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The Exhausted Choir Director in the Choir Loft 
As most of you know I was born into the Presbyterian family and  
attended church every Sunday and Wednesday. I began working for 
churches when I was 19 years old – mostly as an accompanist and then 
later as I built my skills, a choir director. I also worked full time doing  
children and youth ministry as well as music ministry for a church for 12 
years all as a single mom raising two boys and caring for my mother.  
I have served my time.  
 
How many of us have done it all? -   Taught Sunday School? Taught  
Bible Study? Volunteered to set up the Christmas tree and take it down? 
Cooked and served dinner to the youth?  Worked tirelessly to bag and 
hand out food on Friday’s? Folded bulletins?  Sang every week in choir? 
Picked up donuts, sliced them, served, and then cleaned up?  Cleaned 
the coffee pots? Swept the kitchen and hall floors? Picked up the  
sanctuary after service on Sundays? Stood outside and greeted, handing 
out bulletins? How many of you have  “served your time?” 
I don’t know about you but I’m exhausted.  These last few years seem to 
have taken a toll on my energy levels. 
 

But the Lord still requires me to give my all to Him.  
My exhausted mind, baggy eyes, reluctant self is still asked by GOD to 
give my all to Him?  How?   HOW am I supposed to keep on serving?   
 
Romans 12: 3 – 8, 11-21 NIRV/Msg 
3 God’s grace has been given to me. So here is what I say to every one of 
you. Don’t think of yourself more highly than you should. Be reasonable 
when you think about yourself. Keep in mind the faith God has given to 
each of you. 4 Each of us has one body with many parts. And the parts 
do not all have the same purpose. 5 So also we are many persons. But in 
Christ we are one body. And each part of the body belongs to all the 
other parts.  

Continue on page 7 
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6 We all have gifts. They differ according to the grace God has given to 
each of us. Do you have the gift of prophecy? Then use it according to 
the faith you have. 7 If your gift is serving, then serve. If it is teaching, then 
teach. 8 Is it encouraging others? Then encourage them. Is it giving to 
others? Then give freely. Is it being a leader? Then work hard at it. Is it 
showing mercy? Then do it cheerfully. 9-10 Love from the center of who 
you are; don’t fake it. Run for dear life from evil; hold on for dear life to 
good. Be good friends who love deeply; practice playing second fiddle. 
11-13 Don’t burn out; keep yourselves fueled and aflame. Be alert serv-
ants of the Master, cheerfully expectant. Don’t quit in hard times; pray all 
the harder. Help needy Christians; be inventive in hospitality. 14-16 Bless 
your enemies; no cursing under your breath. Laugh with your happy 
friends when they’re happy; share tears when they’re down. Get along 
with each other; don’t be stuck-up. Make friends with nobodies; don’t be 
the great somebody. 17-19 Don’t hit back; discover beauty in everyone. If 
you’ve got it in you, get along with everybody. Don’t insist on getting 
even; that’s not for you to do. “I’ll do the judging,” says God. “I’ll take care 
of it.” 20-21 Our Scriptures tell us that if you see your enemy hungry, go 
buy that person lunch, or if he’s thirsty, get him a drink. Your generosity 
will surprise him with goodness. Don’t let evil get the best of you; get the 
best of evil by doing good. 
 
Stop and pray today.  How can you keep yourself fueled and aflame for 
GOD’S Kingdom and church family?  GOD’S grace has been given to 
you.  You are a vital part of the body of Christ. Where can you serve  
today?  Right here, where GOD has placed you.  Here at Orcutt  
Presbyterian Church.   



8 



9 



10 



11 



12 



13 



14 

 

Are You Experiencing the Christmas Blues? 

 

The joy of Christmas can turn into a time of painful loneliness and  

emptiness for those who have suffered a loss or who are going through 

a difficult time. But help is available. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to 

provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care. They will listen,  

encourage, pray with and for you, and support you through the holidays 

and as long as your need persists. To learn more about Stephen  

Ministry, contact Pastor Mike (805-345-6893) or Kim Chudoba  

(805-937-3280). Our Stephen Ministers are there to care! 
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