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Ed Note: This month Doug shares the 

ninth and final installment in his series 

of “lessons learned.”  

One of the joys and struggles of being 

the only ordained minister in my 

extended family is that I am often called 

on to do marriages and funerals. Over 

my 38-year-ministry-life I have had 

many such opportunities. On one hand, 

it’s an honor to be asked. On the other 

hand, I have often thought, “Don’t you 

have a relationship with a church and a 

pastor you can call?” 

In the winter of 1989 I got a call from 

my brother and future sister-in-law 

asking if I would be willing to marry 

them in Georgia. After celebrating the 

news, I asked the obvious question, 

“What’s the date?” Lo and behold, they 

had scheduled it for my 34th birthday! 

“What a wonderful way to celebrate my 

birthday,” I thought. NOT! But, of 

course I said yes. 

So, Barb and I loaded the car and  

headed for Atlanta with our 2-year-old 

daughter at the end of August. To say 

that it was hot would be a huge 

understatement. To say that our station 

in life presented some challenges would 

also be an understatement, for not only 

were we family, we were also cleric and 

babysitter.  

But it isn’t the wedding itself that I have 

Sheep Breed Sheep         by Doug Rehberg 

often called to mind over the years, 

it’s the rehearsal. There I had the 

privilege to meet Rev. Dr. Raymond 

Cook. Dr. Cook was my sister-in-law’s 

grandfather. At the time he was in his 

mid-90s, having preached in Alabama 

and surrounding southern states for 

over 70 years. He was clearly the 

longest tenured pastor and preacher I 

had ever met. 

As we sat waiting for the rehearsal to 

begin we talked together. It was clear 

from the first moments of our 

discussion that he was the genuine 

article – kind, compassionate, grace-

filled, and in love with Jesus. It was in 

that first interaction that “Papa” 

made a statement that I’ve never 

forgotten. In fact, it has been an a 

priori assumption that has guided my 

ministry ever since. He said, “Doooug, 

if there’s one thing I’ve learned in all 

the years of my ministry it’s this – 

sheep breed sheep, shepherds don’t.” 

In Phillip Keller’s classic, A Shepherd 

Looks at Psalm 23, he writes, “The 

strange thing about sheep is that 

because of their very make-up it is 

almost impossible for them to be 

made to lie down unless four 

requirements are met. They must be 

free of all fear…free of friction with 

others…free of flies or parasites…free 

from hunger.” And it’s the task of the 

shepherds, the leaders of the church, 

to see that such freedom abounds in 

the church. 

That’s what I have seen develop at 

Hebron over the last 31 years. By 

the grace of God we have 

intentionally sought to foster an 

environment of safety, freedom, 

and acceptance. We’ve sought to 

live up to our name – HEBRON—a 

refuge, a place where everyone is 

known and accepted. That’s why 

we’ve eschewed legalism. That’s why 

we have so often repeated our 

principle purpose in ministry in 

phrases like: “Come and See”… Come 

and find your ministry”… ”Lord, we 

pray for an outward gaze”…“Digging 

deeper, connecting with others, and 

giving the Gospel away”…“Going 

beyond”…“God loves you for who 

you are, not for who you should 

be”…“Tell me about you.” It’s only in 

an environment of freedom that 

sheep lie down. It’s only in an 

environment of freedom that sheep 

breed sheep – bringing others, as 

Philip did, to Jesus. 

It was 32 years ago, but I remember 

his words as if they were spoken 

yesterday. I’ve had the chance to see 

the power of those words for only 

half the time Dr. Cook did, but their 

truth knows no expiration date. 
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Gratitude           By Henry Knapp 

Update from the Hebron Community Center—HCC    by Jen Balkey 

donations, had between 17-20 trunks - individuals, 

families, and organizations - and a ballpark 170-200 

persons attend!!!  

We are in the planning stage for our next event - a 

Community New Year’s Eve Event!!! Keep your eyes and 

ears open for more information as this event takes shape. 

Also please pray for the many aspects that have to be 

attended to for this event to be a success! 

You may be curious about the ministry as a whole. Are we 

just big community events? The answer is no. We are in 

the process of working out what all we will be able to 

offer, when, how, etc. 

