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Ed. Note: This is another in a series of 
“lessons learned” from Doug’s 31-year 
ministry at Hebron. Ephesians 4:11 
says, “And Christ gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the 
shepherds and teachers, to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry…” That’s 
what Doug has found in his ministry 
over the years - equipping others to do 
the work of ministry. In other words, 
“Bringing the best out of each other.” 
Here’s an example. 
 
In 1980 The Blues Brothers was 
released starring John Belushi as 
“Joliet” Jake Blues and Dan Aykroyd as 
his brother, Elwood. The film was set in 
and around Chicago. It is a tale of 
redemption for paroled convict Jake 
and his brother who set out on a 
mission from God to save from 
foreclosure the Catholic orphanage 
where they were raised. To do so, they 
must reunite their R & B band and 
organize a performance to earn the 
$5,000 needed to pay the orphanage’s 
property tax bill.  
 
It was on our third January trip to 
Florida that I turned to Terry Griffin 
halfway through our early morning 
flight and said, “Oh, by the way, we’re 
on a mission from God this trip.” I’m 
not sure if he caught The Blues 
Brothers reference, but he did perk up 
and say, “Do tell.” I told Terry that one 
of our friends who was involved in a 
men’s study at Hebron and served at 
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The Blessing Board, had a brother, 
Steve, in Fort Myers who was dying of 
cancer. Steve was the brother who 
had taken the highly successful family 
business away from his brother years 
earlier. While Steve and his family 
profited handsomely, our friend and 
his nuclear family struggled. Most of 
this story I never knew until the day I 
went to lunch with him and he 
mentioned his brother’s cancer fight. 
While his concern for his brother 
included his cancer struggle, his main 
concern was the state of his brother’s 
soul. In recent months as Steve was 
trying to get his affairs together, he 
had reached out to his brother to ask 
for his forgiveness. He saw it as a sign 
that his “self-made” brother might be 
showing signs of a more tender heart, 
not only toward him, but for the Lord.  
 
He asked me to join him in praying for 
Steve and his family. I said, “Not only 
will I pray for him, Terry and I will visit 
him on our golf trip to Florida, if you’d 
like.” Within days he had cleared it 
with his brother and had given me the 
address. Terry’s response on the 
plane was typical Terry, “Let’s do it.” 
 
The first thing we noticed as we drove 
up to the house was the landscaping. 
After all, that had been his business. 
There was nearly every Florida 
ornamental plant in the front yard, 
including the ever-present palm tree 
variants. What captured my attention 

most was all the pink flamingo 
statuary. This was clearly the home of 
transplanted northerners who enjoyed 
making a statement. 
 
When we knocked, Steve’s lovely wife 
opened the door and invited us in. 
While she thanked us for coming, 
Steve appeared at the kitchen door 
that led into the dining room and 
invited us to take a seat at the table. 
Terry took the kitchen side. I was 
across from him looking at the large 
china closet behind him, and Steve 
took a seat at the head of the table. It 
was just the three of us.  
 
After introducing ourselves and 
thanking Steve for his willingness to 
meet, I asked him about his family and 
about the news he had received 
months earlier concerning his cancer 
prognosis. He couldn’t have been more 
forthcoming. In addition to filling us in 
on his nuclear family, he talked freely 
about his birth family and the business. 
He told us about how he had forced his 
brother out of the business. What he 
then said stunned me. He began to 
tear up. He said, “I don’t know if God 
can ever forgive me for what I’ve done. 
All my life it’s been all about me and 
I’m ashamed of myself.” By this time 
tears had begun to run down his face 
and Terry had reached over and placed 
his hand on top of Steve’s . “Will you 
guys pray for me?” he asked. I said, 
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Bringing the Best Out of Each Other, cont. 

“We’ll do more than that, Steve. Terry will answer your 
question about whether the Lord will ever forgive you.”  
 
And for the next five minutes Terry told his own story. He 
told about how his father had taken his life when he was 
22-years-old. He talked about always thinking that God 
tallies up our good deeds and weighs them against our 
bad ones to determine how much forgiveness to 
dispense. He told Steve that it was only in the last few 
years that he’d come to really understand the scope of 
the Gospel, that all the merits we could ever need are 
found not in us, but in Jesus. “We’re all the same here 
around this table,” Terry said. “We’re all screwed up. We 
all deserve to be condemned by God, not only for what 
we’ve done, but for who we are. But thank God Jesus 
came for screwed up people like us. And the reason we’re 

(Continued from page 1) here today is to tell you that He loves you so much that He 
sent two screwed up guys who need His grace as much as 
you do.” 
 
