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Hello, my name is Ruthanne Coolidge and I am the new “Children and Family 
Ministries Intern” for 10 weeks. I am here to get credit for college and gain job  
experience while continuing to grow in my faith. For those of you who may not 
know me, I have been coming to Orcutt Presbyterian Church since I was born. In 
fact, I was the first baby that our Pastor Bruce Lethbridge baptized. Honestly, I 
can't remember a time in my life when I was not attending at OPC. I feel that the 
Lord has called me to serve, so I like to volunteer at the church as much as I can. I 
love children, and feel that it is crucial to educate the children about God while 
they are young because they are our future and can continue the work of Jesus into 
the next generation. 
 
These last five weeks have been an amazing learning opportunity for me. My goal 
for this internship was to learn how to run a phenomenal Christian Education  
program on a deeper level and I am so grateful to Jenn for providing me with so 
much wisdom, guidance and insight. I have enjoyed learning the administrative  
duties such as attending daily office hours, staff meetings, and participating in the 
online Wednesday Prayer. Administration is important, but my favorite part is  
getting to work hands on with the children. Not only am I teaching the children, but 
I have learned so much from them. One important task that I have started doing is 
mentoring the older children. I have been teaching Sunday School classes since 
high school and now I have the opportunity to pass that on to the next generation. It 
has been such a joy to get the opportunity to work with our older children and  
instill my wisdom on them. Sunday School is important for children to get to  
explore their faith, but it is also important to allow for opportunities for fellowship, 
which is why I love partnering with Sue Jahnke in the monthly craft days. It was so  
amazing to get to participate in the “Canvas for Christ” and the Mother’s Day pil-
low activities because the children get to fellowship with one another in a Christ 
centered environment while getting to exercise their creative gifts. I am so grateful 
that my Internship fell during Holy Week because I got to participate in all the 
planning and implementation of the events, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and 
Easter. This is such an important week to involve the children in. I had the oppor-
tunity to guide our children in the Palm Sunday procession, serving the meal at 
Maundy Thursday as well as share my knowledge with them in our feet washing 
lesson, and participate in the Easter Art Canvas Show. Programing is so important, 
but it means nothing if we are not invested in the children’s lives.  
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This past week I had the opportunity to have breakfast with one of our students, 
which provided me the opportunity to get to know her on a deeper level. She has 
been attending here since she was four years old and I learned so much that I didn’t 
previously know about her. Opportunities like this provide a lasting effect on the 
children that they will hold onto for life. From this I hope she knows that she is 
loved and that we are invested in her.  
 
I just want to thank my church family for praying for me and allowing me to  
participate in this opportunity. I have gained so much from this opportunity, and I 
can’t wait to use everything that I have learned in my future career.  
 
Ruthanne Coolidge 
Intern for Children and Family Ministries 
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