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I was stunned. I had just sat through 
one of the most meaningful 
presentations of the Gospel in musical 
form I had ever heard. The power of the 
music was overwhelming, and the lyrics 
were straight from the Scriptures, every 
line. I was totally captivated, and 
couldn’t imagine anyone not feeling as 
awed as I was. So, I was stunned when 
my friend confessed that it really didn’t 
move him. WHAT???  
  
Reading between the lines, that seems 
to be the Apostle Paul’s reaction to 
folks when he shares his testimony—
“How can you not be excited about 
this?” Reading the book of Acts, it is 
impossible to miss the power of Paul’s 
conversion first described in Acts 9. 
Riding on his way to persecute 
Christians in a nearby city, Paul is struck 
down by the Lord and meets the Risen 
Lord Jesus. As Paul tells this story to the 
gathered people (Acts 22), to Felix (24), 
and to Agrippa (26), he wants them to 
feel the same awe, the same power 
that he felt and understood on the 
Damascus Road.  
  
Clearly Paul was overwhelmed by his 
meeting with Jesus… but, why? I mean, 
why was he so very taken by this 
interaction?  
  
I am intrigued by the possibility that 
Paul actually knew Jesus during Jesus’ 
earthly ministry. Although there is no 
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biblical evidence to the fact, 
numerous scholars have suggested 
this as a possibility given the 
geographic boundaries, population, 
and Jesus’ popularity. But, if Paul 
personally knew Jesus or not, he 
certainly knew of the teachings of 
Jesus, His claim to divinity, and about 
His crucifixion. And, in Paul's 
thinking, it was right for Jesus to die! 
It was proper for One who equated 
Himself with God to die, and to die as 
He did. Remember, “cursed is 
everyone who is hung on a 
tree” (Deuteronomy 21:23). Jesus was 
cursed. He was hung on a tree 
(crucified). He got what He deserved 
for blaspheming God. But then, Paul is 
thrown off his horse… “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting!”  
(Acts 9:5).  
  
So why was the appearance of Jesus 
on the Damascus Road to Paul so 
powerful? Because of the 
resurrection, pure and simple. Dead 
people can’t raise themselves from 
the dead! And, especially, cursed, 
dead people! How can it be that this 
One, who was justly killed, and killed 
in a way that stressed His 
“cursedness,” could actually be alive 
and talking with Paul? There is but 
one way for such a thing to happen: 
God the Father. God the Father did it. 
God the Father Himself actually took 
this cursed, dead Jesus… and raised 

Him from the dead! Why would He 
have done so?  
  
This is the vindication of the Father, 
the true and righteous judgment of 
God.  While man might insist that 
Jesus be killed, while Paul might think 
it proper for Him to be cursed, God 
Himself has passed a different 
judgment. God the Father has 
vindicated Jesus—His teaching, His 
divinity, and His sacrifice. There was 
no other way to make sense of it for 
Paul. God the Father has placed His 
stamp of approval on Jesus; and if 
Jesus is good enough for God the 
Father, He is good enough for Paul.  
  
Confronted by the Resurrected Lord, 
Paul’s entire life changed. Everything 
Paul lived for, everything he stood 
for, all that he was willing to die for, 
shifted in an instant, in a moment of 
recognition—the resurrection of 
Jesus meant God the Father’s 
approval, and if God’s approval, then 
Paul’s life. And, for us the same 
recognition is before us—is Jesus 
Christ your life? Not a part of your 
life, but your very life? God the 
Father has vindicated Jesus by raising 
Him from the dead: All He taught, all 
He did, all He promises for us is true! 
How, now, will we respond?  
  
I trust and pray we will respond full 
heartedly… to the praise of His glory! 
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On March 4, Women’s Ministry hosted the first event of 
2022.  Let’s Taco About Being Women of Faith was 
attended by 38 Hebron women.  The joy of the Lord was 
evident as ladies danced the Mexican Hat Dance and 
gathered for pictures wearing serapes and sombreros. 

 

The current Women’s Ministry Leadership Team 
welcomed all to this unique worship service first by 
detailing the faithful work of the Team as we continue 
our ministry to Hebron women.  We worshipped the Lord 
with a joyful noise, led by Amy Warner.  We feasted on 
taco salad with all the fixings.  Next, we listened to a time
-honored DVD teaching by Patsy Clairmont, who 
encouraged us to find our voice and to help others to find 
theirs’.   A special time of intimate sharing followed.  
Women left fed physically and spiritually. 

