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A Daily Devotional for Advent

December 26- Christ

Advent is a time of expectation and hope. Hope, not in an ideology
or thing, but in the person of Jesus Christ. Everyone wants hope.
Everyone needs hope. “Advent” is derived from the Latin word
adventus, meaning “coming” which is a translation of the Greek
word parousia. Advent began in the 4th and 5th centuries as a time of
fasting and prayer for new Christians. It gradually developed into a
season that lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas. It not
only symbolizes the coming of Christ’s birth, but also when He comes
again.

The Word Became Flesh

The advent wreath first appeared in Germany at a mission for
children. A Lutheran pastor placed twenty small red candles and four
large white candles on a wreath created out of the wheel of a cart.
The red candles were lit on weekdays and the white candles were lit
on Sundays.
Over time the advent wreath was created out of evergreens
symbolizing everlasting life. It is made up of five candles
representing hope, peace, love, joy, with the center candle
representing Christ. Holly and berries are often added representing
the blood shed for us on the cross. Pinecones can represent the new
life His resurrection brings to us.
We invite you as a family to join in reading this devotional assembled
by the Discipleship Team and various members and missionaries of
our church family. Begin by lighting the first candle and reading the
first devotional on the first Sunday of Advent, November 29th.

As a number of us have not gathered together for corporate worship
in many months, this gives us an opportunity to learn and grow
together as we are reminded of the awesome gift we received at
Christmas. We are a family - lets dig into the Word of God together.

John 1:1-18

These verses are usually the first ones that new students of New
Testament Greek encounter. What a wonderful way to begin! The first
sentence has been of great influence throughout the history of the
church. We see here the eternality of the Word (In the beginning was
the Word), the deity of the Word (was God), and the distinction of the
Word from God the Father (was with God). It beautifully and elegantly
avoids the pitfalls of polytheism (many gods), and Unitarianism (one
god in one person). This verse is a great support of our Trinitarian
understanding of God (one God in three distinct persons). Our God is
both relational and loving even before creation!
He is the image of the invisible God…by Him all things were created, in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible…all things were created
through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all
things hold together…
Jesus is the story. He’s not just a fix for a creation gone wrong. Later in
John’s gospel we hear Jesus teaching us that He is the Way, the Truth,
and the Life. Here at the beginning we already find much of this lesson.
He is the Way (All who believed in his name, He gave the right to
become children of God); the Truth (law was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ) (the true light, which gives
light to everyone); and the Life (In Him was life, and the life was the
light of men.)
Verse fourteen is a most direct statement of the glorious incarnation,
“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” This Word has a name
and His name is Jesus, and He has made the Father known! At this
name every knee will bow and every tongue confess to the glory of the
Father. Thanks be to God!
Bill Martin

December 25 - Christ

November 29 - Hope

Glory to God in the Highest: The Savior Is Born!

Advent - A Time of Hope

Luke 2:1-21

Isaiah 43:1-2, Psalm 9:18

Merry Christmas everyone! This story can never grow old. It’s “good
news that will be for all the people.” It’s always good news, the best of
news, and a great comfort to be reminded of it. But this is not just a
beautiful story with wonderful thoughts. This is history, real history,
anchored in our world in our world’s time. These events happened
when Caesar Augustus was emperor and “when Quirinius was
governor of Syria”.
In many ways it’s the story of an ordinary human birth, but this child is
anything but ordinary. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit
accompanied with revelations from God. All wondered at what the
shepherds told them. Mary, in receptive obedience to whatever the
Lord’s will for her Son might be, pondered these things in her heart.
This was the birth of the One of whom David said, “The LORD says to
my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your
footstool.’” This child would be the greater son of the great King David,
the ultimate anointed One.
Yet here we see Him in the most humble of circumstances wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger. But this One is the Savior who
is Christ the Lord. How fitting that He would be named Jesus which
means “God is salvation”.
Yet He emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in
the likeness of men. He would humble Himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death, even death on a cross. Here we find infinite
majesty with infinite condescension. The good and sovereign Lord who
is love, is the One working these things by the good pleasure of His
will. Let us all sing together “Glory to God in the highest and peace on
earth among men!”
Bill Martin

Advent is again upon us. Advent, the time of shopping, family, gifts,
snowfall, and…oh yeah, Christmas. Advent = “the coming”. Advent, a time
of anticipation, a time of eager expectation, and a time of hope.
To anticipate hope. It sounds like a redundancy—after all, isn’t “hope” and
“anticipating” the same thing? Yet that is what the advent period involves:
a yearning for the flowering of hope itself. In our modern language, “hope”
so often means “wishful thinking” or “a desired outcome”. But, biblically,
hope means having an assurance of future blessings. It means looking to
the future, not with vague longing, but with the confidence that God will do
as He has promised.
And that makes all the difference—“as He has promised”. In the Bible,
“hope” rests in the unchangeable promises of God. In Isaiah, God
undertakes to be with His children no matter what troubles occur—“when
you pass through the waters… when you walk through the fire… I will be
with you” (Isa 43:2). Notice, of course, that this text assumes that we will
indeed go through the waters, through the fire. This is not a promise that
we will avoid those things or that God will ensure we are not hurt by them.
No, this promise is more meaningful; it is more important to us. It is truly a
promise we can hope in—the promise of God’s presence, now and always.
For the Old Testament believer, trusting in God’s promise, knowing that
God would forever be true, awaiting hope makes sense. The Lord has
promised redemption—even in this passage, Isaiah 43:1, God assures His
people that He has redeemed them. So, the wait begins, the wait for God to
show the world how He has loved us, to show us all the confidence we can
have in His Word. For us today, that confidence has a name, a life, a
salvation—Jesus the Christ, our Lord and Savior.
O Lord, our Creator and Redeemer, you have promised us your very
presence at all times, in all places. Grant to us now, as we anticipate the
celebration of your birth, confidence in your Word, and the comfort of your
presence, now and always, we pray. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Henry Knapp