We intend for the HCC to engage the community largely in 
3 different ways:  events (Trunk or Treat, NYE), activities 
(neighborhood clean-ups, community exercise groups, 
etc.), and programs (community computer partnership, 
sports leagues, regular Bible/discussion groups, after 
school activities, etc.).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hello!!! I am taking this opportunity to share a couple quick 

updates on our progress and plans!  

As you can see here, we now have a logo and we have a 

website!! Please be patient as we add content - but you can 

find us at: HebronCC.org and on Facebook @HCCpgh. 

Hopefully you will begin to see this image more often and 

consider praying for this ministry when you do.  

Our inaugural event - the ‘Trunk or Treat’ - was an 

encouragement and was made successful by the support 

and prayers of many. We had several businesses make 

“I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering 
you in my prayers.” – St. Paul to the Ephesians 
 
I’m a big Christmas fan—I love the songs, the snow, the 
smells, the Hallmark movies. Unfortunately, I live with 
Mrs. Humbug. Actually, not true—Kelly likes Christmas, 
but LOVES Thanksgiving. So, as Thanksgiving has just 
passed, Advent is upon us, and Christmas is coming, I 
want to focus on gratitude, thanksgiving for all that our 
Lord has done. 
 
Gratitude: the sense of gratefulness and thanksgiving. Let 
me begin with a very specific recognition of Doug and his 
ministry. Looking back, I am filled with gratitude about the 
clear call the Lord gave us to come to Hebron almost 
three years ago. I had always heard of Doug and his 
ministry in Pittsburgh, and am blessed to have been able 
to witness Doug and Barb’s ministry firsthand. I am 
grateful for their Christ-centered focus, and their work of 
building and sustaining this wonderful church. From 
gratitude to prayer—may our God richly bless them in 
their new fields of service. 
 
Gratitude: expressions of thankfulness. Secondly, during 

this time of transition, upheaval, change, and uncertainty, I 
am grateful for the elders and staff of Hebron. We have 
experienced many highs and lows together recently—
staffing adjustments, COVID concerns, redirected 
emphases, and Sunday morning changes—and through it 
all the leadership at the church has sought to be faithful, 
thoughtful, and prayerful. What more could we be grateful 
for, than that God has led this church to lean on men and 
women who are committed passionately to Him? From 
gratitude to prayer—may we continue to experience God’s 
work in our midst. 
 
Gratitude: the awareness of Christ-in-all. Finally, as 
Christmas approaches, I thank my Lord and Savior for 
allowing me to serve in a congregation such as this. I am 
thankful that you have responded to the call to adjust our 
worship times, attend Sunday morning classes, continue to 
prioritize the Word, each other, and committed service, as 
well as “field adjust” with me as we long to see what God 
has for us into the future. Thank you for worshipping, 
growing, and serving together! From gratitude to prayer—
may we continue to be “to the praise of His glory!” 
 
Kelly and I are praying for you and wish you all a VERY 
Merry Christmas! In Christ’s love,  Henry 
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Cookie Bake and Give                      by Ellen Dillard 

It’s Christmas! And that means it’s time to celebrate!  As Christ followers we have the biggest 

reason EVER to celebrate and His name is Jesus, God’s one and only Son and greatest gift!   

Christmas cookies have become a part of our celebrations.  This year, through the gift of 

cookies, we have the opportunity to share Jesus’ love with the businesses in our 

neighborhood. 

Date: Saturday, December 11 

Time: 9:30-11:30 AM 

Location: Fellowship Hall 

What to bring: Ingredients and supplies (mixing bowls, mixers or any special supplies) needed to make your favorite 

Christmas cookies.   

 

We’ll provide: Measuring cups and spoons, cookie sheets, ovens, and boxes to put cookies in for delivery. 

 

 

Sign up with Ellen, HebronKidz15235@gmail.com. 

Sunday Morning…A Look Ahead 

December 11 -  

           Cookie Bake and Give—9:30 - 11:30 AM 

           Family Cookie Bake for businesses in our neighborhood 

December 24 -  

           Family Christmas Eve Candle Lighting Service @ 4:00 PM, Barclay Building 

December 26 and January 2nd -  

10:15 Kidz Small Groups - Do Not Meet 

9:00 and 11:15 Nursery and Toddler Small Groups Meet 

January 9 -   

       10:15 Small Groups for Babies through 5th Grades 

           9:00 and 11:15 Nursery and Toddler Small Groups Meet 

 

Wednesday, Kidz Club…A Look Ahead 

December 1 – Kidz Club, 6:00-7:30pm 

December 8 – Kidz Club Christmas Party, 6:00-7:30pm 

                     Wear your Christmas red and green! 

