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One Step at a Time 
 
I’ve been teaching the book of Romans in Wisdom Class, and in chapter 4 
Abraham is held up as a great example of faith, of one who “believed God,” 
trusting in God’s Word and promises.  That was not easy for him at times, nor 
is it easy for us.   
 
Romans 4:18 says, “Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so  
became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him.”  All he had 
to stand on was God’s Word.  Circumstances did not look promising at all.  
Abraham was nearing a hundred years old, and his wife Sarah was just a  
decade behind him.  From that perspective, becoming parents did not look  
possible.  But faith in what God says brings into being things which would not 
otherwise be possible.  Abraham walked “by faith, not by sight,” and by  
putting one foot in front of the other, one step, one day at a time, something 
wonderful came to be, as Abraham believed God. 
 
I hope that many of us can be like Abraham in this sense.  We are living 
through difficult times, and many in our OPC family are struggling financially, 
battling health issues, experiencing a sense of isolation, or facing other  
challenges.  It would be easy to become discouraged if all we looked at were 
our struggles, and all we listened to were the voices of the doomsayers who 
supply us with us a steady stream of bad news.  But let us be like Abraham.  
Let us look to God, in faith, and hear his word of comfort and promise.  Let us 
be open to God doing more than we can imagine in and through our lives.  
 
May God give us faith to trust, to believe, and to live by faith one day, one step 
at time.  And may we like Abraham find a blessed Companion with us, even 
when we may not sense him near in the moment.  He is not far from us, so let 
us take the next step, in faith. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Bruce 
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It is August and summer is drawing to an end.  With our Vision Frame session 
this month it will bring the team to the half way point in the process.  The team 
has had some great conversations and reflections about our church and where 
God has planted us.  The responses we received from all of you have confirmed 
to us that that particular session was as difficult for us as it was for you!  It also 
confirmed that our responses were in the ball park with the congregation, which 
gives us hope that we are moving in the right direction.   
 
With the changes we have experienced from the beginning of 2022 and the 
changes that are yet to come by the end of the year it can be hard to see what 
God is doing in our midst.  The truth of the matter is that God is with us.   
Sometimes the business of this world can cause us to lose our concentration on 
what is important.  We ask ourselves, “Where are you God?”  And then there 
are times when we block ourselves from seeing God in our lives. 
 
What's the natural response when you've seen God?  You're convicted of sin.  
"Woe is me, for I am undone."  The closer I walk with God, the more quickly I 
feel my sin and realize how much I need God. 
 
It's like a huge mirror with a great big light over it.  When we stand away from 
the mirror, things look pretty good: suit looks in order; tie looks straight; the 
hair, what's left of it, is combed.   But as you begin to move towards the mirror, 
things begin to show up.  The suit has a spot on it.  The tie is a little bit  
wrinkled.  The hair is out of place.  The closer we get to the bright light, the 
more we realize our defects.  It's the same way when we get close to God.  When 
we get close to him, we realize how much we need him and how far we are from 
him.  We're convicted of our sin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continue on page 5 
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But what we need to do is pray that God will not only give us ears to hear his 
voice, lips to proclaim his name, but also eyes to see his goodness.  We need to 
focus our attention on what God is doing everywhere.  We have to identify God 
“sightings.”  Just as there is a spiritual warfare going on all around us, God is  
also active everywhere we are; we just need to pay attention.  The good news  
regarding Carol Rose and Linda Rhodes grandchildren, Sonya’s father, Janice 
Holland’s procedure…all God sightings!  Praise the Lord oh my soul! 

Let us give thanks for we have much to be thankful for; but let us not give 
thanks with “lip service”, I hear he hates that!   Let us give thanks with action 
and with the gifts that he has given us.   I look forward to August as I continue 
to commit my life to pleasing him.   

Blessings! 

Pastor Mike  
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Mid Year Financial Report 
Orcutt Presbyterian Church 

January - June, 2022 
   
 

General Fund  
 

Receipts    $  298,003   
 

Budget                                 $  378,858          
 
Difference                              <$80,855>        

 
 

 
We know that this is a difficult year financially 

for many in our church. 
We ask everyone to pray about this situation 

and those who are able to respond generously. 
We want you to know all our Mission commitments  

have been fully paid this year to date.   
 

In the next couple of months our leaders  
will need to start making decisions about  

next year’s budget and need to know  
what the congregation can and will support.  

 
We continue to trust God for all our needs. 
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