December 24 - Joy

November 30 - Hope

Joy Unspeakable

Hope in God Alone

Luke 15:7; Luke 2:10-11

Psalm 39:7 and 42:5

Often times, even as Christians, we live with misplaced hope. We put our
hope in something that seems to give us a sense of security or a sense of
significance. This comes very naturally to us as sinful people, especially
when most of those around us value and cherish everything other than
God, and the truths found in His Word. We attempt to find joy and security
in so many other things, but God invites us to put our hope in Him and the
promises that are found in scripture. When I find myself discouraged or
depressed for any number of reasons, it is often the result of me putting
my hope in everything else but God and trying to find contentment and a
sense of significance outside of God and His purposes for me. In His
lovingkindness He allows the thing that I had been hoping would provide
joy, contentment, self-worth, etc. to disappoint me instead of providing
what I was hoping it would do.
We see over and over again in scripture that God, our merciful, loving
Father, reminds and encourages us to put our hope in Him alone. In Psalm
39 David is lamenting about the wicked, about his own sinfulness, about
the shortness of life, and about the vain attempt to store up treasures on
this side of heaven. But then David states, “But now Lord what do I look
for? My hope is in you.” What a great reminder of where our hope should
rest. Psalm 42 is similar in expressing David's discouragement about life,
and he questions himself, “Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so
disturbed within me?” David reminds himself once again to put his hope in
God. Let us be quick in going to God's Word and allowing the truths found
in scripture to give us hope in Him. Let us be quick to spend time in prayer,
asking God to allow us to truly see how futile it is to place our hope in
anything or anyone other than God.
Father, we confess how often we live in misplaced hope in trying to find
value or worth in all of the things around us rather than in you. Forgive us,
and draw our hearts to you so that we may experience the only hope that
will provide all of the peace, joy, and contentment that we will ever need.
Rich Lukas

Overwhelming and spontaneous smiles are the best - laughter is even
better yet. The interactions that lead to them seem to touch something
deep inside us. Human connections strike these chords in us that we are
designed to feel and experience. Our bodies are designed to respond to
others around us. These feelings of connection are so important but are
such a pale reflection of how creation responded to Christ’s birth spontaneous, ecstatic joy! God had made a connection that could not
have been imagined. A connection to His creation that was so deep and
so profound that human history has been forever changed.
As long as there had been a creation and even before, this night had
been planned. Remember, these are the things of which the scriptures
say “angels long to look”. Jesus, long-expected, by our helpless
humankind and all of God’s creation. The event of Christ’s birth would
have been inauspicious. Born to young parents, outside the typical hotel
of the day. He was born inside a place designed for animals. However, on
this night, the Designer of creation would take on the form of His
design.
Joy unspeakable was expressed by the angels in that field that night to
bewildered shepherds who were trying to make sense of what they had
heard. Nothing could have kept the angels from celebrating what God
had done. “God became a man; the divine Son became a Jew; the
Almighty appeared on earth as a helpless human baby, unable to do
more than lie and stare and wriggle and make noises, needing to be fed
and changed and taught to talk like any other child.” (Knowing God)

This event is what we celebrate. May it continue to bring in us the
experience of that deep connection that God had made with us in Christ!
Father God, thank you for your coming to us. May it continue to cause
spontaneous joy in our hearts, minds and faces, knowing that our happy
experience is rooted in the depth of your love and the sureness of our
hope in your Son!
Greg Anderson

December 23 - Joy
God’s Promised Joy
Romans 15:13; 1 Peter 1:8-9

Happy, Happier, Be Happy. These are songs that our oldest daughter
has belted out through the years, from toddler to teen. I remember
singing “Born to Make You Happy” in the mirror to my imaginary
boyfriend as a tween. There is no shortage of “happy songs” that tell us
happiness is enough, true, and sourced from our idol of the moment.
When God calls you to Himself asking, “What do you seek?” lay aside
the songs stuck in your head and seek “to be filled with all joy and peace
in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in
hope.” In Romans 15:13, Paul shares perspective (shaped by suffering)
shining light on hope with joy. This joy is not the fleeting, unfulfilling
happiness found on earth; but the soul’s response to the solid, satisfying
peace available from above. When God is with us and we are with God,
His Spirit promises constant, abounding hope after filling our hearts
with joy. We rejoice not because of our circumstances, but because of
who God is and what He does.
Smiling yet? Think about how we can laugh ourselves to tears. More
wondrous is our body’s response to laughter: endorphins increase and
pains decrease. God, using His creation, shows the connection (down to
the chemical) between joy and sorrow as He gives rest from suffering.
While laughter might be the ‘best medicine’ for temporary rest on
earth; God’s promised joy, His ‘holy laughter’, is the one true remedy
now and forever.
God of hope, we praise You, savoring Your promised eternal joy. You
mercifully meet us, in our sin and guilt, with forgiveness and restoration.
You satisfy our needs as we rejoice in Christ alone. You even grace us
with laughter, giving us rest in times of stress. Spirit, replace our fears
with Your supernatural joy from heaven, spilling Your holy laughter into
our moments of sorrow, so that we might share Your joy with those
around us. Thank You for joyful, peaceful rest with You, now and forever,
Amen.
Gab Hershman

December 1 - Hope
The Promise of Hope in Suffering
Romans 5:2b-5
Advent is understood as the anticipated arrival of Christ that invites believers
to examine their hearts in the four weeks leading to Christmas. For those who
celebrate with the advent wreath, the first candle we light represents the
HOPE found in Christ. As believers, we all strive to live in the HOPE that Christ
offers; however, you may be surprised to learn that the path to HOPE is
through suffering. Not suffering for suffering’s sake, but suffering that
produces the ability to experience God’s presence in the midst of it. Romans
5:2b-5 provides a glimpse into this progression. HOPE is the outcome of
developing character through the endurance of suffering. Our humanness
balks at this notion. How can suffering and HOPE be intertwined? Often, we
avoid suffering at all costs. This circumvents the essential element in
producing HOPE. The Apostle Paul exuded HOPE; he also knew great
suffering. Paul made repeated requests to God for the removal of his “thorn”.
Paul desired relief; God desired to show Paul grace and demonstrate that His
grace and presence is sufficient in the midst of any circumstance. Maybe Paul
instructs us to rejoice in our suffering (vs 2) because he is sharing with us how
God pours His love into our hearts (vs 5). Maybe this is why Scripture never
instructs us to explain away pain, but to endure it in order to find Christ’s
presence in the midst of it. How do you engage with your suffering? Do you
avoid it? Welcome it? Do you find God’s presence in the midst of pain? How
do you engage with the suffering of others? Explain it away? Offer moral
lessons? Or, do you accept the invitation of Christ to be a conduit of His
presence in the midst of suffering by extending the redemptive compassion of
Jesus? This is HOPE.
Dear Father God, Jesus, Holy Spirit, even in suffering and pain, you offer
presence, your Presence. Thank you for this means of grace and HOPE to
expand my capacity to experience the depth of your love for me and, in turn,
to love others. Teach me to welcome my own pain and suffering in order that I
may experience more of your love. Prepare and teach my heart to be a safe
place and to offer your presence to those who are hurting and suffering. Quiet
the part of me that wants to fix, provide advice, or offer simple answers. Allow
me to know your Spirit so intimately that I can effectively discern your
movement in my life and in those that you allow to cross my path. Show me
how to compassionately show Your redemptive love to others by offering the
HOPE that You provide even in the midst of pain and suffering.
David Janvier