 

2022 is a year of promise as we continue to seek the Lord 
for direction for Women’s Ministry.  Pray with us…and 
stay tuned for what the Lord has in store next for Hebron 
women. 
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 Uth Ministry                by Kara Pennybaker 

From the Desk of Hebron Uth! 
This semester is going well as we are looking forward to spring.  As we remark in the beauty of the buddings of spring, I 

always come to a place of pause. This is the season we celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus. The winter is 

dark, cold, and most living things look dead. During the crucifixion the earth grew dark, hope dwindled. What seemed 

reality, changed in a moment. Christ rose with all power.  For me winter feels the same way. It can be 20 degrees with 

a 7-inch snow storm, but in a moment the sun is shining and the season is changing.  From “death to life” is a message 

that has kept me grounded through life.  I want to give you the same encouragement, when it seems dark, and lacks 

hope, remember spring is budding and power is coming! 

   

In March the Youth Department went cosmic bowling for our group day. We look forward to the fellowship with our 

youth. We love having bible study, and Sunday school, and we also understand the necessity of getting to know our 

youth, by spending time with them in social settings. We love how we get to see their personalities glean in these 

moments. Keep an eye out in eNews for group days which happen every third weekend of the month! Send your 

children, as a building block for growing relationships. 
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 Children’s Ministry    By: Ellen Dillard 

Hebron Kidz Easter Jam with Cake Decorating 
 
Preschool and Elementary Families are invited to join us for a morning of fun, 
cake decorating, games and worship as we celebrate that JESUS IS ALIVE! Feel 
free to invite your friends and neighbors! 
 
Date: Saturday, April 9 
Time: 10:00-11:30 AM 
Location: Barclay Building 

 
 Families will receive 2 cake layers and a container of white icing. 
 Families provide toppings needed to create their masterpiece! This year’s themes are Easter & most colorful. 
 Families will start at the same time and be given 30 minutes to decorate their cake. 
 Compete against other families to see who comes out on top with the best decorated cake. 
 Families will receive a cake box to take home their creation.  

 
Deadline to Pre-register is April 5. Pre-registration required.  

  

4th/5th grade retreat 

Date: April 30-May 1 

Location: Pine Springs Camp 

Cost: $75 

 

 Join us for an overnight to grow in our love for Jesus and stronger in our friendships.  

 

Summer Extreme VBS 

We’re “Making Waves” this summer! And your kidz are invited to join us!  

 

We think it’s possible for Kidz to create a ripple effect that can change the world by showing them who Jesus is, what 

He has done and what we were created to do. 

Join us this summer as we have the most EPIC VBS yet! This is sure to be a week your kidz won’t forget. 

 

Ages: Pre-Kindergarten through 5th Grade (completed) 

Cost: Free 

Dates: June 19-23 

 

*Family kickoff—June 19, 6:30 - 8:00 PM 

Kidz & friends—June 20-23, 9:00 AM - 12:15 PM 

 

Register online at hebrononline.org/kidz for all these great events! 

Registration is 

open!  
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Children’s Ministry cont.           By: Ellen Dillard 

What kidz are talking about in April… 

Elementary:  

Theme: Puzzled – Believing there is a bigger picture. 

Life can sometimes feel like a giant puzzle. All we can see is the piece we’re experiencing right now, and we’re not 

sure where it fits into the greater picture that is forming. We can’t always understand why some things happen to 

us or those we love. Yet, despite our confusion, we can have hope. God has kept promises throughout history. He is 

a promise keeper. We can believe that God will continue to be with us through what we face now. Even in the 

toughest times, we can have hope because we know God is always working and can make something good out of 

something bad. 

 Lazarus Raised – John 11:1-45 

Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember how powerful God is. 

 Palm Sunday – John 12:9-16 

Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember God is still working. 

 Jesus Appears to Thomas – John 20:19-29 

Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember God is bigger than your questions.  

Memory Verse: “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart, I have overcome the world.” John 16:33b 

 

Preschool: 

Have you ever called someone your BFF? Maybe just the sound of it has you thinking of someone right now. BFF—

Best Friend Forever. It’s hard to be a BFF, even with the best of intentions. It’s hard for you and me, but not for 

Jesus. Jesus is the one friend that not only wants to be our friend forever, but He can actually keep up His end of the 

promise. And, He went through a lot to make it possible.  

That’s why, this month, we are sharing the Good News with preschoolers that Jesus wants to be my friend forever. 

Your friend. My friend. Their friend. Everyone’s friend—forever! The best things that go together are my friend, 

Jesus, and me. And nothing, not even death, can come between us and His promise, because we go together 

forever and ever. 

 Walking on Water – Matthew 14:22-33 

Focus: Our friend, Jesus, is always with us. 

 Palm Sunday – Matthew 21:11-11, 15-16 

Focus: We celebrate our friend, Jesus. 

 Breakfast on the Beach 

Focus: Jesus wants to be our friend forever. 

