Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
While we are apart from one another, let’s spend a little time looking at some of the songs and hymns we sing in worship in more depth.  This Sunday we will sing “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”, a hymn that is sung at all of our Sunday worship services.  It is a personal favorite of mine, so I thought I’d dissect it just a bit to discover more about what those words mean.
The first line’s lyrics “Tune my heart to sing Thy grace” go together so well with the last stanza’s “O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!” Though I am a debtor to the vast grace of our Savior, I still need to ask Him daily to tune my heart to sing His grace.  My heart can be yanked out of tune faster than a piano chucked down a flight of stairs. (Don’t try that at home.)  I need his constant tuning and refining of my heart so that I am singing of His grace in all that I do.
The second stanza reminds us of God’s past goodness, presence in our present, and His provision in our future.  “Hitherto Thy love has blest me; Thou hast brought me to this place; And I know Thy hand will bring me safely home by Thy good grace.”  Surely all of us can look back on times of God’s guiding hand in our lives.  That same guiding hand has brought us to this place, whether a place of peace or of turmoil, the same God who blessed us in the past is here with us in our present.  And the same unchanging, gracious God will continue to guide us through this life and on to our home with Him.
“Bind my wandering heart to Thee” Oh, does that resonate with me.  Tune my heart, then bind it to Yours, Savior.  I think that could be my anthem.  There is a story about the author of this song, Robert Robinson, that, while unverifiable, is an interesting anecdote.  It is said that a woman humming this song while riding in a stagecoach alongside Robinson stopped and asked him what he thought of the hymn.  He answered, “Madam, I am the poor, unhappy man who wrote that hymn many years ago, and I would give a thousand worlds, if I had them, to enjoy the feelings I had then.”   I know that when I tune my  heart to my own feelings, I am not only “prone to wonder, Lord” but I am almost undoubtably on my way to “leaving the God I love”.  Praise to Him who is able to “take our hearts and seal it for His courts above”! 