December 2 - Hope

For this day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD
is your strength.” NET

Approaching God with Confidence

The application: Both passages describe encouragement. Neither the
author of this Proverb nor Nehemiah had the gift that we do (note
tense) – the internally imputed Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 1:4, Romans 8:9
& 8:11, Ephesians 5:18, et.al.). One responsibility of ours is
encouraging others by allowing this gifted Spirit to effusively flow
through us. Authentic Christian discipleship made visible through our
actions adds credibility for others to accept this encouragement. The
pediatrician provided powerful words at the right time. His words “I
feel good…”were validated by vocation. His words of providence were
validated by scripture.

Hebrews 10:23

As a pessimist, I can see the darkness in any situation. In my role as a
design engineer, I don’t get paid to be an optimist. Life-saving medical
devices shouldn’t be designed and serviced by people who cheerfully
figure that “things will work out”. We analyze and test parts under
harsh conditions, to develop confidence (hope, even optimism) about
normal operations. And, when evaluating the work of others,
judgment is often based upon the author’s pedigree, the thoroughness
of the work, and its ability to be verified.
If we forget the words of our text, and swerve away from the hope we
profess, what do we get? We get a works-based religion – lacking
confidence in our salvation, and afraid to freely approach God. We find
ourselves in a school semester with a vague ending date, a surly
professor, and a final exam we’re not sure we can pass. This is
guesswork – not hope.
But Hebrews tells us that our confidence (hope) in approaching God
comes from Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross on our behalf. How can we
trust this other Person’s work? Well, the Gospels provide the record of
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection; history seems to mainly struggle
with the resurrection. But many witnessed His resurrection, and spoke
boldly about it. Even the Roman Empire could not produce a body to
disprove this event. These same witnesses also described a ‘priesthood
of believers’ (us) who can directly approach God, because Jesus has
done the only truly thorough work – His death on the cross as payment
for our sins – because our works could never be enough to do this.
Thank you, Lord, for our only hope – Jesus – who has freed us from
religiosity, providing full faith and confidence to enter your presence in
this life and the next.
Gordon Slippy

We will celebrate the birth of Jesus in less than 100 hours. Jesus gave
us the Holy Spirit (Isaiah 9:6, Luke 3:16, John 14:16 & 16:7) as He
returned to heaven. Our joy manifests from possessing this Spirit who
assures us that all sorts of trials are nothing but joy (James 1:2), and
because all such trials serve God’s good purpose (Romans 8:28). We
experience and model joy through our relationship with the triune
God while encouraging others to do the same. The Creator of the
universe is unchangingly sovereign, perfect, and good. Accepting that,
we cannot intellectually deny that all trials are therefore
comprehensively good. True joy is accepting that in our hearts as well.
Our daughter now helps others in the same hospital system that
helped save her life 30 years ago. Autologous transplantation became
an accepted therapy for certain leukemias. We didn’t know it then,
but those trials and experiences circa Christmas 1989 were being used
by God for His good purposes. We know it now, and that’s nothing but
joy.
Father, we ask that You reassure us that all sorts of trials are indeed
nothing but joy, and that we authentically and contagiously reflect
that joy to others who are experiencing such trials. Enable us to step
beyond the pageantry of Christmas and intimately know the joy that
Jesus brings. We pray this in His name.
Ed Eckert

December 22 - Joy
Reflecting Joy in Trials

December 3 - Hope
Our Blessed Hope

Nehemiah 8:10; Proverbs 15:23

Titus 2:13-14; Colossians 1:27

The situation: It was after lunch on Tuesday, May 19, 1987, at
Children’s Hospital in Oakland. The doctor and nurse walked into the
clinically austere room, avoiding eye contact with my wife or me, and
delivered an abysmal diagnosis: Acute myelogenous leukemia, subtype
M4, with sepsis and leukostasis. In short, our pristine, seemingly
“perfect” 13-month-old daughter had an immediately life-threatening
condition. She had a 20 % shot of survival and would be fortunate to
live through the night.

How do you tend to use the word “hope” in your daily life? I hope it
doesn’t rain today, I hope the Steelers win, I hope I will like what’s for
dinner…This kind of hoping is wishful thinking. It’s subjective. It’s not at
all what the Bible means when it talks about hope.

Induction therapy was successful and remission lasted 17 months. In
September 1988, it was confirmed that a relapse occurred. Long term
survival fell to 5%. Our daughter now had a conspicuous deviation of
one eye and successful salvage therapy was improbable. Early on we
were led to vigorously investigate and prepare for an autologous bone
marrow transplant, a then esoteric risky procedure. A prerequisite
second remission was attained on the day after Thanksgiving, 1988. The
transplant doctor was a Christian high-risk pediatrician with 6 kids who
saw our daughter every day for 7 weeks including, sacrificially,
Christmas morning. He gave us indefatigable reassurance during the
bleakest moments that God was indeed in complete control and His
motives are pure and good. On that Christmas morning, the doctor said:
“I feel good about this.” This first pediatric transplant in Pittsburgh,
facilitated in an improvised isolation room, was successful. On January
12, 1989 our daughter was released from a cumulative 208-day hospital
stay since diagnosis. She passed the 100-day post-transplant milestone
on Good Friday 1988, and went on to receive a Make-A-Wish wish that
summer. Two decades later she graduated from high school and
college. The rest, as they say, is history.
The scripture: Proverbs 15:23 “A person has joy in giving an
appropriate answer, and a word at the right time – how good it is!”;
Nehemiah 8:10 “He said to them “Go and eat delicacies and drink
sweet drinks and send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared.