Memory Verse: “I am with you always.” Matthew 28:20 

Parents and Guardians – Friends, neighbors and cousins are always welcome 

to our kidz and family events. As you plan to attend, think about who you can 

invite! 
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Mission Partner Update—Ethnos   by Barbara Baesel 

 Ethnos leadership has approved Dave Jordan to continue working under Ethnos 360 on a year by 
year basis, but they realize they are slowing down.  They are setting a retirement date when Dave 
turns 76 in June 2022.  At this point plans are to continue on serving the Prai church as well as 
living in their home in the Prai village where they have been for many years. Dave states, “It is a 
great joy to look back and see how God has so faithfully answered your prayers, sustaining us and 
the Prai believers.  There is no way to adequately thank you, and our prayer is that God will 
reward you with much joy and lots of Prai friends in heaven.”  

 

It has been my privilege and blessing to have known the Jordans over 30 years since the beginning of their ministry 
with the Prai in Thailand. Hebron has had a part in supporting and praying for them over this time. We have had many 
visits from the Jordans.  

Dave and Fran will be on furlough March through August. Please join us for a luncheon in Fellowship Hall and 
discussion with the Jordans on May 1st after the 11:15 service.  

 

Last week, Hebron Church blessed my college campus ministry, 

Reformed University Fellowship at Penn State University, by 

hosting us while we participated in a spring break work project. 

RUF is a Christian organization formed by the Presbyterian Church 

in America with a goal to reach college students across the country 

with the Gospel. Fourteen students, a campus minister, and an 

intern arrived in Pittsburgh from PSU the night of Sunday the 6th 

and stayed at the Barclay building until Friday night. Our team 

partnered with an organization called Open Hand Ministries, a 

group focused on finding and building homes for those who are 

under the poverty line and are not financially literate. We worked 

for a week on a home in East Liberty building a fence for the 

backyard, a front porch, and doing a lot of siding.  

Our evenings consisted of discussions about how Christians should 

view poverty, generosity, and how to care for our neighbors. We 

spent an afternoon and evening in the city touring the Strip District 

and going to view Pittsburgh from Mount Washington. Our evening 

dinners were assisted by my mother, Kelly Knapp, who all the students, of course, loved getting to meet. My dad 

wrote our morning devotionals—studying how the Psalms view desiring God. Jerry was also incredibly wonderful to 

us, asking if we needed anything and taking great care of the building. Words cannot express our overall thanks to 

everyone at Hebron who dropped off snacks, provided desserts, baked cookies for us, and most of all—prayed for us. 

The trip could not have gone better, and we were incredibly thankful for such a wonderful place to stay and an 

example of a hospitable church family. From all of us at Penn State RUF, thank you so much. 

 

In Christ, 

Jason Knapp 
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Adult Sunday School—Term V (April 3 through May 22) 

Adult Sunday School meets every Sunday at 10:15 AM. No sign up necessary. You are invited to join us! 

 

 Jonah and the Call to Extreme Discipleship - Barclay Building (Henry & Kelly Knapp) 

In this 7-week class, Henry and Kelly will be looking at the book of Jonah, and an examination of our call to obedience, 

surrender, and heart-transformation as disciples. This little gem of a prophetic book is much more than just a Biblical 

text about a big fish and a runaway rebel. We will see afresh the magnitude of God’s salvation and why grace really is 

amazing! Come grow with us in your own call as an extreme disciple of Christ. Jonah was called to go “all in” - and so 

are we. 

 
  Six Literal Days - Room 305, Main (Don & Yvonne Blasko) 

In this class we will seek to understand young earth creationism and its importance to the Gospel and the social issues 

of today. 

 
  Galatians - Fellowship Hall, Main (Dan Brown) 

Paul's letter to the Galatians is all about the Gospel and the way to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  This letter addresses 

social and racial divisions, false teachings, as well as the fact that both Christians and non-Christians need the Gospel.  

We will be using the Bible, Timothy Keller's book called, Galatians for You, and other sources.  We may very likely not 

get through the entire letter in just seven sessions, so we will focus on the first 3 or 4 chapters and get as far as the Lord 

leads us. 

 
 Paul's Letter to the Romans: Part 4 - Church Parlor, Main (Bill Martin) 

This class is designed to complete our study of Paul’s letter to the Romans emphasizing its first century context. The 

objective is to present Paul's teaching in a way that is helpful to new and experienced Christians alike. Here we see 

God's love in action creating and redeeming for His glory and our joy in fellowship with Him and with each other.         

              
 Starting Point: An Introduction to Hebron Church - Room 203, Main (Bruce & Margie Krogh)  

This class is about Hebron Church, what we believe, how we are organized, the resources we offer to our 

congregation and the community, and the opportunities for ministry and service. It is open to anyone interested in 

learning more about Hebron and is required for those interested in becoming members of our community of 

believers. 

Order Your Easter Lily for Easter Sunday 

 

Remember/honor your loved ones by placing an Easter lily in the Sanctuary on April 

17. Your loved one's name will be listed in the church bulletin. You will be able to pick 

up your lily after the 11:15 Sanctuary service. Send your check for $9.95 per plant, 

made payable to Hebron, with your name and the name of the loved one.  

Deadline to order is April 4.  
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