                     Last gathering of the year! 

January 5 – Kidz Club Begins, 6:00-7:30pm 
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Children’s Ministry, cont.       By: Ellen Dillard 

 

How are you celebrating Christmas this year? As you look 

ahead and begin to plan, we remember why we celebrate 

Christmas in the first place.  

  

We know that Christmas is about Jesus, but sometimes it’s 

just too easy to think Christmas is about lights and 

decorations and presents.  It’s important that we stay 

focused on the truth of what we celebrate.  

“God so loved the world that He gave His one and only 

Son. Anyone who believes in Him will not die but will have 

eternal life.” John 3:16 

 

4th/5th Graders—Save The Dates…details to follow 

Jesus is the best gift God ever gave us. God sent Jesus – 

the Savior of the world to rescue us from our sin! When 

we put our faith and trust in Jesus, we can have a 

relationship with God now and forever.   

 

Join us Christmas Eve as we remember the Christmas 

story and praise God for the greatest gift the world has 

ever known – Jesus.  We will gather @ 4:00 pm in the 

Barclay for our Family Christmas Eve Candle Lighting 

Worship Service. After the service, families are invited to 

enjoy the hot chocolate bar and Christmas cookies.  

Nerf and Nugget Night 

Date: Friday, January 21st 

Time: 7:00-8:30pm 

Spring Fall Fusion Retreat 

Date: April 30 – May 1st 

Location: Pine Springs Camp 

The Advent Box provides a fun and simple way for families to grow together spiritually this 
Christmas season. Advent is a time of expectation and hope for the birth of Jesus but also when 
He comes again. 

Inside each box are items to create a nativity and devotional cards for kidz to learn through the 
Scriptures and discussions as a family. 
 
Family Advent Boxes are available Sunday, November 28, at both services. 



5 

 

 

It is a bittersweet time. I’ve been able to reflect and 

lament with our Women’s Ministry Leadership Team as 

my role here as Women’s Ministry Coordinator wraps up 

at the end of November. God has been so faithful and 

consistent in His pursuit and providential care for me. 

Little did I know in the beginning of the year, or even the 

beginning of the summer, what God had planned for this 

fall. In my articles here and our WM events we have used 

the imagery of gardening in our life as Christians. In the 

happenings of our days, God is at work - even when we 

don’t acknowledge it!  

I would never have imagined that, as the seasons turned 

and entered into a time of rest (end of the growing 

season), that my time leading this ministry would be 

coming to an end. I know and trust that God will continue 

to work through the winter and into the spring when the 

ground rests and prepares for the new growth of spring. 

One thing has to end for another to begin. God has a plan 

and design in all of His creation - the changes of the 

seasons and the transitions in our lives. 

This past month we had an in-house Women’s Ministry 

Retreat - A Harvest Worth Gathering - where one of the 

Scripture passages speaker Nicole Carin used was from 

John 15. In this teaching we were to consider the biblical 

instruction about vines and how that might relate to our 

lives as Christian women. The goal of having vines is to 

gather a harvest to be enjoyed. The Bible teaches on the 

functions of the vine and how to tend to the vines so that 

they produce the choicest fruit possible. It takes many 

growth seasons, careful attention, and consistent care to 

reap a bountiful harvest. My continued prayer will be for 

each of us to allow God to continue tending to our vines 

through the work of the Holy Spirit, our worship and 

personal relationship to our LORD, as well as our 

relationships one to another.  

I’ve included 2 final pictures - one of our speaker during 

our retreat and one of me following our retreat - wearing 

a shirt that says, “GROW THROUGH WHAT YOU GO 

THROUGH,” that I thought was perfectly apt for the 

retreat (an additional shirt of the same design was gifted 

to our speaker) and holding a lovely bouquet that was a 

sweet parting gift from my Women’s Ministry team. This 

shirt and others can be found at faithreignsapparel.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s been a blessing to be used and grow alongside you all. 

Blessings to you all!!  