When Titus says we are “waiting for our blessed hope”. he’s using the
word to mean a sure fulfillment. It’s a hope with a promise of coming
true. It’s the kind of hope that anchors your soul because you know
beyond a shadow of a doubt that it will happen.

Titus goes on to say that the blessed hope we are waiting for is “the
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ…”
Similarly, Paul writes in Colossians 1:27 about “Christ in you, the hope
of glory.” In Old Testament times God’s people were looking forward
to seeing the Messiah for the first time. While we have that event to
look back to in history as we celebrate every Christmas, we look
forward now to Christ’s second coming in glory. Just as Christmas was
a sure hope for those who looked ahead to its first arrival, the second
coming of Jesus is a sure hope for us. Just think of how amazing that
day will be when Christ’s glory permeates everything and all is made
new and right again! We have so much hope!
Dear Lord, I praise you for how faithful you are to keep your promises.
You promised to come that Christmas long ago and redeem your
people from their sins. Now we look ahead with great hope to your
coming again and all that will mean for your glory and our good. Thank
you for a certain hope. Amen.
Dan Weightman

December 4 - Hope

December 21 - Joy

A Living, Persistent Hope

Overflowing with Joy

I Peter 1:3, 21

Psalm 95:1-2; 2 John 1:12

Do you know what a “persistently hopeful” person is? Persisting in
hopefulness is not the same as being a “Pollyanna” - someone who
thinks everything is “happy, happy, joy, joy” all the time. Being
persistently hopeful means continuing to insist (i.e., persisting), to be
hope-filled, to see brightness when circumstances appear dark and
hope appears elusive or absent. A Pollyanna finds hope within
themselves, or in how light refracts within prisms, or in pretty dolls
and in cotton candy. Peter teaches otherwise - for a Christian, the
source of our hope is in Jesus Christ alone.
God calls us to hope, but not just any hope. He calls us to a “living
hope” which stems from Christ Jesus. God – in His great mercy –
allows us to be born anew into this LIVING hope through the power of
Christ’s resurrection. This hope never dies. It is living constantly. It is
persistent.
This wacky year of 2020 has been a challenge on many levels for all of
us. Hope is one of the four hallmarks of this liturgical season as we
prepare for Christ’s birth. In Advent, we light the Hope candle
remembering that God calls His people to be persistently hopeful
because this hope arises from Christ. Peter tells us not only to remain
a people of hope but to be a people of hope who know the source of
our hope. Whatever 2020 throws our way this year, nevertheless our
faith and hope are to be IN Christ. We must know the source of our
hope and then be persistently hopeful in that only true source: Jesus
Christ.
Lord, as I light this Hope candle, use it to remind me you raised me
anew into a living hope, your Son Jesus Christ. Help me to see when I
have placed my hope in things that are not of Christ. Thank you for
your great mercy in creating me anew in the living hope – your Son and placing my faith and hope in Him. Amen.
Katrina Dunderdale

Have you ever watched what happens when you drop an Alka-Seltzer
into a small glass of water? It bubbles up, flows over the top, and spills
out everywhere. I would never equate Jesus Christ to an OTC medicine,
but…consider this:
If you have Jesus in your heart, the JOY will bubble up, flow out of your
life, and spill out everywhere! This joy is so much more than
happiness, or contentment, or the result of an effervescent. It is a
deep-rooted, soul-satisfying emotion that cannot be contained. God,
alone, can produce true joy; and He does this through the Holy Spirit
living in us. “Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with
an inexpressible and glorious joy.” (I Peter 1:8)
The birth of our Lord and Savior, our redemption, and our salvation are
incomparable causes for rejoicing. Can you celebrate this joy and
thankfulness at home? All by yourself? In the park with your dog?
Sure, you can. But instead, let that joy bubble up and flow out of your
everyday living! Let it spill over to everyone and everything! Don’t
keep it to yourself! Share it! Scripture tells us to sing for joy, shout
aloud, come before Him with thanksgiving, and extol Him with
music and song. Go to church. Sing joyfully (behind a mask), praise
Him, and be in fellowship with others “face to face, so that our joy may
be complete.” Let your joy be visible and contagious; and not just at
Christmastime, but all year long. And if you are not feeling very joyful,
go anyway. Give praise to the Lord and catch some bubbles from
someone else.
Lord, you fill me with such joy; such extraordinary love and peace and
security. I want to be filled up to the brim with love for you and joy in
you. Let your Spirit saturate my soul so that the joy bubbles out: in my
everyday life, in church, with others, and in all I do. In your precious
name I pray. Amen.
Diane Brown

December 20 - Joy

December 5 - Hope

Where the Joy Is

Seeing the Real Hope

Isaiah 35:10

Ephesians 1:18; Romans 8:24-25

At the very beginning of this year, someone introduced me to a “Bible-thruthe-year” program that I have been following in 2020. I have read through
the Bible various times in the past using different guides each time, and I
was particularly intrigued by this one. This plan is a chronological one,
working through the Scripture as the events happened in time, and the
readings are also accompanied by a short podcast which elaborates on the
day’s text. I was more than pleasantly surprised at the insight and depth
which a short 6 to 7 minute reflection could bring about. But, what I came
to enjoy most was how the author would work in her closing phrase, “He’s
where the joy is!” No matter the subject matter of the Scripture we read
that day, she would find a way to remind us that God is where true joy is.
After a while, it would become a bit of a game, trying to anticipate how she
would find God’s joy in the text. Amazingly, ten months into the year, she
has done a great job showing us the joy of the Lord.

Without my glasses, I am legally blind. My driver’s license warrants:
license holder must wear corrective lenses when driving. My vision is
myopic enough that I cannot recognize my own wife without scooting
within inches of her face. Thankfully, I have the benefit of corrective
eyeglasses.