By this time Steve’s eyes were full of tears. When I asked if 
he was serious about praying with us, he jumped at the 
chance. We held hands and I asked him if he’d like to start, 
and he did. He prayed one of the most honest, heartfelt 
prayers I’ve ever heard. He asked the Lord to forgive him 
and to use his life for His glory. We prayed in agreement 
with Steve, not just for him, but for his family as well. It 
was one of those times when it seemed that time stood 
still. It was better than a hole-in-one. It was better than all 
the rounds we would ever play. It really was a mission 
from God where the Lord brought the best out of all three 
ragamuffins, Steve’s brother, Terry, and me. It was 
something He intended to do in all of our lives. What a 
privilege!! 

I would like to introduce a new program we are starting 
here at Hebron, The Christian Discipleship Institute (CDI).   
    
The purpose of CDI is to expose believers to the biblical 
and theological background necessary for discipleship, 
ministry and Christian leadership, and to put that 
knowledge into practice. This training program involves a 
long-term commitment of time, energy, and finances, and 
will strengthen lay leadership in various ministry areas.   
    
The core of the program involves completing ten six-week 
courses. The course work focuses on biblical study and 
application, Christian discipleship, basic theology, and 
developing ministry skills and will be taught by qualified 
clergy and educators.   
    
Each CDI group will consist of between eight to ten people 
who will learn and work together for an extended period of 
time, sharpening their ability to reach our community with 
the love of God. We are aiming at starting the first round of 
CDI the first week or so of May 2021.  
 

There are, of course, many other details which would 
concern anyone interested in becoming involved in this 
opportunity, and we would welcome your call. Please 
contact me (724-622-1283/pastorknapp@hotmail.com) if 
you have any questions, concerns, or ideas. Applications 
will be accepted on a first-come-first-serve basis as space is 
limited.    
 

May God bless and empower us for His name’s sake and 

His glory!   

Christian Discipleship Institute                                                             By Henry Knapp 

mailto:pastorknapp@hotmail.com
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All Moms                                                                                                   By Jess Sanders 

The dream of bringing a ministry 
like All Moms to Hebron was 
planted in the heart of Kelly Knapp 
before she ever set foot here in 
Penn Hills and long before we ever 
met. Our ministry officially opened 
its doors for our debut event in the 
middle of a pandemic, wearing 
masks, and with zero clue if it could 
take off at a time such as this. On 
October 6, 2020, All Moms began 
and has continued to grow with 
each meeting.  

All Moms is a MOPs (Mothers of 
Preschoolers) alternative, serving 
women with children age 0 (pregnant) 
through kindergarten. The name All 
Moms comes from the idea and mission that we are 
welcoming and meeting the needs of women from varying 
backgrounds and life circumstances: working moms, single 
moms, adoptive moms, stepmoms, stay-at-home moms, 
homeschool moms - we want them all to come! Our 
mission is to gather together twice a month, connect and 

In January 1994 Doug received a call from his long-time 
friend, Len Nelson, with an unusual request: “Would you 
like a new Estonia baby grand piano for your sanctuary?” 
Doug says the amount of time necessary for him to 
formulate an answer could have been measured in 
milliseconds, “You bet we would!” That began an 
interesting and revealing discussion among the staff and 
leadership of the church in the early 1990s. 
 
The first question was, “Who is this guy and why does he 
want to give us a $20,000 instrument?” The answer was 
simple. Len was a stockbroker and paid soloist in 
Philadelphia where Doug had served during his Princeton 
days. He loved the Lord and music and wanted to give five 
pianos to congregations around the country with whom 
he had a relationship. 
 
The second question was, “What’s it going to cost us?” 
The answer was $265 to purchase a piano bench. Len 
apologized that he couldn’t ship benches along with the 
pianos from the Baltic state of Estonia. After considerable 
discussion the trustees decided that they would authorize 
the purchase. 

develop relationships, hear a speaker 
share on a topic related to 
motherhood, dive into the concept 
and application of Jesus meeting us in 
the midst of that topic, and 
sometimes we craft! We have 
developed quite a range of teaching 
topics so far including: Discipline, 
Mommy Wars, Expectations, 
Parenting the Heart and look forward 
to finishing this semester with topics 
such as: Boundaries and Technology 
and Kids. Play dates and social events 
are on the horizon.  

Our first semester had 26 women 
(62% not from Hebron) and this current 
semester has 30 registered women (74% 

not from Hebron). Moms have found us through our online 
presence, social media, and personal invites to women we 
meet out in the community. If you know a mom of young 
kids looking to grow deeper in her faith and connect with 
other moms in our area, encourage them to look us up!   

The third 
question was, 
“How could it fit 
into the 
sanctuary?” The 
far smaller 
upright piano 
that was 
currently being 
used required far 
less space. Again the answer was simple, we’d remove the 
first pew on that side of the sanctuary. (The removal of the 
pew turned out to be quite a boon, providing lots of space 
for other worship enhancing activities.) 
 