His Providential Care       By: Jen Balkey 

Remember/Honor your loved one(s) by purchasing a poinsettia for the Sanctuary this Christmas. Your 

loved one's name will be listed in a bulletin insert on December 19. Send your check for $8.50 for each 

plant, payable to Hebron Church with your name and the name of your loved one. You may take your 

plant home with you after the 11:15 Service on December 19. Deadline to order is December 13.  
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People to Be Remembered This Christmas Season 

 

Because of the interest of the congregation in sharing the love and hope of Christmas 

through greeting cards and other remembrances, a flyer with names and addresses of those 

individuals has been provided and is available in the literature racks.  

From the Desk of Hebron U       By Kara Pennybaker 

The Hebron Youth Department has been on the move! 

Thank you to the members of Hebron Church who 

provided so much candy! The students played dizzy bat 

candy, had hot chocolate and apple cider. It was a 

wonderful party.  Talia Russell from our high school 

juniors group won best-carved pumpkin. We will have to 

put her up against Brendan Conaway and see who wins! 

Prayerfully this served as a wonderful alternative to 

Halloween. 

In November, our Middle School boys started a food 

gathering project as their monthly service project.  They 

invited the entire church to be a part of it. The Kidz 

Ministry alone collected over 591 items! The Women’s 

Ministry collected, as did the W.Y.L.D boys of Hebron U.  

On November 20th, 2021 the boys will distribute basics 

to families in need. Thank you to everyone who donated. 

Last, but not least, Laurelville. The trip to Laurelville was 

amazing. The Middle School students were able to 

experience fun in the sun, as well as in mud. The children 

had time in worship, Bible study, and lessons. Everything 

geared toward understanding the world was made 

originally by God and it was good! We as people were 

made to co-labor with God in helping the earth stay good. 

Once sin came in the world, ugly things came into the 

world. However, we still have a part to co-labor with God 

in making things good.  

Hebron U high school students will attend Laurelville 

December 3rd-5th.  

When I come to your mind, or the youth of Hebron U, 

continue to pray for the health of our children and adults. 

Pray for our seniors, as this is their last year in school and 

they are making major life decisions.  

Middle School Laurelville 

Talia Russell’s Design 

W.Y.L.D. Gather 
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Mission Partner Update—Pastor Yves      by Bruce Krogh 

Pastor Yves 

Urukundo Village and Learning Center 

Muhanga, Rwanda 

 

Urukundo Village and Learning Center was established in 

2008 to meet the physical, educational, and spiritual needs 

of children in Muhanga, the second largest city in the 

country of Rwanda. Over the years Urukundo (which means 

"love" in the local language) has expanded to meet needs of 

the entire community. In addition to the pre-school and 

primary school with over 1,000 students, Urukundo offers 

adult training at its Sewing Technical School, a fully 

equipped and professionally staffed Dental Clinic, a 

productive farm, clothing and supplies for mothers with 

newborn babies, and employment supporting over one 

hundred local families.  

Urukundo Worship Center is church home to many in the 

community, with Sunday morning worship services and a 

full-time pastor, Pastor Yves, who leads worship, preaches, 

and serves communion each Sunday. Pastor Yves is actively 

involved in the lives of his congregation performing 

baptisms, weddings, and funerals, visits with the sick, and 

prayer and counseling, especially through the difficult times 

of isolation and loss of income during COVID lockdowns. 

Each evening he also has a devotional time with the 

children and live-in staff at Urukundo Village, and he is a 

counselor at the Urukundo mental health program, working 

with families of troubled children. Speaking both English 

and Kinyarwanda, he is a tremendous help and blessing to 

Urukundo and the entire community.  

Hebron supports Pastor Yves through Hope Made Real, the 

U.S.-based nonprofit supporting Urukundo Village and 

Learning Center. Pastor Yves has asked us to also support 

him with our prayers. 

 

You can find more information about Urukundo Village and 
Learning Center and also sign up for the monthly newsletter 
at https://hopemadereal.org/ . 
 
 

Sunday worship at Urukundo Worship Center 

Pastor Yves 

The trustees would like to thank everyone for another successful cleanup day and 
everyone who helped fix leaky toilets, dripping faucets, changed out stained ceiling 
tiles, power washed the patio and light posts, cleaned flowerbeds, cut tree limbs, 
picked up leaves, cleaned kitchens, tidied up the Sanctuary, and so much more.  

https://hopemadereal.org/
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