The prophets must have spent a lot of time reading the Bible, because their
writings show the same eagerness for God’s joy. Isaiah in particular
imagines the return of God’s people from their shattered condition to their
rightful place by His side. “The redeemed of the Lord” will return with
singing, gladness, and joy (Isa 35:10). Isaiah knew not when this would
come about, but he faithfully proclaimed this vision for all to hear and read.
The core of his message is not that joy will happen, but that the Messiah
would happen, and in so doing, joy would result. Isaiah looked forward to
such a time and marveled that it would happen.
In Jesus Christ, the imaginings of Isaiah have been fulfilled—the Messiah has
come and with it, His people have been restored to fellowship with the
Lord. And, there is no better place for us to be than by His side… for He’s
where the joy is!
Great God of all joy, we thank you for the plan of redemption, the promise
you have fulfilled in Jesus Christ, that through His death and resurrection, we
have been brought fully to you, to experience your love, grace and mercy,
for you are where the joy is. Amen
Henry Knapp

But the truth is, I suffer from a more severe form of blindness. Each
day, I am hindered by thousands of distractions—good, bad, and
ugly—that prevent me from seeing the hope and glory that we have
in Christ!
How quickly and readily I am prone to focus in on stock market
trends, my cholesterol levels, and my team’s conference standings.
How easily my eyes are diverted to the world’s eye candy—news
feeds, twitter postings, sultry advertisements, and viral memes and
videos. On my good days, I am fixed on my responsibilities in work,
family, and marriage. Most days, I am focused upon myself.
Paul prays for renewed and rekindled vision. He prays for hearts to
see and know the hope-filled realties, present and future, that are
ours in Christ! He prays like the psialmist, who prompts us to turn our
eyes from worthless, distracting, and trivial things—and to see life as
God sees it (Psalm 119:37). Notably, Paul does not pray to alter our
circumstances. Rather, he wants us to see more of Jesus in our
current conditions—this from a man writing from prison.
Heavenly Father, you have called us to hope! Your own personal and
royal summons! But it is a hope found only in Jesus Christ. Forgive us
for our myopic views. Turn our hearts from our most recent
“distractions”. Open the eyes of our hearts to see what real hope is!
Help us to keep our eyes simply upon our one true and satisfying joy,
Jesus Christ.
David Shrader

December 19 - Love

December 6 - Peace
The True Peace

A Community of Mercy and Love

Isaiah 9:6

Jude 1:2

When driving just about anywhere in my parents’ old station wagon with
my brother, Ted, and me in the back seat, he would constantly cross that
magical, invisible line, and I would scream. Or, he was always touching
me… always! Or, looking at me—why’s he looking at me? Scream, fuss,
tussle, smack, cry. Just an everyday car ride with the Knapp brothers.

Jude writes this salutary blessing to the church in distress. He deviates from the
Pauline formula of “grace and peace” or John’s “grace and truth” because the
church in these later days is in dire need of abundant forgiveness, freedom from
divisive conflict, and compassionate giving of its own substance to those in
need. The church of Jude’s address, symmetrically with the church today, was
being infiltrated by and absorbed into a perverse, warlike, ungodly
culture. Today there are church members, leaders, even whole denominations
proclaiming ungodly perversions as doctrine: giving license to sexual immorality,
encouraging self-aggrandizing bombast, and denying the singular sovereignty of
the Lord Jesus. These anti-scriptural forces of evil in the heavenly realms
(Ephesians 6:12) are dividing the Christians within the church from one another
while openly scoffing at God (Psalm 1).

“Could I just get some peace and quiet!?” Every mom’s favorite saying.
How she must have yearned for just a single mile without drama! And, of
course, when she asked for peace, she would have been satisfied simply
with a few minutes without strife, a moment or two of silence.
“Peace” as defined by the lowest common denominator: a stretch of
time with no conflict, no struggle. It is normal and natural for humans to
want this kind of peace—a time without trouble or difficulty. And, as
hard as this kind of peace is to find (some estimates say that there has
only been 250 years of peace in the past four millennium), this falls far
short of the kind of peace the Bible offers.
In the Old Testament, the prophets spoke of a coming peace, or shalom.
What they pictured was not just an era devoid of conflict and war, but a
time where everything came together in harmony, where God’s world
functioned as it was created to do, where sin and its devastation no
longer ruined His universe. The dream of biblical peace is captured no
better than in Isaiah’s vision of the coming Messiah—He would be “the
Prince of Peace.” He would rule over that time of harmony. But more
than that, He would structure and order shalom in this world. He would
bring peace where there is no peace. He is the True Peace in the world.
He is the True Peace in your world.
Heavenly Lord, there is so much unease and difficulties in the world and
in our own lives. Grant to us that we might experience the peace that
only comes from being your children, ruled by the Wonderful Counselor,
the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.
Henry Knapp

God brought me out of slavery in Egypt where I immediately rebelled against
Him, made my own god, and tried to take control over my own destiny. Their
story is my story, and with each act of rebellion God has removed the impetus
for that sin, relented from destroying me at Christ’s intercession, forgave my sin,
and provided for my needs. The archetypal experience of Israel is the prophetic
outline for the evolution of each church community as well as each individual’s
journey from sin through sanctification. Rooted in this common experience,
Jude urges Christians to respond with mercy and love within the church
body. He instructs them to build up their faith (trust) in God’s prevailing
(sovereign) control and to abide in God’s love as they wait upon God’s
mercy. Today we need abundant, self-effacing compassion to be merciful to
other Christians whose faith wavers under the onslaught of the divisive forces of
ungodly culture within the church; while still hating the corruption and corrupt
actions that are being espoused.
Dear God, as we celebrate the gift of our Savior in this advent season, convict us
each individually and collectively anew of our unholy, unworthy, ungodly hearts;
renew our minds, transform us from the divisive, aggressive, selfish pattern of
this world into the forgiving, peacemaking, compassionate giving pattern of
Jesus. Pour out an abundance of your charity on us, overflowing out into the
visible church and making us into a community known for its compassionate
(earnestly felt), gracious (undeserved), mercy (forgiveness).
Mike Ramsay

December 18 - Love

December 7 - Peace

Love One Another

The Gift of Peace

2 John 1:5

Philippians 4:4-9

In this passage John kindly asks the lady to obey the Father’s command
that we love one another. He elaborates on how this love is
demonstrated in verse six; we walk according to His commandments.
John’s audience is the church (either an individual member or a
congregation). This is not a new command, but one that was revealed
from the beginning when they first heard the Gospel. John reminds his
audience in the preceding verses that this love is found in truth: in
knowing the truth, in truth that abides in believers eternally, in truth
and love, and in walking in the truth.

