently on their
home page - Best of - dated July 5, 2018.

Parents: Save the date April 24-25 for a Hebron Parenting Retreat!
This will be a fabulous time for parents to meet
together and learn of God's purpose in parenting,
and what makes Christian parenting distinctly
"Christian". Join us for a time of learning, discussion,
reflection, break-outs, fellowship, food, and
connection with each other as we explore different
biblical insights and practical help on raising
children to the honor and glory of God!
No childcare provided - so secure your childcare
now (some financial scholarship/assistance for
childcare needs may be directed to Kelly
Knapp/Ellen Dillard). We want you to attend.
Leaders: Henry and Kelly Knapp and Gordon and
Ruth Ann Slippy.
Details - TBA (this is a Friday night and all day
Saturday event until late afternoon. No overnight).
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Prepared and Thankful

Barrett Hendrickson
practical theology over these years.

In January 2015, I went into Doug’s office with an idea that
would change my life. What if I went to seminary to get a
Masters in Theological Studies to help me be a better
worship leader? Doug had a better idea. He thought an
MDiv would serve everyone better (there’s a 40 credit
difference in those two degrees). I figured he was right,
and so we started to look for schools.

At least twice a year, I’d leave church on a certain Sunday
in January and July, get on the same 4:30ish Southwest
flight and head to Orlando to see my classmates for a week.
We’d sit through lectures, and hammer the professors with
questions from 9 to 9, and then go relax around a fire with
some beverages. I’ve made some great friends from around
the world because of this program.

The first one I applied to would have required me to move
to St. Louis within a year. But then we found Reformed
Theological Seminary-Orlando and their brand-new Hybrid
MDiv. This program would allow me to continue leading
worship at Hebron while working on my studies. Session
approved of a plan to invest in my education, and we were
on our way.

On February 18, 2020, I spent the day at our kitchen table
writing. At about 10:00 pm I had finished writing and
editing my final research paper. I hit the “send” button, and
that was it. No more lectures and forced reading. I was
done with my MDiv work.
What we thought was instruction to be a better worship
leader has morphed into preparation to lead a church.
There’s no way in 2015 I would have ever thought that this
is the reason why I was going to seminary, but it is clear.
The Lord has been preparing me for this next phase all my
life.

On August 10, 2015 I walked to my in-laws’ neighborhood
pool in Vero Beach, Florida, excited to begin my first class,
Introduction to Pastoral and Theological Studies. I would
listen intently to Dr. James Anderson’s lectures on the 5
Solas and the 5 Points of Calvinism, while taking notes.
That may have been the most useful class I’ve had, as it
helped me understand better what I’d been hearing from
the pulpit for 35 years.

Thank you for all the encouragement. Thank you for the
finances to help me get this degree. Thank you for putting
up with my sometimes inappropriate use of what I’ve been
learning. Thank you for being willing to implement some of
my newly acquired ideas into worship.

For the next 4.5 years, I would put my kids to bed at 8:00
pm and go sit in my rocking chair in our bedroom and
read, listen, and take notes. I studied the Bible, biblical
languages, systematic theology, church history, and

Saturday, March 7
8:00 am
Fellowship Hall
RSVP at Hebrononline.org/men, contact Steve Sanders by email at sanderssm@upmc.edu
or phone (785-764-7862), or call the church office (412-371-2307)
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Ethnos 360

By Barbara Baesel

Dave and Fran Jordan have been missionaries in Prai,
Thailand for over 30 years. Dave has developed a Prai
written language and led the translation of the Bible into
the Prai language. Together he and Fran raised four
children and planted churches in several communities,
written Bible Studies, and trained leaders.
We recently received the following email:
Dear Friends at Hebron,
Thank you again so much for your help to us out here
through all the years. Just a reminder to you that you
were the first ones to support us. Back when we were in
missionary training you were already supporting
us. Thanks so much for being patient with us through so
many years. There is a lot here that we can still do but
the major building blocks have been laid. The church
does have what it needs to go on and continue sharing
the Gospel with the rest of the Prai people. Between
now and the end of March there will be two monumental
activities for the Prai church. The first will be the
presentation of the Prai Bible to them. The second will
be the appointment and dedication of the first group of

elders who will shepherd the church. Both are exciting
steps forward. Thanks again for your part in it all.
Dave and Fran Jordan
Ethnos 360
As a follow up: On March 1st the Prai Bible will be
celebrated and dedicated.
Note: The Jordans will be on leave in Pittsburgh late
April through June. Look for a future announcement
when they will be visiting here at Hebron.

East Liberty Family Health Care Center

by David Mulock

East Liberty Family Health Care Center (ELFHCC) is a
jewel of Christian health care right in our own back
yard. Many Hebronites are and have been involved in
providing care there, and many receive care there.
Hebron has provided support to ELFHCC for many years,
but as the Mobilization Team (i.e. Missions Committee)
reviewed our giving, it became clear that ELFHCC’s
budget is so large, and our contribution was relatively
small, that we began to consider where those funds
might be put to better use. We wanted these funds to be
more directly involved in advancing God’s kingdom; and
yet, ELFHCC’s ministry is such a Christ-honoring ministry,
that we wanted to continue to support them and share in
their service.

We are starting this endeavor by purchasing adult and
children's Bibles that the providers can distribute to
patients as they see the need. Our hope is that we can find
more ways to help ELFHCC fulfill their mission “to witness
to God's love, known in Jesus Christ, by empowering [their]
patients through community centered, whole-person
quality health care for all, which includes those who are
uninsured, underinsured, and underserved.”

We finally decided not to simply place these monies into
ELFHCC’s entire budget as we had been doing, but
instead to interact with the healthcare providers there to
see if we could help them in ministering to the spiritual
needs of their patients.

If you’d like to learn more about East Liberty Family Health
Care Center visit elfhcc.org.
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