After nearly 30 years of worship, recitals and special 
events, that gift has been used to the glory of God in 
countless ways. It was a joy to welcome Len to Hebron 
several times over the years as a guest soloist. Len went to 
be with the Lord sixteen years ago, yet his service to Jesus 
Christ continues here and in at least four other 
congregations around the country. 

A Gift to Remember                                                                        

All Moms Leadership Team 
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Children’s Ministry                                                                                 by Ellen Dillard 

 

This end-of -Year Milestone Celebration is for our 

outgoing 5th Graders as they move into Middle School Ministry. We 
celebrate our 5th graders for finishing well and encourage them to "get 
in the middle" of Middle School Ministry!  
 
Parents, Grandparents and Aunts/Uncles are invited to attend with 
their rising 6th Grader! 
 
Date: Wednesday, May 5 
Time: 6:30-8:00 pm 
Location: Fellowship Hall 

Summer Extreme Family VBS  
 
Dates: June 24-26 
Times: Thursday, June 24, 6:00-8:00 pm with dinner and 
Friday, June 25, 6:00-8:00 pm with dinner; Saturday, 9:30-
1:00 pm with continental breakfast and lunch 
Cost: Free 
 
We're so excited for Kidz and Parents to Press Play this 
summer at Summer Extreme Family VBS!  We're planning a 
VBS that encourages every child to know that through 
Jesus they are known, forgiven and can make a difference. 
Registration begins Saturday, March 27th online at hebrononline.org/kidz/events!   

 
Kidz Club continues to gather on 

Wednesday nights through the end 
of April!  Kidz Club is a place 
where K-5th graders can gather 
during the week to have fun and 
continue talking about Jesus. We 
meet in the Barclay Building from 
6:00 -7:30 pm.  It's not too late for 
your child to join us!  Below are the 
remaining dates for this school 
year: 
 
March 24, April 7, 14, 21, and 28 
We do not gather March 31, Holy 
Week. 
 

 

Easter Sunday  
 

Small Groups for Babies - 
5th Grade will gather @ 

9:30am. 
 

We look forward to praising 
God together!  

 
Jesus is Alive! 

http://hebrononline.org/kidz/events
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Children’s Ministry, cont. 

 

Save the Date! 
 
Thursday, June 10 - End of School/Beginning of Summer Ice Cream 
Social and Bonfire 
 
Sunday, July 18 - Pizza and Pool Party 
 
Saturday, August 21 - K/1st Grade Transition 
 
Sunday, August 29 - Bible Presentation Sunday 
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It has been a year-ish. A year! Quite a year. I’m sure 

you’ve read or heard many such reflections in the last 

month or so. I would like to acknowledge the past year, 

for the purpose of spurring us on toward what lies ahead. 

What has the last year looked like for you??? 

Waiting… (for it to be over, for a routine, for your kids to 

be back in ‘regular’ school)? 

Praying… (that loved ones will be safe, for healing, for 

those who have lost loved ones, for those who are serving 

those affected)? 

Hoping… (to get some projects done that you never 

seemed to have time for otherwise, to see extended 

family/ friends again, that we would find new healthier 

patterns for our lives)? 

There are so many things for which we have waited, 

prayed, and hoped. We can look back on this past year 

and see many surprising blessings that have come our 

way as well as many disappointments and set-backs. 

Do you remember when we had Kendra Pope here for our 

Women’s Ministry Fall Gathering last fall? She spoke 

about HOPE! She encouraged us to ask ourselves if we 

were seeing our circumstances around us as set-backs or 

set-ups. I recently heard someone give a talk that 

suggested looking at this past year as a LONG time-out 

given by God. If you think back to your adolescence, did 

you see time-out as a set-back or a set-up? How do you 

think your parent or the one who was in charge at the 

time meant it to be? If we were to think about it as a time

-out… what purpose would that have served? How about 

a time to be more quiet and alone than we had been 

accustomed to be? The time-out is not quite over yet, so 

if you haven’t thought of it in this way, you still have time! 

If we are hopefully soon to be released from this time-

out, will you emerge with a mind shift? What will look 

different to you? 

A time-out is a form of discipline. It is a time to reflect and 

make adjustments before resuming the previous 

activities. Do you think this time-out might have been 

necessary because things were getting too out of hand? 

Too loud? Too crazy? 

Were tempers flaring? 

Were unkind or 

unnecessary words being 

said? Were your priorities 

amiss?  

Has this time-out opened 

your eyes to anything you 

were unable to see 

beforehand? Is there a 

thankfulness amidst the 

time-out?  Have any of your priorities changed? Do you 

have a desire to use your time in a different way? Do any of 

the changes you hope to make or ways you see yourself re-

engaging fully bring God honor?  