As we approach Christ’s birth and anticipate His return, in a year that
has been characterized by frustration and dissension, this is a timely
message for us. Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6) When
the LORD commands us to love one another, John tells us that this love
is found in truth, which means in Christ; love is found in knowing the
truth; in knowing Christ. The Good News at Christmas and always is
that God became flesh in Jesus. Jesus who is fully God and fully man
has reconciled us to God through His blood sacrifice for our sins. He is
the truth; the living Word of God. When we are in Christ, we can love
the church that is also in Christ. We walk in His steps following Jesus
who is the truth, reflecting His love and glorifying Him. His abiding love
empowers us to love one another. Will we abide in Jesus walking
according to His commandments? Christ lives in our hearts by faith.
Will we constantly rely on Him to transform us so that we can
genuinely love others?
Dear LORD, You are the way, the truth and the life. Abide in us and
conform our hearts to Your image so we can love one another and by
our love we can bear witness to others who are lost. Help us to
remember that we have all that we need in You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Ruth Ann Slippy

I still have the Bible that my mom bought me when I first became a
Christian in my teens, many years ago. In the flyleaf of that Bible I
have notes that I took during a class about the fruit of the Spirit. It
says: Peace means “a sense of well-being although the whole world
around us seems to be falling apart. It is not the space of time
between attacks.”
This year has certainly been one where it seems the whole world
around us is falling apart. In addition to the very public crises we’ve
seen, many of us have lost loved ones or had life-impacting surgeries
on our loved ones or ourselves, and life has had a myriad of other
ways of shaking up our lives. But it is comforting to know that there is
a peace available for us that can allow us to remain unshaken despite
the seismic events we’re experiencing. We should not be ashamed if
we do feel rattled – that is the normal, very human response.
This peace we’re talking about is not something that we muster up
within ourselves or maintain with a stoic “stiff upper lip”. It’s a gift of
grace from our loving heavenly Father when we approach Him in
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, to tell Him our requests,
focusing our minds on the things listed in verse 8. It’s a gift for us and
it’s a gift for others to see a “supernatural force” at work in us that is
not understandable in any way except by the work of the Holy Spirit.
Father, I need your divine gift of peace in these tumultuous times.
Please show forth your grace for your glory to me, to your church, and
to the watching world. Amen.
Don Blasko

December 8 - Peace

December 17 - Love

Bringing Peace Out of Chaos

A Father’s Discipline

Mark 6:45-52

In the beginning the Spirit hovered over the waters. In the ancient
understanding of the Hebrew imagination the waters were often seen
as a representation of chaos, a chaos that God can and does bring to
order. This understanding helps color some other stories in the
scriptures. For example, the story of the Red Sea and Moses takes on
even more significance when we find a God who walks with His people
among an otherwise un-walkable chaos, through God's own power.
Today we look to Jesus helping His disciples in a particularly miraculous
way. After feeding thousands of people with just some bread and fish,
Jesus sends His disciples out on a boat to Bethsaida. He then takes a
moment to go up on a mountain and pray. A storm blows through that
lasts all night. From far away Jesus can tell they are struggling to keep
the boat afloat. Come dawn, Jesus walks on the waters toward the
boat. His disciples are terrified to see a man walking on the water. Jesus
says, "Take courage! It is I. Do not be afraid." With that, Jesus climbs
onto the ship and the waters are calmed.
The thing that always strikes me about this passage is that Jesus was
standing far away communing with His Father. He could have stayed
there. But He did not. He came walking on the waters - directly into the
chaos and unpredictability of the waters to meet His disciples. He is not
a God far off. He is a God who comes close. He is not scared by the
chaos, He is not put off by the messiness, but rather He walks into it all
to meet His disciples. Not only does He come to be with them in this
moment, but then He climbs aboard their boat and calms the water. In
this act we see that Jesus is not just the loving Savior who comes close
in our need, but He also is the Lord over the chaotic waters and
restores order by calming them. This is the God we serve. Not a God far
off but a God who comes close. Not a God who stays away from chaos
but one who enters into it to bring peace. We serve a God who is Lord
over even the waters.
Derick Kelly

Hebrews 12:3-11
Hebrews 12:6 says, "For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and
chastises every son whom he receives.” One of the most vivid

memories of my childhood is my dad saying to me as he was disciplining
me, "Son, this hurts me more than it hurts you." Strange, he wasn't the
one whose eyes were red with tears and snot running from his nose,
unable to speak because of those annoying crying hiccups. But I get it
now. He hated seeing me like that, but better that than what would
happen if I were to continue at my own pleasure.
One of the benefits of being effectually called by God is adoption.
According to the Shorter Catechism, "Adoption is an act of God's free
grace, whereby we are received into the number, and have a right to all
the privileges of, the sons of God." Heirs with Christ! But that also
means that we are called to obey. As a parent, I'm starting to
understand. I love my kids; and I know a bit more than them, so my will
is usually the best for all involved. Think how much more a perfect God
parents His own children. One way we show love to our children, our
friends, our brothers in Christ, is by correcting them when they've gone
astray. To be the recipient is miserable in that moment. To be the
discipliner is even worse…"How do I bring this up? Is our relationship
okay with this?" You rehearse the confrontation over and over again.
Godly discipline is for the sake of restoration. I remember a particular
trip to the woodshed with a couple of brothers who had to correct me.
It was tough, but I walked away knowing I was loved. Remember, the
Lord disciplines those He loves, those He's adopted, and take heart.

Gracious God, your discipline is so much better than I deserve. Thank
you for calling me your son (or daughter) and for all the promises that
come with it; even your discipline.
Read also Psalm 94:12; 119:67-75; Revelation 3:19
Westminster Shorter Catechism questions 29-36
Barrett Hendrickson

December 16 - Love

December 9 - Peace

A Perfect Love

At One with God

Galatians 5:6

Luke 2:13-14; 12:49-53

In Galatians 5:1-6, Paul is dealing with Jewish believers who are telling
the Gentile believers that they also need to be circumcised along with
their faith…i.e. works vs faith; or better yet, works and faith vs faith!!!
Paul is telling both Jewish and Gentile believers that Christ freed you
from the bondage of sin: not your works, not getting circumcised (v. 1).
To the point that in v. 2, Paul tells believers that, if you do become
circumcised, Christ profits you nothing; and then in v. 3, that they must
then keep the whole law!

Peace… such an elusive feeling, especially in 2020. Two thousand years
ago, our Savior was born with an army of angels announcing His birth
and promising peace. Just 33 years later, that same Savior said He has
come to bring division and that He Himself is in distress! Not exactly
the words used to describe someone as peaceful. Jesus understands
fully our desire for peace, yet what does He value more? The Father…
His will, His timing, His plan.

What can we learn from this today in 2020?
For one thing, Jesus wants our hearts! He desires us, not our works,
not our privilege, not our possessions, not our influence, and
absolutely not our religious, pompous legalism. Jesus simply desires
our hearts. So much so that He left His throne and came to earth as a
baby and would later die a horrific death to save each and every one of
us.

Love…it cannot be explained or shown any better than Jesus’ love for
us. Jesus’ perfect love cannot be added to by our works. During this
Christmas season and this time where racial equality/inequality is so
front and center in society, is it not our duty as followers of Jesus to
show Christ’s uncompromising, unbiased, unending love to everyone
regardless of status, race, sex, or religion?
As our verse today says, “For in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision or
uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love.” Let us
be like our Savior Jesus, not only in this holiday season, but all year
round.
Lord Jesus, thank you for loving us unashamedly and help us to mimic
this love with each other today and every day, Amen.
Doug Keim

During this year of struggle, conflict, and anxiety, we must tear away
from our attachments to this world and refocus on the promises of
heaven. The angels’ promise of peace means to be ‘set at one’ with
God, ‘reconciled’ (Strong’s Concordance). Unfortunately, often our
alignment with God will put us out of alignment with family and
friends. We must focus our attention on those who have yet to start a
relationship with Jesus, who have still to become among ‘those with
whom He is pleased’. We must never give up praying and ‘gardening
the rough soil’ of the hearts of those in our earthly families from whom
we find ourselves divided by faith. Jesus’ distress came from knowing
He was about to be separated from His Father. Isn’t this the source of
all our human distress? Peace is found when we and our loved ones
are ‘set at one’ with God. May we ever pray that it be so, on earth as it
is in heaven.
Sweet Jesus, You chose to be peace-less and separated from God so
that we may be ‘set at one’ and reconciled to the Father. Thank you…
thank you. I now pray for my loved ones who are separated from you.
Please call them to you in an irresistible way. Please show me when
and where I need to act in alignment with your will to bring them into
your peace. Amen.
Meg Keim

December 10 - Peace

December 15 - Love

A Peace that Passes All Understanding

The world was changed forever more - when love was born

Romans 5:1-11

Romans 12:9-25

On December 10th, 2020, is peace still possible? Peace in a pandemic
gripped world? Peace in a divided nation? Peace in our hearts, minds
and souls? If we look to Romans Chapter 5, the answer is a resounding
yes—but some unpacking is required.
To rejoice in our suffering may seem like a tall task, but when our
heart, mind, and soul are aligned to Jesus and at peace with God,
nothing is impossible. True peace does not come from the news
media, the promises of elected officials, or even the most uplifting and
encouraging of words. It comes from being justified by faith through
the blood of Christ shed on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins.
And once our heart, mind, and soul have been thoroughly washed in
Christ’s blood, all things become new, and all things become possible
through ‘Him who gives us strength’. Overcoming sin and temptation is
possible. Rejoicing, even in the midst of the worst suffering, is possible.
Peace—the kind that passes all understanding, is not only possible but
can flow like a mighty river from our life because of the Spirit of God at
work in us!
Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for shedding your blood on the cross. Today
is a day that you have made. Lead me to rejoice and be glad. Fill me
today with your peace that passes all understanding. Guard my heart
and my mind from all temptations, traps, and schemes of the enemy. I
love you because you first loved me. Amen.
Andrew Churchill

Mark Schultz wrote these words in the song “When Love Was Born”.
Starlight shines, the night is still, shepherds watch from a hill.
I close my eyes to see the night when love was born.
A perfect child gently waits, a mother bends to kiss God’s face.
I close my eyes and see the night when love was born.
Angels fill the midnight sky, they sing Hallelujah, He is Christ, our King!
Emmanuel, Prince of Peace. Love come down for you and me.
Heaven’s gift, the Holy spark to light the way inside our hearts.
Bethlehem, through your small door…Came the hope we’ve waited for.
The world was changed forevermore ---when love was born.
I close my eyes and see the night ---when love was born.

If you would like to hear it - you will be blessed even more than just
reading the words - Google “When Love Was Born”. Close your eyes and
let the words and music enrich your soul. Does the Lord want us (you) to
help Him change the world through the power of His incredible love?

Dear Lord, Romans 12 tells me how to help change our world through you.
Teach me to: Love. Serve. Lift others up and promote them in front of
others. Be joyful in hope. Stand firm and pray, pray, pray! Meet others’
needs. Practice hospitality. Bless those who don’t bless me. Be joyful with
those who rejoice and grieve with those whose hearts are broken. Care
more about others than myself. Hang out with the humble. Don’t let me
think I am smarter than I am. Let others deem your ways honorable. Do
not pay back evil for evil. Live at peace with all men…as best I can. Justice
is the Lord’s –don’t seek revenge upon another. Meet the needs of others,
even my enemies… If they are hungry, feed them. Thirsty, give them a
drink. May my actions cause them to think. My actions of goodness will
defeat evil because You have defeated evil, Lord Jesus. Thank you Lord, for
giving us your Son and your word to teach us how to love others and live
for you more fully every day… and not just at Christmas! Amen.
Margie Krogh

December 14 - Love

December 11 - Peace

A Purposeful Love

Eternal, Ultimate Peace

John 15:9-10

Luke 19:28-42; Zechariah 9:9-10

Kai, my four year old, has an almost daily habit of picking me flowers.
No weed is safe, no dandelion secure when he is around. His pattern is
to pick a flower, bring it to me, give me a hug, and sometimes say, “I
love you.” Now, consider that he might also yell, “I love you,” as he
runs past me with toy airplane in hand headed for the next imaginary
airport landing. Which “I love you” has more of a felt effect? The one
accompanied by the focused attention and purposeful action I think.
Now, I know that my son loves me all the time just as I love him. You
know the people in your life who love you too. However, we don’t
always enjoy the fullness or feeling of that love.