God wants to be our priority. He is jealous for us. I urge you 

not to let other things distract you from Him and what He 

is calling you to. Are we going to continue to be drawn 

away by earthly things or will we grab hold of the gift we 

have been given? We have been given the mind of Christ!! 

In 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 we are reminded, “The weapons of 

our warfare are NOT of the flesh but have DIVINE power to 

destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every 

lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take 

every thought captive to obey Christ.” Let each of us allow 

the Holy Spirit to do His work in renewing our minds, “Do 

not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will 

be able to test and approve what God’s will is - his good, 

pleasing and perfect will.” (Romans 12:2) View this time as 

a time-out to acknowledge the discipline from the Lord.  

Let us remember what is taught in Hebrews chapter 12 

concerning discipline: it is given to those who He loves (v6), 

given for our good (v10), and will “yield the peaceful fruit 

of righteousness to those who have been trained by 

it.” (Hebrews 12:11)  Let us give thanks and praise to God. 

Let us do what is necessary so that our lives bring Him all 

the Glory and Honor due His name.  

Women’s Ministry: A LONG Time-Out                                                    by Jen Balkey 

 

Thank you to our Hebron family for all the prayers, phone calls, visits, meals, driveway 

cleaning, trash pickup, etc., that you so graciously extended to us during our recent struggles. 

God has placed you all in our lives and we truly appreciate your love and friendship. We have 

truly been blessed by your support, and look forward to seeing you soon. 

Love you all! Fran and Dave Tedrick 
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News and Notes from Your Missionaries and Mission Agencies   by John Sciullo 

Lost and Found Pharmacy will be celebrating their 5th 

anniversary this June. During those 5 years they have 

subsidized $25,000 in medicine and $1,000,000 in savings 

to their clients. Events are planned to commemorate the 

occasion. 

 

The Blessing Board (Oakmont) and their Vintage Market 

will be moving in July. This provides an excellent 

opportunity for all to serve. Details will follow as the time 

approaches (Summer 2021). 

 

By the time you read this, Barrett Hendrickson of the 

Hendrickson Mission will have been ordained as minister 

in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC). Reverend 

Hendrickson is the 7th person in the past thirty years to 

have been ordained after growing up at Hebron. Also, his 

wife Carrie, will have celebrated her most recent 

birthday in March. 

 

The Mobilization Team is considering the distribution of 

Bibles through agencies such as Women’s Choice 

Network and Lost and Found Pharmacy where so much 

face-to-face contact is made with those in need of help. 

 

Andrew Churchill of Urban Impact reported that, despite 

the COVID-19 pandemic, support for families on the 

North Side continues and Bible studies via Zoom are 

growing. Andrew also reported that he and his wife, 

Jasmine, celebrated their daughter’s 1st birthday (Desiree) 

on February 23rd. 

 

Prayers are still being coveted by the Wagoner family 

regarding Rosie Wagoner’s health issues. Ken Wagoner 

was a longtime missionary for China Outreach Ministries, 

an organization that you have generously supported over 

the years. He retired in the Fall of 2020 to attend to his 

wife’s needs. 

                                

For decades, Hebron Church has prayerfully and 

financially supported The Penn Hills Service Association. 

Many Hebron members faithfully volunteer there. Hebron 

member, Ed Hoover, directed PHSA from 1959 until 

recently. All goods and services are free to residents. 

Thanks to the generosity of the people of Penn Hills, they 

have one of the finest food pantries in the area with a 

generous assortment of food. Six freezers and a walk-in 

cooler allow them to offer meats, fish, and a variety of 

dairy products to Penn Hills residents. Canned fruits and 

vegetables, cereals, peanut butter, jelly, condiments, and 

consumable food preparation supplies are also readily 

available. Each family also receives a gift certificate to 

Shop ‘n Save to make food purchases. Families may call 

the hotline once a month to get an appointment to pick 

up food.  

PHSA schedules families to come select used clothing 

twice a year, summer and winter. Hospital beds, 

wheelchairs, walkers, canes, portable toilets, and shower 

chairs are just some of the equipment available. 

In His Word (Romans 12:13) God tells us to “contribute to 

the needs of the saints.” Through the work of the 

Penn Hills Service Association                                                              by Janie Mason 

Mobilization Team, financial gifts to Hebron Church 

support the Lord’s work at the Penn Hills Service 

Association. PSHA always needs volunteers to pack food 

and intake, organize, and distribute clothing and medical 

equipment. If you can serve the Lord by meeting any of 

these needs, please call the director, Jack Giarusso, at 

412-798-9449. And please pray for their work and the 

families they serve.  
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