Jerusalem. Some scholars think it’s a compound word. Yarah means
pillar. Shelem or shalom means peace. For hundreds of years leading
up to Jesus’ triumphal entry Jerusalem has been anything but a pillar
of peace. Even in the years since, no one would point to Jerusalem as a
peaceful place.

I suppose a similar connection can be made with today’s scripture.
Jesus says, “As the Father has loved me” (perfectly, fully, deeply,
purely, eternally) “so have I loved you.” Are you feeling it? Maybe not,
but look at how Jesus loves us. See Him tear up and touch the leper.
Remember Him reaching out with enthusiastic hands to feed that
hungry hillside congregation. Look at the outstretched arms on the
cross. Envision the resurrection embrace for Mary. We see the actions
of Jesus and we are more conscious of what His love means.
Now, make the connection with verse 10. We are more conscious of
His love when we are actively living the purposefully loving life that
Jesus modeled for us. If you’re looking for that warm, fuzzy,
Christmastime feeling don’t look at the fireplace or the tree lights or
piles of presents. Try to moment by moment submit your will to Jesus’
way of purposefully loving others. The satisfaction, joy, and felt love of
God will abide more distinctly within your heart as you abide in Him.
Dear Jesus, I pause to reflect this morning on how you are actively
loving me…where do I see the evidence of your promises coming true in
my life? Oh, how I want to abide in that love! Guide me today to join
you in purposefully loving others. May our joy be complete! Amen.
Kelly Weightman

However, look at what the Lord says through Zechariah, as the people
of God are beginning to repopulate the city after years of exile.
"Rejoice! Shout aloud! Your king is coming humbly on a donkey, and he
will bring peace.” Now turn to Luke. Looks pretty familiar, doesn’t it?
The people are rejoicing because they remember what Zechariah says.
Peace.
A king riding on a donkey, not a white horse, symbolizes peace, not
war. God promises peace to His people through Zechariah. But the
symbolism and prophecy does not seem to match the reality, does it?
How many times do we read the promises of peace in scripture, look
around our lives and say, “How does that match up?” Our scripture,
and our teachers, tell us that we are to be at peace, yet there is so
much turmoil around us that it’s near impossible to be at peace. Then
we look at the week following Jesus’ triumphal entry, and it seems like
He brought anything but peace.
But look at how our Luke passage ends: “Would that you, even you,
had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they
are hidden from your eyes.” The ultimate work of Christ over the next
month and a half, while not clearly evident to us, brings peace; not a
temporal, but an eternal peace, which passes all understanding.
Jesus, Help us to know God’s promises, see their fulfillment, and
worship Him. May we rest and find peace knowing that He brought
ultimate peace.
Carrie Hendrickson

December 12 - Peace

December 13 - Love

He Has Overcome the World

A Love that Overcomes

John 14:23-27; 16:33

Deuteronomy 30:6; Song of Solomon 2:4

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
John 16:33

God bless Hallmark. After an emotional day at the church, a day often filled
with the sorrows of sin, the frustrations of disappointment, the pain of
everyday human life, there is nothing like coming home and zoning to a
glorious Hallmark movie. Why? Is it because I’m a helpless romantic at heart?
Because the fluff and innocence of the stories are freeing and simplistic?
Might it be because the plot lines are so intricate? (Nope!) Well, perhaps
there is a bit of the romantic part… but, the best part for me is that in every
movie, without fail, love always wins—and love wins easily. Rarely is there
much drama in the love story. Seldom is there serious trouble. Hardly ever is
love hard, sacrificial, or disappointing.

Trouble. If ever there was a time that we, as a people, have been faced
with trouble, it’s 2020. Go ahead and replace the word “trouble” with
any of these… Pandemics. Economic crises. Cancer diagnoses. Mental
health disorders. Estranged family members. Persecution. Death. Or fill
in your own blank.
This verse starts with Jesus saying, “I have said these things to you.” But
what things? What is He talking about? Right before this Jesus describes
how, when He is crucified, His disciples will scatter and flee. He tells
them they will desert Him in His hour of need. That they will leave Him
alone. And that they will experience great sorrow, not only because of
His death, but because of their cowardice. He knows all of this and He is
still willing to die, not in spite of their sin, but because of it.
He then encourages them, “I have told you these things, so that in me
you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!
I have overcome the world.”
Jesus knew the hearts of His disciples, and He knows our hearts, too. He
knows that even in spite of our declarations of loyalty and belief, we
have moments when we scatter and flee in the face of trouble that
shakes our faith. That we have trouble with our trouble. He reminds us
that we can have peace, not because we can overcome these things, but
because He has overcome the world.
Jesus, in the face of all the trouble in the world, we want to be at peace.
We’re so thankful that you don’t just tell us to take heart without the
assurance that you have, indeed, overcome all the things that trouble us.
Amen.
Emily Shrader

But, in my day-job, that’s not what I see - the failure of human love, the agony
of broken commitments, the dissatisfaction of unfulfilled longing. All around
us, a brokenness dominates; a world yearning for something that it just
cannot find.
God’s people in the Old Testament era experienced this kind of yearning.
They were surrounded by nations who sought satisfaction and affection in all
the wrong places. The Israelites consistently gave themselves to idols, seeking
a love they would never find. But, the yearning pointed to something real,
something true. A love that would come to them, a “banner” (Song 2:4) which
would proclaim their true state—a banner of love. And this love would be a
real love, a love that is sacrificial, a love that endures, a love that embraces
the difficult as well as the lovely. This is the love of God for His people.
This divine affection would bring forth from within His people a love in return,
an all-encompassing love: all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, all
your mind (Deut 30:6). It is also often a sacrificial thing, a difficult thing, a
struggle. But it is always a love worth giving and a love worth receiving, for it
is the love of our Savior, Jesus Christ. This love, the love of God, truly wins!
God of love, we know that it is true—you have overcome all opposition, and
now nothing can keep us from your love. Bless us each day with a new
experience of that love, and give us opportunities to show that love to others,
that you may be honored in all we do.
Henry Knapp

